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NOQ. 10.

Rcview of Il on » Universalism,

IR« But Isay unto you, Love your enemies:
pless them that curse you: do good to
&hem that hate you and zray for them that
b ’cspzquully use you and perscenie you—
Klat you aay be the chiluren af your Father
blich isin hoaven s For he saketh the
pun L0 rise on the evil and on the good, and
Rendeth ryind on the just and on tic wujust.

Blath. 5: 1, 45. (No. 16; p. 42.)

This pussage, as our author remarks,
i consider «t strong ground in onr favor.”
ft declares  another glorious truth—that
Riod isalike good unto all, the evil as welt
s the righteous—{rom which fact we justs
By infor the ultimate and-upiversal blessed-
fress of our race.  Our Saviour commands
fis 10 love our enemics, to bless them that
j:urse us, &c., that.we may be the children
“our Futker in Heaven—that is, that we
gray be like him in character—not in the
Nrimery senso of creation, for in that
feenso, as we have scen, all arg his children
‘B—but his children chardcleristically ; and
fhen refers to two great blessings in na-
gure, the sunshino and the rain, in proof
khat God is good to /is encmies—that he
ps alike good to both “the just and the un-
bust?® It not only refutes the idea that
"BGod will cternally torment his ene.
gnies—the ¢ evil” and ‘“unjust,’* but en the
piher hand, declares that he will even dZess
fhem ! Surely: we may infer any thing
fese from this than-the doctrine of eadless
Founeshment !

But says our autkor, * the Saviorhere
refers only to 2emporal things, and not to
fihose things which relate to God's speritu-
1or moral government.” Indeed! And
pre we to undegstand by this that although ;
BGod is good to allin a temporal sense, yet
Rhal he is not so.in & sprritual sense 1 Are
Bis tcmporal blessings frecly bestowed
zpon all—¢ the just and the unjust,” while
ois moral and spiritual blessings are only
gor the “ust?”’  We shall see. Lot us
g-ow. glance at some of the leading and
fmore prominent blessings. of the Father
Bof all, and sce, if possible, what are their
character and extent. .
‘1. Theblessings of ezistence and life
re direct blessings from the Almighty,
d are confered of his own free wiil and
“lecsure without any conditions o2 our
Eart.  Man was not consulted on the ques-
gion whether he would bo made or not be
nade; God created him in his own image,
and: pronounced the work coob.

2. Naiural, or temporal blessings :—
These aro “free and ynconfined*>—confer-
4+d aliko upon the ‘evil and the good’—:he
jast and the unjust.> God,.in the bestow-
Inent of his favors, is no resgpector of per-
‘Rons ; and in proof that his tomporal Hes-
sngs are impartially distributed upon-all,
w¢ needonly refor to tho two oxamples
fuoted by our Savior—the sunshine, ond
the.rain- - although othiers might be men-
tioned. Now it is true, ag our remarks,
fMan must work—he must improve these
Sblessings, or he will starve to desth, and
§God will not pity him.> But you will

lings-of God.are WITHOUT REPENT-

. —

uonnl-ho has dono hls pmt. To gives
life, reason, riysical stretigth, and health
—tho soil te cultivate, the sun to invigorate
it, and to givo us light, tho ‘early and lat-
er rain,’ to cause the seed to spring up and
grow,—sced time and harvest—earth, nir
and water, with all their ton thousand pro-
ductions and facilities. These we call
dircet blessings,. because they come direct-:
Iy from the Almighty and do not depend:
upon raan’s conduét or charncter for their
cxistence. Bubitis necessary formai to
eal in order to Zive ; dnd in order-to cat
he must work, for, *If any man will not
‘work, neither shall he eat’—‘the sluggard.
shall beg inthe harvest and have.nothing.”
In fine we must: work—~must pursue ‘thel
different avocations: of life, in order to
procure food, clothing, education, compet.
ence, and whatever we wny: desire-of the
lusuries of life. Here you perceive are
other blessings, which may be termed-in-
direct—such-as wo work out for ourselvcs.
‘God.here becomes the rempte, and man the
prozimate cause. ‘These, then, are not to
be set down as blessings of God, in a
direct sense, but are blessings which result
from our own exertions, and our improve-
ment of the Jiberal and impartinl-blessings:
which our Father bestows upon ail.

3. Moral and Spintial Blessings:’
God hes given us a Moral Law and Mor-
al precepts, to govern' and regulate our
conduct-=by the observance of which we
shall sccure our présent happiress, so far
os jtcan be secured by righteous conduct
and correct moral deportment. He has
given us Spiritual blessings :— declared
himselfto be our Father and our Friend,
and that'he has prepared & Heaven and
Home for us far beyond this vale of tears
—has mude knowa his purposes concern-
ing us, and our future destiny —and by the.
ndvent, death, and resurrection of hisSon,
has revealedto us the Undying Life bey ond
the grave, ‘These are the Moral and
Spiritual blcssmvs of our Heavenly Fath-
er; andnow I a;]x, What did' man ever do
which caused God to Dbestow these bless-
ings? Arethey in any way conscquent
upon any thing which man Zasdone, cun
orwilldo? No. % Whilewe were veT:
stx~ers, Christ died: for us.”  Whae in-
duced God to mako-the revelation which
he has from time to ime made by his
holy prophets? «What called the Savior
from the bright realms-abdve to suffer and
die-in this world, and thereby bring “rirr:
and IMMORTALITY fo light’—the greatest
blessing ever yet bestowed vpon man ?
Was it our rightcousncss, or any good
thing we'had done? Nothing, I affirm,
but the unboundadiLove and GocoNEss of
our Father—unless it was our wickedness,
our 2relched condition, andiour greal nced
of such blessings. * Tho gifts and cal<

ANCE»—and so I contend are his Jles-
sings, all his blessings to the childron of
men—1Yoth in Time, and in Eternity.—

“What of the futvure Existence 2

——

to the Natural and Temporal—if we do
not lay-hold of, and tirn.then to account,
wo-shall dorive butlittle, if any, benefit
fromhem, Ifwe do not accept the Mornl
blessingg, and.govern our conduct accord-
ing to their diclates, we will have to suffor
the:consequente ; and if we neglect the'
Scriptural blessings: which have been so
freely placed at our disposal,.our souls, the-
spiritugl mon, will famish—we ghull starve
lo death! As God: hag given us Natural:
and Temporal blessings—the suni, rain,,
carth, nirand seas, with all their fruits.and
countless praducts,and tells us te muke-use
of them, prepare themand eat ; and live,
physically ; sohas. he given us Moral and
Spiritual blessings—+his Divine-Law—the
relation he sustains to us—his character,
Will- and Purpose—bis Promises and |p;
bright Re\elatxons of what await in the
I‘uture—nnd commands us to lay hold of

eat of them, that we may live, spiritually,

blessings which thus result to us from faith
and corducty may, as in the other epse, be
termcd sccozxdary, or Zndirect blessings—
stch.as we work out_for ourselves, and are
ouly for the present, ortime being. DBut
whatif we neg]ect the Moral and Spiritual
blessings which our Father has given us ?
what 1!" we do not bc?zcve the promises and
revelations. be  has made, disregard his
Mol precepts, and thereby suffer o
moral and spiritual deatk, all our life time !
Will he damn us eternally on that account 2
As scon should it be said that he will e
ornally damn us for not making use of his
Temporal blessings—for xeflusing to work
or to cat, and thus allowing us fo die
from physical Runger! Tle that will not
tork, shall not za, but must die—and that
is tha penalty. Ho that will not obey,
mavst suffer the- consequence, though it be
even. to:deatl,—and that is the penalty.—
He thes rejects the gospel—refuses to de-
lieve the promiscs, will exist all his lifetime
in astate. of spiritual death—ond that is
the ponalty. Thus you see God hss sup-
pliec-us with avery blessing necessary Sr
our existence, happiness. and well-being,
n this.present life ; and & is withus to
say whether we will make use cf them,
and lite—oz raject them, and dic ;-either
Physically, morally or spiritually —ihe
conseguence in.neither case. reaching be-
yond the prasent moda of existence. This
leads me to speak,

4. -Qfthe Future aad Etcrnal bles-
sings 3 And as we have seen that the bles-
sings of our Heavenly Fathor in the pres-
ent world, whether Temporal or Spiritual,
are.free and impartial, not depending upen
the.conduct of man Jor their existence—
so we concluda-will they be in the futurs
world. What are the conditions of the
Résurrection?  What of Immortaltiy?
‘Theso
wo affirn will be universal and uncpndi-
tional blessings direct from tho hand:of the

Now itis trué in relstion to these great

Frotice that God’s blessings are uncondi-

toral and Spiritual blessings, as in relation

Almighty. Through his Son he hns giv-
cn us. the assurance Ehm he. will.raise, al)

thery, ond BLESS OURSDLVDS j=—t10 .

while we tabernacle in the flesb. The
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men from the dead, and through him, cn-
dow them with an Immortal existonce.—
Tho assurance of this fact is given to. us
in this world, 1‘\_&\ through faith wo may
lay kold on the promise set before us~that
it may comfort us Jere and sustainus in
the hour of dealh. - Aid just so suro as
God’s word is.true,- 50 sure will there be a
resurrac.:mt of. the -dead, “both of the
just nnd ghe unjust;” and just so sure as
all men.are xmscd from tho dead, so sure
will gl be mado immorfal.  And just so
sure as “gil bear the image of the earthy
in this worid, so sure will all bear the,
imagé of; the heavenly” in the future ; and,
I wiil add, so syre agall bear the image of
the keavenly in ;he resurrection or future
state, just so sure will all be %oly and hap-
py. Thus we sce the Lessixas of God
to the children.of men, both in time and

m eternity, are free, universal and unmer-
xtod—-by any thing we may-ar can do.—
And why should they not be ? Heis our
Father—the Father of ant. Lifo and £X-
istence are given to all ;—tho sunshine
and’ ,.hc shower aro alike for all :—the
Gospel isafree gift unbougit by any thing,
we had dore; and so willbe the great
blessings of the Future. The Resuriec-
tion will embrgce all--all will be placed-on
the same footing, and all be happy in pro-
portion to their capabilities for enjoyment.
And now. if there be something for us 1o
do inahat woﬂd asin this; if there be
Zaws for us to obey, 2 Gospel for us to be-
lieve—if it be recessary for us to work 1n.
order to enjoy the blessings. of that exist-
ence and be pe:fectly happy, then of course
we shall have to do so, or suffer the conse-
quence. But it will be time enough for us.
to know this when we get thore.

Thus we view the blessing of God. —
fixd although our Savior in the. text refer-
ed to but tiwo of them in proof of the im-
pattial goodness of the Fathor—the sun
and the 7ain—yct he might with equal:
propriety and certainty have: yefered tor
any, or to all. He chose these no doubs
because they were the-most striking andi
femiliar, and wonld be the-mast readxl} re-
cognizediby his hearers.  But to return.

This text we say is strong ground in:
our faver. Wo are commanded to love,
Lless, pray for. and do good' to our cne-
mies : Why so2that we may be like Go,
be the children of our Father in heaven..
Buthow so?  If Godswill torment, porse-
cute, and cruelly puxish Zis ¢ enemies’—
those thet:*cursey’ and “hate’ him—in o
hell of firo 0.2l eternity, can we be Zika-
hun—Dbo his ‘children’ characterirtically,
if we dless and do good o our ‘enemies 2’
Suroly there is some mistako here! Either

-chould torment and punish oxr enemics
w the utmost of our ability, and thereby
gratify and still increase our hollish and:
diabolical propensitias for cruelty and ye-
venge, in order to be like-Gad, to-be his.

|children—or tJse it is.not truo that he-willy

deal thus with, Ais enemics. But there i3.
0 room-for doubt here = our Saviorseties.

the. question ; for T dlessing pur anamiae



