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wlich mercurywaagiven the quantity of bile secret-
id was diminished te nearly a half of what it was
in the period preceding the ad4niuistration of that
drng. During the second ·period, the average
amount of bile secreted was on the whole greater
cn the days when no mercury was given than on

.the other days.
- Dr. Bennett comes to the conclusion that mer-
cS .y, when administered so as to impair the general
nutrition, lessens the biliary secretion; that given
to doge in either amali, gradually augmented, or in
lrge doses, it does not increase the biliary secrotion.
Ee finds that it docs not influence it at all so long
na neither purgation nor impàirnent of health are

ireauced.
As regards the other drugs employed, doses of

podophylline varying from two tu eight grains,
wheu given ta dogs, diminished the solid constitu-

nts of the bile whether tiey produced purgation
er fnot. Doses which prod,:ced purgation lessened
both the fluid and solid constituents. Doses of the
solid extract of taraxacum, varying from 60 to 240
gains, affected neither the biliary secretion, the
bowels, nor the general health of the animal-
Praeem mr, Jume, 1869.

Case of Ooocyodynia.

By W. R. FOX, M.D.,
$AN Lr.mcnno, CAL.

.lrs. K., aged 23, a resident of 'Vilmington, Ill.,
oonsulted me February lst, 1869, about a severe
pain in the region of the coccyx. I learned from
her, that ten months previous to this date she was
delivred of her first child, after a tedious labor.

er recovery from the accouchment was imperfect,
suffering for months from symptoms of anSemia.

Àlthough her general heal th had improved some-
ihat,. under tonic and restorative treatment, yet

sho ,complained greatly of pain in the lower part
the back. The pain was very much aggravated

by:walking, sitting down,!or rising from the sitting
,posture. . Upon examination, I found the lower
Qjisnt of the coccyx to be motionleas and tender ta

t touch. .The peliic organs were in a healthy
tendition, except that there was slight prolapsus

iteri. .There was no vaginismus. I pronounced
the aso ta be coccyadynia, and advised amputation

À portion of the coccyx. As ashe liad btained
hoerelief fren- treatment, but was growinig worse,
há readily consented to the operation.
<-Ihe operation was performed in the following
19enr:-The patient :a .1iced on the- right

and with the index-fingdr in-the reotuà, I

made fir pressure outwardly. Thon an incision
was made in the median line, down te the bone,
and of sufficient length to admit of disarticulation
at the second joint. The two o'wer bones were
thon separated fron their attachments and severed
at the second joint with small bone forceps. The
wound was closed with metallic sutures, and the
greater part healed by the first intention. My
friend, Dr. E. R. Willard, assisted at the opera-
tion.

The result, in the case, was perfectly satisfactory.
I a, few weeks, Mrs. K. was attending to her
housebold duties, free from pain, having greatly
inproved mentally and physically. A short time
since, I received a note from ,her saying she as uin
the enjoyment of good health, the operation having
been a success, etc.

Dr. J. (. Nott, formerly of Mobile. recommend-
ed and performed this operation 25 years ago, 15
years before the attention of the profession was
called to it by Professor Simpson.-Cicago Medical
Expositor, February, 1870.

On the Perchloride of Iron in Phthisis.

By E. SYMES TROMPSObi, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
Assistant Pbriclan, Hospital for Consumption, &c., Bronpton.

* * * * This preparation is se universally
applicable, that, with management, it may be given
in& almost every case in which steel can be borne.

That cod-liver oil and iron are now so universally
admitted te be the remedies in consumption in a
good illustration cf the fact that-so far at least as
common maladies are concerned-rational therapeu-
tics is taking the place of that unreasoning
credulity which would seek a specific for every ail-
ment. The real specific treatment of phthisis in
to put. and keep the body in as perfect a state of
bealth as possible ; the weak digestive and assimila-
tive power of the consumptive in due te poverty of
the digestive juices, and is best remedied by enrich-
ing the blood, whence these fluids are deriíved.

The improvement of appotite, diminution of
flatulence, &c., which occur under the perchloride
of iron is öften remarkable ; cod-liver cil, and
other fats previously refused; being digested with-
out discomfort. It both checks diarrhsa and re-
lieves constipation (by giving tone te the feeble
muscular fibres of the bowela) it lessens night
sweat--though theseoften call for oxide of zincin
addition-and is a valuable remedy in hSimoptysis.

It appears, tee, to exerciso a controlling influence
over the iammatory attacka so common in the
couîrse of. phsthisis. What We call " inlsmmation"4


