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tii muchi-needed and responsible sorvice, lie
-s busy daily in the more immediate work
and suiperintendenca of the mission.

Indore i the eldeBt, largest, and in overy
way the most important cf our Central India
stitionq. ILbas its headquarters ina p puious
city. It is there that are situated the college,
women's hospital, boarding schoolc for boys
aûd girls, &c., &c. The staff liera, is neces-
earily larger than at any of the other centres,
eonsisting of Principal Wilkie and Mrs.Wilkcie,
Rev. Mr. Russell (recently arrived), Miss
Beattie,M.D., Mi'qs Ross,li.D.,Miiss Oliver,M. D.,
.Miss Rodger, Mliss Sinclair, and Miss Harris.
Accordingly, I arranged te devote the major
portion of my time to making myseif ac-
quainted with the special features of this field,
the ditficulties whichi tuiera confrent the saveral
workzers, ani the promise of near or more re-
moto fruitfulness, by which the churches at
home may reasonably be lai te feel encour-
ag e d.

It was about 4 a.m. on Tuesday, February
17th, when tha train brought me to the railway
platioria of indore. Principal Wilkie was on
liand, seemingly not the least wearied by his
long unexpeted wait of' fully an hiour. The
trains in Ind ia are naver remarkable for speed,
but on the line that ruins through Indore, it
seems that thoy are proverbially dilatory.
The liearty gretinog which was axtended to
me by mny host made me feel at once quita 4 at
hiome; and bofora many minutes wa stood
within the missionary compound. As we ad-
vanced to enter the door of Mr. Wilkia's
dwelling-, I chiancod te look upward at a sky
whose field of deppest blue was studded with
countiess stars, and there, beaming upon us
ivith a quite unusual brightnass, the silvery
rays of the Sou thera Cross sexed to fill and
surchargre the whole suirronnding atmosphera.
Again and again I lookadi at tbat strange, sig-
nificant symbol. I thoughIt of anotiier cross-
tifone which hurnan bands had formced and
sacreai biood had stained. 1 remembered,
aiso, tha promise, spoken by llim who hiad
died upon that cross :-" I will draw AU., MM.
unto Me." The spectacle, I couild sac, liad
turned mny friend's thoughts in the same direc-
tion. 1 feit, inoreover, that lia who stood by
ny sida, bowever brave and loyal to ia task,
foued the source of bis sinflngging courage in
ltat oiiher Cross which the starry constellation
above us inerely suggestea ; and as I crossed
the threshold of his cheerftil Christian dwell-
mog, 1 fait sure I hadl possessed myseif of bis
s1ecret.
,Wiie enjoying together a cup of nice hot
ýea-îor the night was cold, and I had ouly
AuSt recovcred from an attack of Indian fever,
-Ur. Wikie inforrned me of the programme
'ne bail arranged for the day. I was te retire
and rest mayseif for, a fewv hours, rise about
nins o'clock, visit the diffarant mission prem-
ises in the city, see the site of the projected
collige building, view the woman's hospital

buiilding (now nearly comp)letod), &c., &c. The
afternoon wvas te ba devoted to visiting the
schools, the High Sehool, and the collage. In
the evening a public welcomc was te ba ten-
dered me in the church, when saveral prouhin-
nent citizens ivere to speak. Otoer arranze-
ments wvould be made for the morrow, but Mr.
Wilkrie theught that his ontiine-sketch wouid
need the whole of one day te properiy fill it
out!I As a matter of fact, however, the day
passed se quickly and pleasantly, that I was
troubied by ne theught of fatigue. I had the
joy of meeting ail tha mnissienaries personally,
and of gaining soe sliglbt knowiedge of the
work thay are attempting and achieving. I
wvas brougrht more than ever te appreciata the
good fortune of our Church in sccuring for its
staff at Indore a baud of compotent, devoted
and salf-danying workers. I amn confident a
more hiarnionieus littie circia dees net exist
anywhere withia tht, whole ludian empira;
and whila it may sen invidions te particu-
larize, 1 cannet refrain from saying that te
Principal Wiikie, whose controlling band,
gentie yet firrn, is vcry seldoni seen, our
Churchi owes a dobt of deep and enduring gra-
titude.

Net a littia was I touched, in saveral ways,
by tha warmth ef the walcome which was
evcrywhcre oxtended te une as representing
tha Mether Church in Canada. Thus the
mission premises were gayiy decorated with
flage within and without, in honour of my
coming; w'hile frem a taller flagstaff than the
rest thera Iloated the Dominion ensign. Only
once had 1 seen it befure since 1 loft home,
viz., on a C. P. R. steamer lying at anchor ,ai
Hong Kong harbour, and i cannet exaggerata
the thrill of pleasure iL gave me te sec tne oid
famuhiar standard unfurled once more, espe-
cially -%vhen the sighit of it was se xvhoiiy unax-
pacted. Thon, again, at oe ef the schools
where I said a faw werds, oe of the hittle
rnaids came forward with a garland of swaet-
scented flowers, ivhîch she piaced most coyly
aromnnd my neck. Se, Mien addressing the
Highi Scheol beys and the students ef the col-
lege, the attention given te my somawhat
bi remarks was as marked as it was grati-
fying. And then cama the more fermai mneet-
ing ia the evening, when twe addresses were
bandcd te mne, and wthen Paracee, Hindoe and
Eurepean vied wvith each other in expressing
the mest cordial sentiments concerning the
body ef Canadian Christians who had con-
ferrad suchi lasting benefits upa) the city and
district of Indore. 1 felt then, ns I never did
before, that if those whe speak coldly of the
resits ef Foreign Missions could only have
sean with their own ayes the transformation
se speedily %vrought, and hava hieard with
their own cars the approc .ativa words in which
<ýby Christian and non-Christian alike) the
labours of our missionaries wara entliusiastic-
ally commended, there would quickiy ha found
at home a more widespread and abiding inter-


