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ters which bind the slave; they advert also
to the prejudices which afilict the coloured
freeman. We cannot say, that we feel at all
less strongly un this subject than on slavery
itself. ‘There are, indeed, reasons which
make it to us the more afilictive of the two.
The degradation of the free blacks is certainly
not ““‘a political institation” of any part of
the Union, nor is it founded on any different
relation which they bear to the body politic,
as compared with the whites. And, what-
ever pretext might be found for their oppres-
sion in 2 region of slaves, there obviously can
be none where slavery is unknown. Yeta
strong and general prejudice against people
of colour is cherished even in the Northern
States ; where it mnust be a matter of mere
prejudice, generated by the pride which it
subsequently fosters, and as ungencrous and
unholy as it is proud.

It is to us nothing less than marvellous,
that this grievous oppression, both of' the hond
and the free, should exist and be clung to by
a nation which glories in its liberty, and
which was the fiest to proclaim to other lands
that the rights of all are equal ; but it is not
for us to bewail this inconsistency, nor the
injury which is thus done, in the eyes of the
world, to the otherwise noble institutions
which it impairs and undermines. It is,
however, more than marvellons to us, it is
almost incredible, that the indefensible and
cruel prejudice against persons of colour,
should have been adopted by the churches of
Christ, and manifested in the worship and
ordinances of his house! He was meek and
lowly in bheart.  Are his followers not to
copy his example?  Would he have treated
persous of African descent as the slightest
mixture of tainted blood causes them to be
among you? You know that he would not ;
and, i you imitate him, you will do so no
nwre.  Degrading  distinctions, which say
not “ L am Aolier,” but only “1 am whiter
than thon.” will instautly be banished from
places of divine worship; and the reforma-
tion hegun here will be extended cheerfully
to the entire system of which these are a
part.

In pressing the fuliilment of (his dnty vp-
on you, dear hrethren, we have the advan-
taze of being able to say, that it is impeded
by no obstacle.  There can be no case in
which the retention of the prejudice we are
combating can be obligatory or imperative.
In indulging it, you are only pampering the
pride of your own hearts, or yielding to the
curzent of fecling around you. As Christ-
ians, you are called on te mortify the former,
and stem the latter.  Nothing hinders you
from beginuing, and even from trivunphing,
at once.  The object may be achieved the
first moment you are detern.ined to achieve
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it. And, permit us to assure you, that,
whenever this momeut shall arrive, it will be
inferior to none in the history of your
churches, for honour to the name you pro-
fess, for prosperity to the churches you com-
pose, and for prosperity to the country vou
adorn.

Dear brethren, * our mouth is open unto
you, our heart is enlarged.” But we speak
not alone. We call to remembrance, that
we are addressing a body, the sentiments of
some of whom, and a number rapidly increas-
ing, are in unison with our own., We re-
joice in the abundant evidence which has
reached us of the fact, that the attention of
many has been awakened, and that the voices
of many have been heard. Yes; America
bas heard on this subject the voices of many
of her sons ; and, with delight we have seen
among the band of her abolitionists (and
wmany in spirit, we trust, are such, who have
not adopted the name,) a large number of
our own denomination. No words can ex-
press the warmth of our sympathy with
them, or the ardour of our desire, that, on
this great occasion, our entire denomination
may be of one heart and one mind.  Be as-
sured, dear brethren, that the extinction of
oppression, whether of the bond or free, is a
work which lies with the churches of Christ.
They can do it. ‘They must do it. They
will be responsible for the continuance of op-
pression, with all its crimes and horrars, if
they do it not.  And, as no portion of the
church of Christ in the United States, is more
influential than your own, as none has been
more abundantly blessed with those extraor-
dinary operations which exhibit religion in
its mightiest energies; as none is more
prapt or more vigorous in all other works
of faith and Iabours of love, so we entreat
you to suffer none to be more forward, or
mory active, in this good cause. We know
that over the same cause both our fathers and
ourselves slept too long; but it would be poor
evidence that we had been awakened, if we
were to use no efforts for the arousing of our
brethren. We wish to believe, that what-
ever slumber remains among vou, is but that
of inadvertency and inconsideration. It can-

! not he that you will refuse to pnt away this

“ accursed thing,” when its true aspect shall
have appeared to you. An enlizhtened con-
science and o melting heart will be far more
prompt and effectunl than our importunitics ;
and, perhaps even while we are writing,
may he rendering oug, importunities needless,

Can we, dear brethren, without showing
unreasonable fears, again entreat you to re-
ceive in kindness, what we have written in
the fulaess of our hearts? Or, can we hesi-
tate to anticipate that serious consideration
of our remarks, that willing acquiescence in



