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the religious journals that they read, have
but haîf the story cf what eue actuaily finds
lu France. The encouragements with which.
the evangelists meet are chronicled snd re-

joiced over as well they may be, indeed. But
the discouragements- the dark background
of the picture-are seldoin ailuded to. Like
the dwellers in Zabulon and Naphtalirn iii
the turne cf our Lord, the great mass cf the
French People "lsit in darkness" nay, even
"lin the region and shadow cf death ;1 but
as the former, when Jesus left Nazareth
aud came and dwelt among thein, "lsaw
great light," se to the latter, ncw that Bis
Gospel is being proclaimed in the land,
"llight is sprung up." But, that "Ilight'l is,
as yet, iu the darkness of spiritual niglit,
"lwithcut Christ, being aliens frein the ccrn-
menwealth cf larael and strangera frein the
coveuants cf promise, having ne hope and
without God in the world."1 Lot us treat cf
these classes in detail:

1. A'rapisTs. Fere.most among these, per-
haps, are the savants, or leading scientitie
men cf France, a large and influeutial class,
able and roady to prepagate their views
by meaus cf the platform and the press, and
what is more significant, they have fer their
hearers and readers vast numbers cf simple-
minded people, who, unlike Englishmen,
have vory littie, if any, true knewlodge cf
Grod or His liovelation lu Christ. Often, in
deed, is their conception cf the nature cf
Christianity cf the crudost and mest distort-
cd kind. Thoir minds are net prepossessed
by any religious ideas, and like the old
Athenians, cf whem they have more than
once reniinded me, thoy are ever ready te
"9hear somne new thing.* The expulsion cf
the Jesuits frein France is an indication cf
the power which. Atheisin wields in higli
places. "The votaries cf Atheisin," writes
Mr. Macail, "'have found in the bitter hatrcd
eukindled against Ekcesiastical tyranuy, the
weapons foir au unsparing attack upen cvery
feature cf religieus belief. They vcw te ex-
terminate the idea of a future litèe, and te
blot eut the very naine ef Peity. Scarcely
could the deadly force cf this assault be ap-
preciated except by those residing on the
spot; its implous daring, aliko ou the plat
forin and frein the press, were bolieved te be
litcrally unparalleled. Ail the arts cf soph-
isin and rhotoric, were used te make it ap-
pear that the only escape from, Jesuitirn and
priestly imposture is te lie feund iu gross
materialisin. Would that cvery Christian
iu Britain and America might lie stirred up
te come te the aid cf our French brethren,
in seeking te stem this impetueus current
by the mauly, affectionate, unsectarian pro-
clamation of the Gospel. 0f course, among
this class must, lie reckoncd the ccinmunists,
cf bloody memory, who, though pardoned

by their country for the crimes committed
*by them in 1871, and allowed to return
from their exile last year, no sooner camne

*back than they entered upon their ol
*course with increased bitterneps and activitv,
spreading broadat their revolutionary ideas
by platform and press. Evidence of this
was seen in the appearance of a daily paper
published for the first turne last November,
in Paris, entitled: Ni Dieu ni Maitre.
(Nýleither God nor Master.)

Il. DISTSs. Under this head is inoluded
a very considerable portion of the peasantry
and working classes of France. These have
rejected "«clericalism" by which they niean
the domination cf the bishops and prieste
of the Church of Romne. They have turned
their back upen "Rome," but they stili be-
lieve ini the existence of God, and mny Of
thein gladly welcome the sound of the Gos.
pd1 when they hear it for the first turne. But
yet, they have enly the faintest knowledgeý
cf God, scarcely more, indeed, than. what
conscience makes known te tbem, and ini
their case the voice cf conscience is feeble
encugli.

I11. INDIFFÉRENT. These include, vast
numbers who give theiselves wholly te a
life cf pleasure, who, have scarcely one soni-
eus thouglit. Outeide cf their working heurs
they are te lie found at the taverns, almost
without numbers, in Paris, and the boule.
yards, or in low and immoral theatres and
hall-recrus. They crowd the race-courses on
the Sabbath. They are like the rich man of
the parable, save his possessions. Their
mette, is "cMa, drink, and lie merry." They
will iiot take the trouble te think on re-
ligius things, being dead in trespasses and
in sins.

IV. ADHERENTS OF THE CELTROH OF- Roiip.
It may perhaps be doubted, whether, in
treating of the condition cf the French peo-
pie, 1 should describe the adherents cf the
above church, as sharing the Spiritual dark-
ness s0 prevalent througbeut France. In
this case, 1 may be perniitted te say, that,
seeing is believing, and any ene who lias
lived there and seen beuesth the outsîde
show, who lias observed the life cf these
people in its true light, ivill turu frei it a
sadder but a wiser nman. There are, cf
course, exceptions-seuls that have feund
the truth in sone, cf the many ways of God's
ewn teaching-but these are, alas, very few
as coxnpared with the whole. Iu general,
they have ne true conception cf the plan cf
selvatien, ner are they taughit it. lu fact,
one word expresses the religion cf the
Roman Church, and that is ULTRA31ONTAN-
ism. The entire ascendencyr cf the Pope, in
ail matters both spiritual and temporal; in
ether werds, in ail matters of faitli and prac-
tice,; this la the end which bishopsansd
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