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Yo comfess Christ every day of our lives, in
our words, and in our walk and conversation,
~—Matt. x. 32; Rom. x. 9; 1 Tim. vi. 13,

a0

May 25th, 1862.

JACOB BLESSING HIS GRANDSONS.
GeN. xLvin 1-22.

1. Joseph, upon receiving intelligence of
his father's sickness, goes to see him,

Though a man of business, he would not fail
in paying this duty to his dying parent. He
took with him his two sons, Ephraim and
Manasseh; it is good that the young should
see the servants of God when laid on the bed
of sickness or of death, as they may then have
ocular demonstration of the reality and power
of true religion. Joseph had been Jacob’s
favourite son; he had also shown him more
kinduess than any of his other sous. When
Jacob therefore heard that he was coming to see
him, he prepared to mect him— Israel strength-
ened himself, and satupon the bed.” We are
enjoined to stir up the gift tuat is within us,

2. Jacob's adoption of Ephraim and
Manasseh.

He recapitulates the promises which God
had made him.  We should seek to comfort
both ourselves and others by calling the pro-
mises to remembrance. “And now thy two
sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, shall be mine,”
not only my grandsons but my sons, “as
Reuben and Simeon they shall be mine;” v, 5.
As his song, he constituted them also heads of
tribes; but as for any sons which Joseph might
afterwards have, they were not included in this
charter of adoption; they were to be assumed
into the tribes of their brethren. We do not
learn that Joseph ever had any more sons;
however, Jacob wisely provides for such a
contingency.

3. Joseph presents his sons for his father's
blessing.

“The eyes of Israel were dim for age, so
that he could not see;” ver. 10. Though old
age is an honour, it is attended with many in-
firmities ; but the bodily vision may be dim,
end our faith be strong.  Jacob testified great
affection towards his grandsons, “he kissed
them and embraced them;” ver.10. For years
he had been under the impression that J oseph
was dead. But he not only had enjoyed the
happiness of seeing “the lost one” alive and
prosperous, but also of seeing his offspring;
ver, 11. Thus, even in temporal matters, God
blesses his people “exceeding abundantly,
above all that they can ask or think.” In the
.blessings which they enjoyed, both Jacob and
Joseph discerned the hand of God;” v. 9-11.
Theirs was not the custom, so prevalent at the
present time, of attributing every event, pros-
perous or adverse, to second causes; they traced
every blessing up to the hand of u gracious

THE GOOD NEWS

God. Joseph so placed his sons befor "‘;
father, that in pronouncing the blessing J dest!
right hand should be on the head of the &
and his left hand on that of the yo“”ges‘

But, by crossing his hands, Jacob "e: ity
this arrangement, not from fancy or parts
but wittingly, under the influence of th 10
phetic spirit, as he explained to Josepb; o

4. The blessing pronounced by Jaco
his grandsons,

“s(}od before whom my fathers Ab":}:;‘ﬁ
and Isaac did walk” He holds up 0 ™"
young men, who were now about twer u{
years of age, their forefathers, Abraba woul
lsaac, as models to imitate. If they 4 meD
covet the same blessing as these go?te 5 88
they would have to walk in the same S p
they also walked. “The Angel WhIC
deemed me from all evil,” ver. 16, “'hoer
vered me from every dunger, who P'ﬁfo will
me in the midst of temptation, and WorroW,
shortly set me free from all sin an ¢ thet
bless the lads. There can be no dou?
the Angel here mentioned was the Lor
the Angel of the Covenant, the ! e'u
The superiority of the tribe of I“Ph.;: hat
that of Manassch appeared from the f o latte”
the former was more numerous than wilder
when the tribes were mustered in the T oo,
ness; Joshua also was of the tribe of bpt on
Manasseh, too, was divided, lying Pl?; other-
one side of the Jordan, and partly Oﬂt' incio®

5. The peculiar marks of dist
which Jacob conferred upon Joseph- omi

First.—To him he committed the PY "pe
that God would bring them agaid -7
land of their fathers, When, therﬁhey were
Egyptians showed them kindness 1 opo®
not to set their affections too m:gey were
Egypt, and if they were oppressed, |
not to be cast down. “Behold I di¢; ads m87
shall be with you;” ver, 21. Our flﬁgr caused
be separated from us by death or 0¥
but God will never leave us.

Secondly.~~He conferred upon Jeu
double portion. The land here bed™e L, b
described as that which he had takegt app?®?
Amorite with his sword and bow- ¢ opié!
that Jacob first purchased it from tha”g: pee?
Jos. xxiv. 32. He must have a(‘?erWa abs%
dispossessed of it by the Amorites e
again recovered it from them by for¢ 0. 3%: 5.
This portion of land is alluded t0:, + the gick

Learn—1. That we should VI$i* °"36.
and afflicted —Ecel. vii, 2; Matt- X3 'pe

20d. That the blessing of God 15 *"g3
sired above all other things.—F" t;’;.écﬁond o

8rd. That we should set our & g 1ned
the things of the heavenly Cans8% . w
of promise, not on the things _o,fcol ji
‘where we are only sojourners-
1 John ii. 15.
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