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aurrounding country, tu carry 'their niaterial froTa a -di-sýance, buit -tu
obtain the usual eoveringbf niould ýfor flic pair of raounds last -inen-
tioncd they have -ba.red -the -smootli umderIyi-ug rock of its acanty soil,

. z well defined circle about t'ic woiks.
The use of broken gneiss for a building material, -to the alrnost

entire exclusion of limestone, is a 'uoticeable feâture in the constzuc-
tion of these works, -and it is the more renïarkable when it is known
that the latter could hayve -been procured at much less labjur fron -the
immediâte Bay shore, where it aboutids in the formn of debris. This
circumstance -may perhaps:show themigration, of the race, and with
othèr characteri.-tics, assist in unveiliiîg the customs and philos6phiy,
or superstition, which obtained aînong thiem.

Frocm the limited daia before -as, it -iould be impossible to determine
the positive age of these mou'nds, but t:ht uxsual eide-nes -of the
aËtiquity of sncb %vorks wre nôt wanting here, and will enable -us f0
arrive at a proximate -period. The grovith of the largest sizedl forest
trees upon the tops -of them, (in one instnnce -an oak :stump, eight
feet in circumference, :and -now seen in a deeayingstate), place thé
date of their erection sevetral centuries anterior to the first 'explovratioxi
of' the -countriy. Lt may also be inferred that 'the Massassgga Indians,
Who were found ýby the early Frencli Voyageurs inhabiting the Buy
region, were ignorant of the origin of thie works9, for previous -to 1-820,
and whilst that tribe was still numerous and pagan, they-allowed the
mounds upon their fa-rorite camping grounid f0 o b ransacked -with
impunity. Neither have the survivors -of that trihe, and wlfo were
removedl iii 1830 to Mnwick, near -Rice Lake, any known tradition
which -will assist this, enquiry. The Bay of Quinté, and the River
Trent, formed .Ïrrts of -a well-knowvn route for ivar -parties to rpass to
andl from the wiest; a-ad during the F-reich-oceupation of this country,
were -frequently used by soldiers, uxissiotiaries, and traders .to ascend to
thxe Upper Lakes ; and yet the writings of that period, in. mrany -other
pax'icularis 50o precise,:are -sient -as to rites or ceremonies among the
neighbouring Indians, which wotild 'have -required such works. We
mnust t erefore Iook for information in. some -other quarter, and, -as yet,
the -facts collected by the varions writers of -the present day, -are
e.xpressed un such general ferms that we czanuot arrive at any satis-
factory conclusion. The supposition, however, that a common custom
prevailedl in very aistent parts -of' the continent, whether in branches
of the saine tribe or axnong varions races, is ffo more unreasonable


