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interesting sketýlî of the manners and custo-ms of miodern savages,
contained ini chapters xiv.-xvi. Of bis IlPrehistoric Times."

What then are the characteristics 'which separate modern savages
from, the lower animais? They are three in number, viz.:- t facuIty
of making and using too]s, the use of fire,* and last, but flot Ieast,
articulate speech. We have already seen that the earliest humai:
beings of whose existence we have positive evidence, the coltteni-
poraries of tixe niaamnth, 'tvere, like the lowest of moderl savages,
tool-niakers audl tool-users. Traces of their uze of lire have been
discovered at the lowest depths and in conjanction ivith some of the
Mxost aucient remaixis in many caves of Great Brtýan, according to
Mr. WV. Boyd J)awkins.t flOw stands the case then 'with regard to
the third point, the capacity for articulaie speech? Leaving the use
of lire out of the question, and confining ourselves to the flrst and
third pointsý, the argument may be stated ini syllogistic formn as
follo'ws

<i All tool-makers and tool-users ame capable of articulate speech;
(il The first men of -whom ive bave romains were tool-niakers ani

too1-lusers; therefore
(iii) The first mien 'were capable of articulate speech.

As, bowever, we know of no case of the direct inventien.of language,
it remains te be seen whether there is anything in the nature of
language te make its direct invention hy creatures of sucit limited
mental capacity, as the first men may be sasuxed, te have been, au
impossibility or even ixnprobabiity.

Befere, however, we enter upon the discussion of this question,
theïe is another te ha answercd. We bave aiready seen what manner
of men the primitive lgue-nkrin ail probability, were. let
us ncixt inquire why they spoke at all-what interests gave them. the
flrst impulse te the invention of speech.

Tis motive is contained in the definition of language given abeve,
as "Il te intelligible expression of thoughit in articulate sourxd as a

* Alvaro, de Saavcdra, &q quot*d by' Lubbock, &>p. ciL, I. 547, rcentis a rae of samages Vwha
wertc Ignorante cf Se; ud. CaptA Wilkes, U3. S. N., mao the =ela stateincnt of zho Inbabit-
ants cf the Island of Faka*fo. The latter sttment. hc'w,;cr, is questioned by Mr. Taylor
(Early Ristory or Ilanlind, p. 230), e the ground that their language contains a mord for
'Sfir." It thould bc add that soe Alutralian tribes are imable t0 produce fire, though ilo:
Ignarantotits US&
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