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ment whiclî bid fair at onet ime te rcv-
olutionize the Islainie system, by strik-
ing directly at the orthodox views cf
inspiration, the nature cf tlxe Divine
attributes, and the questions connected
*wvith free-will and fate. It was, un-
doubtcdly. a great intellectual. meve-
ment, a revo!t against a system, already
becomle liard snd fzi-t ; but iL lacked
the moral and spiritual clement, and se
utterly failed. Ibn Khaldun, the great-
est cf the Arab historians, says 1 it wvas
a pernicieus dogma wvhieli bas wvorked
great evils.' In due course erthodoxy
reasserted its power, and the Mutazila
mouveinent failcd. The final blow was
given by AI Ashari. ' The Mutazilas,'
it is said, 'lield up thieir licnds till sucli
time as (3od produccd AI Ashari te the
world.' As a young mani, this famous
theologian had bccn a follower of the
Mutazilas; but one day, standing on
the stops cf the pulpit in the great
inosque nt Bansra, lie tlirew awvay his
?afian, amd said, '0 ye, who are met
tofzthcr! Likeasl eust away this gar-
ient, so do I rcnouuc ail that 1 for-

nierly believed.* Hec sooni becarne a
person of mucli influence. Ile over-
threw the liberal scliool, zund bis prin-

cpcsand methods hiave ruled the
grcater part of tht world cf Iskini ever
since. This is te o regrettedl, for iL in-
tensified in Islam ils nprogressive na-
ture and led te its present stagnation,
thus reiidering ail hope cf social, moral,
:and pelitical rcformn vain. The deeper
rmson for the failure cf the 3Mutazilais,
4n reason which cqually applies te, mod-
ern moveinents toward reforin now, la
wcll put by Dr. .Euren :

"' The caprice cf a tyrant mnay have
been the occasion o! the overthrow ef
the Mutazilas, but its real cause Isy
dceper, in the essence cf Islam, «which,
thtr popular instinct had apprehiended
justly. The niasses wexe netconipetent
ta follow the discussions cf the sehol-
ars, but they felt thant the def enders of
Ille uncreated Qxirau were uplio]ding
thp ah)sulute dlaims cf their religion,
Rsud must thereforo bce riglit. The law
o! Islam centains admirable moral pre-

cepts. and, what is more, succceds in
bringing titeixi into practice. But this
!S flot cnoughi to, makie it an ethlical re-
ligion. It Nvas the glory of the Muta-
zilas that they endeavored to, raise it to
this character; but their effort struck
at once upon the rock thiat r.,ust ulti-
niately *wreck iL, tue jbxdZ Cc7rater of
I1am, fc-ed c e Mhen ; izay, fixed even
frora t7ie outset. fonce, too, the fact
that their fail was followed by ne resur-
rctiei. ' "-EwÂi)viD SELI,, 2i 07iurc7&
Jliesionarj lntellignwr.
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Mîiý ZJissionary Mectings.-The an-
nuai meetings cf the ]3aptist blissionary
Society wcre rnarked by a tone of cri-
courageinent amounting nt times te
jubilation. Having regard to the spir-
itual side cf the werk, the ground for
satisfaction was considerable. Large
additions te the native churches in In-
dia, China, and on the Conigo were re-
ported z the elemcntary day schools
show au increascd, at tendance, whule the
Suuday-schools, xanifcst a stili more
xnarh-ed advauce in numbers. Fourteen
new inissionaries have beexi sent eut
during the past twelve months ; and as,
in varieus quarters, native churches
bave become, in superc.vision and support,
independent of English aid, the: soeiety
lins been able te tura its energies te,
fresli fields.

A pleasing feature ia the treasurer's
Statemrent %Vas the wVelcome announice-
ment that the heavy debt, aînouuting,
reuglîly speaking, te $120,000, had been
cxtinguishied. The secretary, A. Ir.
Biaynes, Esq., appcalcd. for more mis-
sien laborers, and nnounced thnt ne
suitable candidate -,vho hand offcred hini-
self as a missienary had beca refusedl
during the past year. The Rev. Dr.
Gcoriýg S. Barrctt, e-x-President e! the
English Congregational Union, having
just rcturxied froni Janiàica,, bore a
spltn(lid tcstiniony te mission -work
from the rcsuits tnit have accrued i
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