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thanks to God, w ho put the saine
earncst care into the hieart of Titus
for yoti." 'Was Paul afraid Titus
would be too urgent on this topie ?
or that lie might devote too muchel
attention to itPr Did iPatil tinik it,
required only a passing remiark to'
orngin ate, regulate, andI cumiplete this;
grace ? I-is own wvords answer ail
these questions :-"1 \e desired Titus
that as lie had heyun, so lie would
aise fiais/t in you the saine gr'ace
also." Thus then, dear b rotie r,
wliilst it is the grace of God bestowed
on the ehurches, it is granted in the
order of mneans, 'vhich it beconies tic
servants of Christ Nvisely, affection-
ately, and serioiisiy to apply. We
may now briefiy advert to somne of:
these arguments and suggestions
%vhieh Paul empioys. Aîîd, /irsi,
he guards them against the deception
of ail resolutions which fait short of
action.:-" Nowv, therefore, perforai
the doing of it, that as there -,vas a
readiniess to will, so there mnay bc a
performance also out of that whichi
you have." To res'bive is one thing;
to perforai another; andIl "Better is
it that a man slîould not ' resolve' at
ail than ' resoive' andI zot perform."
To resolve lias the shew of virtue,
and miay therefore blind conscience
iii the moment of serious rcviewv, and
se prevent it fromi reflecting that
salutary pain wvhichi inight issue iii
reforin, on tic recollection of hiaving
oinitted duty. Again; to resýolve
and net perforin, subvcrts one pur-
pose foi' which (what are catledt) our
passive afflections arc placed in our
bosom. It is possible f'or the erno-
tion of pity, wvhichi tenîds and is
intended to produce the active habit
of relieving distre-ss, tu degenerate
under f'requent excitemen t, unacconi-
panied with action, into tic sickly
scnsibility of the romance readci'.
He mwceps over the fianci(:d dis of bis
hero, but regards Uic real îîîiscrics of
life witliout an eff'ort to relieve. Now
sucli appears the tciîdeîîcy of resolv-

ing to do good without doing it,
Thie vigéour of the emotion is wvasted,
%'ithout inducing the habits of whicli
it %vas to bc the originator. ht
follotis, timerefore, in atterîîptitig to
produce a heatthy scriptural liberality,
we imist guard agaitist a readiness te
will -%vhcîî unaccomipanied wvith a
performance thereof:-I Wlhen thou
vowcst a vow~ unto God, defer flot to
pay it; for lie liath no pleasure ini
foots: pcrform t tiat wvhieli thou hast
vowie(1."

A second argumnent wvhicli Paul
cmploys is, the proportion and coin-
pleteness wvhicli this virtue wvould give
to their character. "lThierefore' as
ye abound ini every thing, in faitlî,
and utterance, and knowledge, and
iii ail diligence, and in youir love to
us, see that ye abotind iii this grace
aise." A Christian may exhibit îuiuch
of the imiage of GotI, andI yet if tue
lineament of character be wanting,
lîov dcfectively lie refleets the praises
of liinx who is good, and doth good,
andI wlo, wvhen lie became a mai),
wvent about continually doing good.
Does beauty consist in lovely propor-
tion ? Surely niot less so in comîpte-
tion of parts. How often it occîirs
iii the instructions of Moses-l'A
laiib without blinishi." In this he
forcwrote the perfect character of our
blessed Lord, of wlioxn we are to be
imiitators, as dear children: possess-
iîîg riclîly the otlier gifts of tuie
Spirit, tiîis grace affords the coni-
pleteness of a whiole, the glowN of a
finish-"1 sec tiîat ye abound iii this
grace also."

A itird suggestion of Patil is tdie
air of sincerity wvhichl it woutd give
to our expressions of love : "lAndI to
prore t/he sincerity of your love." An
appeal te our owvi cousciousness illv
often satisfy us that w~e love GotI, lis
peopie, and creatures ; aniff yet a
degrcc of1 deubt as te tue supreniaey
of Cspiritual affiection mav obtair',
fronii a well knewn fact of ur nature,
viz., that sensibility is proîincrîelt ifl
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