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nisiies, can scarcely fauita perccive tliat it is a work dicre arc rnany who iietake the activity ar& etrong
flot of buinan contrivance but one which bespcahs imagination fur its suin and substance. It lie-
the ampitude of an iiifiuite and divine intelligence. Jîoves, thom, liuwver, to rcîneînler that bctwecn
it jiever eoiii'ounds, liko cvery other religionî that theso two, tdicre is a vcry %vide d istinction. The
cvcr lias e..ercised, or whicli yet exercises aîiy in- gifts of Gud are not the grace of Ged:- for the
fluence upoii the nîînds of men, the distinction be- tiatural advantages which tlie providence (if lieaven
tween good and cvil, riglit and wrong, or riglit. may bestow upon any person, however rare and ad-
cousness and unrigliteousness. It nevcr justifies inirable tliey may hoe, are no indication that they
Det clierialies, liko0 tli religion of the ancient beoa- wvlo, pnsscss tlîcm are peculiarlv in foer with
thens, the indulgence of aiiy brutisli propensities, Gbd. The man tu wvhom it is given ta mneditate
flor does it dignii'y witlî the naine of virtue wliat easily anîd iiitently upon matters of' religion, ta
was only a certain firniness of purpose in the tliink cf tlîem as a connaisseur, or as one revolves
work aof destruction-an impudent dexterity in the in bis mid afterwards the etrange siglits lie lias
art of killing their fellow-creatires. Its provi- seen and the curious adventures wliiclihe lias pet-
siens are not calculated for the vain pride aof empire. i'orîned ini a drea-n, but ta wliom it is net given te
It scolie the benefit of individuals rather thon the rcduce any doctrine or precep'. of thie gospel te
advantage of nations, and it seolie tiiot end by the practice, nor ta be tremblingly alive to the inmmense
only ineans wbiciî are greatly calculated ta pro- eUike whicb lie hiisclflws invelved in the maUter
moto it, not.by adapting its institutions, its moral -that man lias îîo more reason ta suppose thiat
precepts, and its promises ta, tlîe naturally dcpraved Ged intends bis salvation, merely because lie lias
sense and carrupted lieart of man. but by turning given hini the power cf conimplatingy those things,

*tlîeaffections of lishliart into another and an unu- thian a ricli man lias te imagine tliat lie lias securcd
,suaI channel, by correcting tlîe disorder af itiî pas. tlie faveur and forgiveness of God, because God
siens and preparing i t for the ezijoyment cf a holy lias granted hîini riches, and waters his fields witlî
and bcavenly existence. thc raie tliot falîs froni lîcaven. It is a property

Tuerelgio ai Jeus hrit adresesitali'very observable in thiose whe cîîly imagine reli-
neither exclusivelv te the imagination, nor exclu-giitattcylw sfytat o:etpials
sively te the teason, nor exclusively te tIheucrt ci' a1 îd seek only to, explore its dark and niysteriuus

or pati ~ rccsses. Saine fliglit ai' fancy alwvays burriesmian. Te cadli of tîsese faculties opatofhstheni away frein tlîeuseful and practica!, and instead
constitution, it allows its due occasion of exercise ef diligent nieditatiomi, înstead cf prudent discip-
and its preper influence; but white it indeed re- hu0 n eledrddvtonta iseigt

quire s tîeci al iendesale. Thlicis cf the hîave tlcir lîearts cstablistied by grace, tlîey indîihgc
hear aspccuiary idispnsale. iîi is tlî teir contemplation wîthiout any design oi' making

temple whlere it loves chiefly te dwelh, vhiere iLs in- it effl2ctive, tlîey takie up witli liglî specula-
fluence is niest sczisibly felt, and indecd, whlere its tiensdotibt'ul iiîtcrprctatians of uniulfillcd propli-
powcr is wost urgently rcquired. Titis is theseat e'sie' anlg any dark subjeets wlîicli thicir imagina-
of its warfare, tlîe field wlîere its hates are ta b lie n m7 ilwtiteimes n ireli
fougylit and its triuinplis to bc won. Upon thistos afiIitîteim neannarelu,
tlîrcne it mnuet sit, if not without dispute at toa'st inogtigaltî it iitoegaec h îat

raiyadin effcct tîe sovcreigu and rater cf tlîe onîe wvord spokeuii in chîristian cliaritv-and with un-
reival-ndo cf man. affecteil mcck-ics!, tliot a cup cf wvater administcr-

indiçiual kngdcmcd fuir Clîrist's salie, is wortlî a thîauraed specula-

lst. The religion cf Christ, we have said, dees tions et the head, though they reachîed as far as an
Dîot ceîîsist in tue Iivehy exercise of'imagination 1angel's.
upen tlîe facts oi' divinie revelatien. It us net In alliance wvith tîte ardent itnagi nations cf re-
ezieugh, thiat tlîe great transaction@ and facts re- vca]cd trutlis, thicrc is ai'tcn found a depraveil solf-
%caled in tie Bible, thie fall of mon and tic means ccei-coilibination whichg-ives birth toamnoral
cf Jis recovcry frein the second death, the blcss- jîhîioiniîn efta very deplorable character, thougli
cdnesqs cf tie angels, Uic glaties cf licaven and the j fot cf rare occurrence. 0f ail the sources cf er-
nitiseries cf hell ; it is îDot enougli tliat thiese and rer and guilt, tliere is lione, cithier ini tlîc impeniteiit
sinislar themnes be contcnîplatud witl wonder and jor iii tlîe bliever linmcl, thiat requirca tu be mare
profound iîitcrebt or deliglit. Pleasant and %von- sti.:)ciotsly guardcd aguiinst sud tu Lie subjccted te
<Irous tipectilatiaus are neither tlîe substance ier tlîc scvcrcr scrutîny and murtification, than tliescîf-love
end ai' religion. It by ne nicans consisis in the whîîcli persuades a îeaî ta belicçc tlîat wliatever
,,ratification cf thiose emotions that arise front tlîe (tuu. cae oi' etlcrs înay bc, lue is certain or bcilig
taste or tlie poetie fuuîcy oi' Uie idividual. But 1 e.%ccmptcd froein thie aDger of God, or %vîtîdl filshie
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