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lit Defeusc of Ladoga llct

Po thec Rditor of <lhe Colon i«i.
MNany cf tlîo lending icîvspapers cf the coun-

try have pthlislietl %ithlà tîe fiant fcw wceks
the rcstilta of a comparative test recently made
je Minneapolis, Mien., cf tho vaie cf Ladoga
wvhoat for milling as coînparcti witlî Red Fyfo
and otmer sorts ie which the Latdoga wheat wvas
holti te ho very inforior. Articl..s lieadcd
l'Latdoga îvhcat a f&i!ntre" have hee coniin
and the large nanibor of lettt-rs of enquiry froin
farmers whL lî,have of lato hecu riceived at the
E xporiniental Fat et leadit me te ucsk the use of
yonr coltîiiosi, te mnako îvliat 1 believo te bu a
fair precetatien of the %îtîole question.

It lias lung heen kuîuwe that varucties et
grain ripencd as far north as ir, te possible te
grow thon wvlere tîme enîniner seasoîi is short,
often ecquutire by a fon,- process of aciiîatilza-
tien an carly ripeung habit. Thiis habit, once
stamped by nature on atîy parýicular varicty,
appears te bo rctained hy that grain even whee
it je groivu ie localitios wlîcre tlie season is
longer. As seoti as possible after the organiza
tien cf the Experieutal Fari was bgun,
efforts %vere madie, under instruction cf the
Ministor cf Agriculturo te obtain froin North
cre Russia, coute cf the hest early.ripeeieg
varieties cf îvheat grown there fer exporiîiioentai
test in Canada. Correspondence wvas cpened
in Noember, 1886, ivitli a seced dealer cf uigli
repute in Riga, Mrt. E. Geegginger, and a
sanîple cf the beat Redi Fyfe obtainable was
forwardeul te hue witlî thie requet tlîat lie
ivoulti select and forîvard te tho Experimental
l"arni at Ottawa, 100 bushels cf tlîe beet early.
ripcning Wvlcat hoe could obtain, anti te get it as
nearly as Possible eq ual in quality te thiesample
cf Rcd Fyfe sent.

In reffly, Mlr. CGoegginger etated that lie had
seeurcd and forwarded ene cf tlîe meet lîighly
estcemed carly.ripceiîîg varicties preduced je
Northern Rtissia; that it was a %viîeat mucli
valiucd .,hort on accouint cf its quality, and,
beieg grown near Lake Ladoga, je latitude 60,
iiorth of St. Petersburg, it was knewn as
Ladoga wlîeat. iý'hen tlîis vhjeat arrived ie
tIsa spring cf 1837, aed before it was distributed,
samples weieau itc to several parties îvho
were believed te ho goond judges cf whcat frontî
a Nortliwest standpoitit, and they al gave it
os their opinion that the Laidoga wliat was cf
gond quality. This grain was distributeti at
once amcng farîîîore ie Manitoba ced the Norths-
iveet Territeries, asîd soine cf it wvas sent te the
Indian ageecies for teste. It proved carlier
je ripeeiug tlan lied Fyfe by an average cf
about tee days, and titat early ripeeing quality
it stili ictaies. Ie the spring of 1888, a furthcr
distribution cf tlie wlieat was made, and after
the luarvest cf that year, a sufficiet quaetity
was obtained te make seite tests cf ite MilliLg
qualities.

Sixteen huchels cf Ladoga whicb had heen
greive at the Experimeetal Farm, at Indien
Head ivere takien with a sinîjlar quantity cf
the best tîuality cf Red Fryfe growa je an
adjoieing field te tho greller ijl at Fort Qu'.
Appelle. Thc fleur of the Ladoga wliîe cein-
pared witlî the Red Fyfe had a slightly deeper
yallow ahade. The preduet frein botlî these
varioties was forwvarded te Ottawa whcre cacka

-,ere sent te two cf the leadieg liakiers and after
a careful test hoth gave it as tlîclr opinion
tîmat the Ladoga was tlîe atrenger fleur of the
tvo aithougli darker je celer. Samples of the
breatl, fleur and grain of botlî Ladoga andi Red
Fyfe xvere subinitteul aise te the Agricultural
Comnîittco cf tho lieuse of Comnt;n wvhc tlue
imîct critical moiubern could flild île fanit ivith
the Ladoga other thae cn the gronud of its be.
ing a little yellewver thae RetI Fyfe. Samples
o! the Ladoga grains grown ie tlifTerent parts
o! the Dominion wero aise sent te the lcadieg
Buards of Trade in Canada and te a numbor of
apecial experts for their opinion. Tu indîcate
tlîe uljcet je viuw je tho introduction of Ladoga
itheat, peumita site te u1uote the felloiig frein
the latter m li.li %vas, 'aritten by me tu the
boards of tratie ced experts aud fou wardcd
iil tlîe sauîplos

"lIt is weil knewn thiat farinera ie the nortlî.
cru parts cf Manitoba and the Territories have
je tIi" past suffercd much lees froîs the frozen
wlieat and they are anxieus Io obtu.e soune
variety îvhich wilI ripee a few days carîjer
than the Red Flyfe se as te admit of it beieg
lîarvcsted beote the early fLests eccur. Se
atreeg is this feeling that farmnera are willing te
grow inferier vatietice ratiier than suffar sucli
los.scs as thoy have exporieaiced in tme past."

"Ini viowv cf tbis condition of thinge, efforts
are bcieg matie, untier the iestiuction of the
M inister cf Agriculture, te endeaver te secure
an early ripeniîg wlueat cf goo'l quailly as
nearly up te the standard of tac Red Fyfo as
possible. Yeti wiIl bear iii mind that thie
abject o!' thia in~troduction is net by aey mences
te dieplace tlîe Red Fyfe; I think the growtli
of that variety ahouladb hoieîcoragcdl je every
practicable way, but the Minister desirea tîat
an carlier wbi-eat ef '<rot quuulify 8hotild be
groîvn where thie Red Fyfe dees net aucceed,
aud thuediscourage and prevcnt,as faras is prac.
ticable, the introduction of caf t and iuîfcrier
varieties cf wlieat, se tbat tic preseet liigb
standard cf eur Nortiwcat grain may bu gener-
ally maietaincd, anti at the saine turne the
necessity cf farmners muet aed tho seulecment cf
the counutry atimnulated."

I shall1 net wcary your readers with details cf
the opitnions of the experte on these. averai
sainpîca of Ladoga wlîeat; they werc meet per-
plexieg and varicîl ce the came sanîple, je seine
instances frein soft te extra No. 1 hacd. AUl
tliese particuulars, tegether with the rpsuIts of
a number cf careful analysis cf these wircats by
'Mr. F. T. Slîutt, chemist af the Experimental,
Farin, will be found je Bulletin No. 4, issued
freint te Central Experimiecetal Farin je March,
1889.

A second millieg test wvas made bite tlîe saine
seasan, by takting te thc relier miii at Souris,
Man., about 20 bushels of Ladoga and a alunilar
quautity a! Red Fyfe of saine wcight, grewe at
the Expcriental Farm nat Brandon, and the
results obtaincd werc precisely ajînilar te tboe
already given.

le sumnîing up the avidenca subinitta ini
Bulletin No. 4, 1 wrote as fellcws: «IThe
Ladoga %wheat has heurn subjectcd ta a searching
criticistn ; tables cf flie cutire reselts cf its
grcwth have heen given ; the public bave been
advised cf ccl dcfccts as have been noted dur-
ing the pregrese cf tho twe ycara' tests, andi
makieg tho most liberat aitowanco for these
de! cta, it seonis net tee mcl te say that tho
evidence thus far~ ebtaied is sufficicnt te show ;

that the Ladoge is a productive and valuiablo
variety of liard wheat, whirh fias thus far
ripencd oer the whole Dominion ton days
carlier on the average than tho Rcd Feyfe, that
the botter samples obtaiucd are fully ae riohi la
glutens as the bU-st Red Fyfe, and 'xhile the cul.
tivation of the Red Feyfe sliould be rccomnimd.
ed in evcry section of the Northvest, %whero it
ia làltoly with carly aowiîîg te ecapo tlio autumui
froste, the growtlî of the Ladoga niaty bo saoly
encouragca wlîerover the ripning of the Red
F.Vfe is uncertain withoîit incurring tho rîek of
materially lotvcîiug the ropttitation or thut gen.
cral qjuality u! Caiîadian liard nhcit.

Theco, as far as 1 cau recail, are tic stroegest
wor,18 cf pruiso 1 have cçer uttercd couccruing
Ladoga %% theat, and 1 tluek no eue waili cenztder
thein ext&avagaîit % 'ho will rcad tlw crîdeeco ie
its favor stthm'tted in Bulletin 4. In tho two
tests of înaking fleur front Ladloga whleat grown
ie Caniada snd its cemparisen u ith Red Fy fo,
the cemuparigens were ie ovury respect fair,both
varieties being equally pintai and wvdll devel.
oped, whercas ie tic roe.eîîtly publishced teste
at Mimineapolizi, a vcry poor 8ainple of Ladoga
wlicat %vas taken, ivcighing ouly 57 Ibs. te the
bugliel, anti eompared with a vcry choico
sample of Red Fyfc, weighing 63 tbe. to the
bushel. (;omtment on oîîeh a test ie uneces-
aary.

iVhen the resultr, of the Canadian tcst cf
grlnding the Ladoga wcte made public niany
cf the millers thouglit that ne satisfactor3' trial
cotild b>e matie %vith quantitieri se sinail as f roin
18 te 25 buthels (thc recent Minneapolis test
wvas witli 25 buslicis) and efforts have been
mnade every year simice te have snob a test made
as weuld bo satisfactory, ene that weuld defiu-
itely seutle the quebtion of thc relative valu(. te
the inillers of Ladoga -and Red leyfe. I ain
pleased te bc able te say tîmat arrangements
have lately becen comptcted with thc Dominion
Milling Ce. ef Toronto, with this object iie
viewv, and a carload of Ladoga wvhcat, grewn in
the Nortlîwest, %vill ehortly bc av'aitable fer
the purpece. As accu as tic results ef tîmat
test arc matie known tlîey wvill be matde public.
ln the in=atiine it wvould be unwie te attacli
auy weight te the test whieli lias recently been
made in Mieneacpolis.

Lt sliould neyer ho forgottcn that the wvork
earried on by the Eîcporiimncntai Farnis with ew
vark£ties cf grain is purcly experimiental. No
effort je spared to secure every premieihig sort
for test. Tho whoic wvorld lias been laid under
tribute for tlîis purpese. Manty varicties cf
wheat have heen brought ffrom Russia, Ger-
Many. Ferance, Great Britain and otlier parts cf
Europe ; etlier sorte bave biceu breught front
the Cape cf Good Hoe anti Algiers ie Africa.
Asie, bas cent its quota front the plaina ef Itidia
and fern tho metntain districts cf the Huimai.
ayas, frein altitudes cf 10.000 te 17,000 fect
abeve the cea. Otlier varieties have been
lireught frein Japan, Australia and New Zca-
land, te whicb hias licou added every cort ob-
tainable frein the United States and Canada.
Thase have aIl been carcfully testcd aide hy
aide, their growth watched and tlîeir quality
anti yieid recerded. A large proportion cf the
forcige sorte have preven vcr inferior te many
of the varietias alrcaay grownve re, s'na wbat.
ever may ho tho conclusions rcgarding Ladoga
as compared wvith Red Fyfe, if carly ripenieg
whcat muet ho haed, ne other sort has yet been


