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1 hiad no0 opportunity of coniiparing the death
rate of a quinquennia) pcriod ini this locality fron-
1826 to 1833, with one fromi 1877 to 1882, bat

[. the saving of human lifé niay, in a sliglit nieabure,
bc approxiniated fron-i D)r. Farre's death rate in
Londlon generally, froin 1838 Lu 1842, and the death
rate froini î88o to 1884. FroI 1838 to 1842 it
% was 25-27 per i,000, wvhilst i8go to i884 it was
only 2V01 per 1,ooo.

Clielsea, sceparated froîîî Battersea only by the
bridge across thc Thaines, 1 found to bc a con-

- r.uiation of ]3elgravîia, the mlost aris;tocratic quar-
cer ini London now, but seventy years ago froni
Buckinghlanî PaLace to the river an unclrained,
marshy ground, very similar to Battersea fields.
As regards the ultimiate disposi of the scevage of
London, now polluting icth1iaîîies, the inhabi-
tants are inuch in the saine quanclary as those of
T'oronto. Tuie river Tlianes is the cloaca miaxima
ais thc bay unfortunately is for Toronto.

Ignorance witli the people, generally,lowee,
011 the subiect of the prevention of disease in 1832
vas a state c bliss, as on the questions of hygiene
there mîay be said to have been au ahnîost abboliu.
deartlî of works. \lîilst ini Italy, Ranazini in

Gerniaîîy, )Villich, Friediancler, and Ilallé ;ini
F*ýrance, risso') Barbier, Tourtelle, Rostan, and
Londé, liad giveîî bysteniatie contributions to tlîis
essenrial branclh of the niedical art, we searcli ini
Vain ini Great Britain for any- treatise tlîat places
the subjeet ini a light conforniable with tie inîport-
'ice it possesses. I except, of course, the wvritings
of the great philanthropist Howard, on the then
condition of the prisons in Great Britain and on
the continent of Europe, and of the lazzarettos in
the Medi terra ican and Consbtantitiople, and the
equally fervid appeals of Sir Gilbert Blaine to the
Goverrnîent of tic dlay on the subject of scurvy in
the navy anîd nierch.-nt service, and the e r--
be-forgottexi writings of Jenuier on vaccination ab a
protection froîîî sîîîall -)ox.

TIhe Frenîch niotto, &" Ltvenant .1ieux que
gifeiri," would seeni sity years ago to have been
regarded on Iy as true by the îîon-professionals.
Pra-ctitioiîers generally, of tiat day, apparently were

indisposed to allow that prevention is worth more
tlîan a cure, considering tlîat Lu thiem it was worth
nîncl less, and tlîat the less hîygienic inians were
attended to the gi caLer the cal] for the doctor.
Dr. Kilcrour, of Edinburglî and D)r. Fletchîer, the

able lecturer 011 iiedical jurisprudence in tIh'- extra-
mîural school of Medicine in Argyle Square in 13i
are the flrst w'riters on the subjcct ini Great Bi3rtain
that I amn acquainted wîtli. Ini thc work of the
fornmer, enitied - Lectures 01n the ordinary agents
of Life as applicable Lu 1-ygiene, Edinburgî, 13,

arc Lo be found soine sensible chapters on the in-
fluence of atmi-osphere, light, and venîtilation of
roomîs. t

Tliree otiier imiportanit poîints 0o1 thîe practise of
our art were at thie ime b)ut coniîaratively bitie
known, or (excepting by miodern practitioners> in
Uisc, and one scarcel), ever practised, viz., the two,
mîost famîiliar for tlîrowuuîg light on local organic:
conditionîs and as sud-i valuiable aids to a correct
diagnosis auscau%/a/ion and per-cussion. 'l'le tlîurd
revealiîîg thîe vital condition of the disease, viz.:
tiieclinical /zerjnwme/er- is Lu be found recoiieîîded.
chiefly ini thîe %vorks of Gerniiaui physicians of that
day, but fanîiliar only at the time spoken of to an
exceptîonally snall niunber of Britislh practi tioners,
ilotwithistandingý, that ini thie aphorisams of H-ippo-
crates anîd e'ven ini the writings of I-arvey, Vanî
Swittn, i3oerhave, Currie, anîd John 1-unter, the
conditions of the temîperature were viewed as fur-
nislîing clîaracteristic evideuice of fever.

Tu71e Westinrster Street Scliool of Med~icinie Ii
the west und cf London and the neighboring St.
George's Hiospital wvere, after the first tlîree years
of pupillage, mîy tri-îveekly resort for the reinaining
two years of indentures, at the expiration of whiîch
tinie ini the autuin of 188:2, I repaired to the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh. Bef*ore notîng a fev old-

ie remîiniscences of tlîis fiamîous university, ut
mîay uîot prove uniuîteresting to you if I very brielly
review the status of the different ranks of the pro-
fessiouî in Enmylanîd and WVales at that period,. and.
in fact in a nîcasure stîli prevaîling, as also ut thîe

exsugand gene;ahIly-spread feeling of antn-,onuisiuî
to the exclusiveness of the counicils of thie différent
universities in Great Britain wlîere aloxie degrees ini
Medicine could by the niajority of beekers be ob-
taiuîed, and as a consequence Uhe wide-sprcad,
clamour for mîedical reforn. The différent branches
of piactice were theuî separated by broad and
dlistiuîct liues both in public inistitutions and ini the
private walks of life-tlîe plîysician, the surgeouî,
thle apotliecary, or general practitiouier i nterferuvr
ver), littie, or scarcely at ail, wvitlî each other. Thie
last, ndeed, if qualifled by iiîeinbership of the

320


