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Tug IMMacuLaTk CoNorerioxn A Tenkr oF Ma-
HOMKTAK ORIGIN.— Ve wfe ifidebtet] toa very valu-
able pamphlet, by tha Rev. J. Gallagher, tiow in
press,on the ® Immaculate Concoption,” for the fol~
lowing curious information :—

Thas this notion had its boginning with Mahomet, is
established by the following authorities :—~

Gibbon, vol. v., u 108, Harpers edition, wrilés :—
£ Tha Latin Chutch has not disdained to copy from
ths Karan, the Immacutate Conception of: his virgin
mother” In a note he hdds : 4 It-is dorkly “hinted
in the Koran, c. 8, p. 39, a0 more cledrly explained
by the tradition of the'Sonnited, Sales® note, arid Mar-
acei. Tow, i p. 112, In thy 12th century -the imma-
culats concoption was condensnéd by St. Bernard asa:
presumptuous novelty. Fra, Paolo, Istoraidel concilio
1,11

The parsage in the Koran to which Gibbon refers,
is this : % Remember when tho wit of Iwram said,
Lord, verily I bave vowed unto Thee that which is in
2y womb, to be dedicated fo thy service; aceept it
therefore of me'; for Thouart Hs who Leareth and
kooweth. And whenshe was delivered ofit, sbe raid:
Lora, verily, Ibave brought forth afemals (and God
well knew what she had brougist-forth,) and’a malu i3
pot a female. X have callel ber Mary; and I cowm-
mended. her to your protection, and also ber issue,
against‘Satan.drivén away- with stones.”

The last paragraph-is the one regarded as contain-
ing the doctrine wa'are considering. Upon it, Sele
has the foliowing note:-* This expression alludesto a.
tradition, that Abraham, when the Davil tempted hit-
to-disobey God, ir: not sacrificing hix s6h, drove the
fiond away by throwing stones at hitn ; in memory -of
which the Mabometany, at (e pilgrimage of Mecca,
throw a certain number of stones at the Devil, with
certain ceremoniesin the valley of 3ina.

It is not improbable that the pretended. Immacolate
Concoption of the Virgin Mary is intimated in ths
passage. For,accoiding toa tradition of Mabomet,
every person that comexinto this world is touched at-
bis buth by the Devil, and thezefore cries out, Mary
and her son only.excepted.; between whom, and the
evil spirit, God placed a veil, so that bis touch did not
reach them. And for {jjs reason, thiey say, neither of
them was guilty of any sin ; liku the rest of the child-
ren of Adam ; which peculiur grace they obtained by
this recommandation of them by Hannahto God's pro-
tection .

Joram and Hannab.were the parents of Mary, ac-
cording to.the.Mahometans.

Sdls refers to the leading Mahometan commentators,
Jaddalo'ddin, Al Beidaw: and XKifada as his aathori-
ties.

‘The Sonmtes, to whom Gibbon alludes above, are
thus described by. Isving in his life of Mabomet, p.
849. ¢ Besides the Koran or vritt:n Iaw, a number of
prevents and apologees which casually fell from the
lips of Mahomet were collected after bis death, from-
ear witnesses, and tranyeribed .juto.a. book -¢alled tle
Sonna or.orat law. Thisis held equally’ sacred with
the Koran by a sect of Mabometans, thencs called the
Sonnites.” Ve thus learn that.the doctriag of the im-
maculate conception of Mary , was beld to be: contain-
-¢d in the Xoran by its orthodox interpreters. That
this is part of the, Mabometan creed; is evident also
from the statements of two other stahdard writers.

Forster in tus able and interesung work, entitled :—
« Afahometani:m unveiled,” vol 1., p. 866, enumerates
among the-doctrines of -this relunion, “our Lord's in-
carnation of a pute Virgin, by the-immediate power or
spirit of God;.alleging bim, furiher, to have been be-
gotten after tha similitude of Adan’s creationy whom
God called into-being:from the-dust. .His.immucvlate
conception. His tole exemption, the blessed Virgin
.only excepied, from the touch of Satan or stain of Ad-
2m’s transgression.”

** Mahometan tradition, though morevagueand un--

defined, is not without example of approxipation to-
the trath; its recognition of tho fall in:particular, may
bo seen 1n that ascertained:tencl of.orthodox Mahoms-
tans, already.hinted at, that, of the whole homan race,
two persons only, Jesns-Christ and-the Virzin Mary,
wers exempt from the touch of onginal ¥in,” p. 393.
The learacd Gaguter,.3n bix [ifs of Maljomet, p. 89,
writes : # Thest curtan qun,par oy mnt de ferdeau, qm
pesolt sur 1e dos de Mahomer, -Tes interpretes entend-
cat uneitaghy, on une pautte noir, qui est lo source
due perche Ay lo.cogur de-Yhomme, on, comms apt
theolggiers piflent, LE PECHE ORIGINEL con-
teadteen.Adam. Peche avguel Anhomet, du. consent-
weat mame da tous au9 seclateurs, Grodl purlicipe

commo tons les Autres homme et dont flersonpe. n'eto
exempt que Marig et sop, FILS JESUS»

Thns in Buoglish is as follows: ¥ 1t is.certain that, by«
this. word durthen, which fell from tho back of Malom-
ot, bis interpraters intend a stain or black irop which
istho souree of sin i (he heatt off m.{q, of, as our theo-
gians apask : ORIGINAL 81X contracted in Adam.  Sin
wn which Mabowet, by the consent of all-lis followers,
had-sharet like all other men, ; and from which no par-
son had -beenexempt; but Mury and her, SON JB-

"SUS.” + ‘

The biographers of Mabomet bave recorded hiswi-
raculous purification by tho munistry of the Angel Ga:
briel,.froms the stain or butden 6f origiital gin.  Irvivg
thug.narrates tha Jegeud, p. 85 : * At thaage of thres
jears, while playing:in tho fleldy With bis{oster br‘olls
or, Mastoud, two adgels in shining apparel appeared

"belore them, They laid Mdaliomet gémly upon the

beart, but withous inflicting any pain. Them taking
forth his heart he cléaosed it from ali fmpurity, wring-
ing.from it thoay black and bitter drops of griginal sin, .
interited fro:p our foretather Adam, and which lurks
in the hearts of the best of his descendants, inciling
them to crime. When he had thoroughly pinfied it,

lignt, aud replaced it inthe bosom of ihe-chiild”?

Strange ¥ it may appear, that thé doctrine which
tbe Clurch of Rome hay promulgated, with so much
poutp and ceremony, for ¢ the destryction ofall. here-
siés, and the confirmation of the! faith of:hér adber-
-ants,” should have had its drigin iti the Mahoiiistan Bi-
‘ble yet, tho testimony of such authoritieg as Gibbon
afid Sale, and Forster, and Gagnier, and Maracei,
leave no doubt as to the marvéllous fact.
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Prery 1% THe Canp.—Itis extremely intdresting
to read the lettsrs from the Crimea ;- not only from the
valour, fortitude and patience exbibitedin our army,
but specially from the deop piety which appears in so
many of both officers and privates. We bave not space
to print-any of theselerters at full langth, but we
givé a fow extracts casually taken- from one letterasa
specimen. Where death comesto s0 many, and in
most instances, with such sndden stroke it is a great
biassing-that theie are such numbers of Christian asen
to bless their comradés with the means of grace.

% Qn piquet, the other aight, I was gading npwards
at the bright mgon and stats, thinking of the. power.
and .Jove of Hin' who mado them, .and of the star in
the cast which came and sood:“over where the'
young child lay” And the Saviour's sofrows aud suf-

| ferings from Butblehem to Calvary, pagsed in review-}

before my mind. This afternoon, while.speaking fo
our poor fellows .in the Cholera Hospital, who wero
lying ill and comfortless on.the ground, rays of sun-
shing seemed to illumine that charnel tent as I brought
the crucified Saviour beforethese wmen, for tears glis-
tened in many an cye, and the smile of hope and
‘peace was on many a lip. )

# The weatber-is-rainy again ; but L. have-a-praity
gool'tent, and:the Fair that finds its-way-through the-
* poof is capital for drinking ! We are vxpecting every
day to meet sheenemy. in open field ; or to starm the-
fortress; I wish they. could o atit at once. Be not
anxious about me, Iam safsin the armng of my Sav-
wur; 1 feel it—Tknow it—in life, 'or in death.

. * . * » ®

“ Owing to the weather, we'wero unable to have
Divine service.to-day with the division, but zeveral
of us met toguther in tho tent, and we shall again this
cvening please-God. On my retura from the trenches,
fast night, T found great comioitin reading the Ist.

bapter of the 1at Epistleof 51, Peter, althougb, as
soon as I heg -finisbed it, I went offto sleep likea
top. T lookéd aftes my company,and' saw thein-as:
¢ omfortible as adverse vircumstances admitted,” and
afterwards made them a linle speech around their
bivouae-fire, combining, us well as T could, religious
advice Wwitha Yew Words about our duties ag British-
soldiers. The poor fellovs cheored me long and loud.

Y had very little trouble with them sinco we camer
—less %0 by far thnu {‘hear of (rom otbérs. I'know
they like me, and would do anytbing for me;-and 2ly,
officers who treat soldiers liké mon, with feélings like
their own, and take an interest in their velfaré, find.
1boy-donot want maty coutt-martiale, nor see much
insubordination, Yet I am very strict with'them, but
thisthoy get-tied to.

w-About ten G'clock, T read by-firelight witk—r—the:
-23rd,. 90th, and:91st Pralma, dnd derived dréat bane--
fit ¥nd'peace froaw them. "Qng 6f my brother officers’
came. op to waim himeedf while. I was peadingz, and

@

. ground, and Gabricl,.ong of the: angels; opened his §.

he-&illad it with faith .and: knowledpe, -and- grophetic |

¢ a dwelling in tha sovret plage of.the Moty Xligh,”

-gven in thu beart.of the Lord Jesus, sud beable to
by, ¢ ‘Tho Lord i§ my Shopherd, I will not foar what
mati can do untome” I went to sleep sseurely, reat.
ing on Jesus wy precious Saviour. My bud wea made
of- dried~ leaves,. with a stone for my pillow; and
had it not been for tho biting cold, 1 should bave slapt
likoa top.” '

Sunpax ¢ Tne Canp—Wo find the following
picturesque and striking pasage in a recent lelter
from the Crimua =

# Yesterday boing Sundsy, the véatine was throken

by the iwpressive ceremony of an open aid' church pa.
rade. Each division, on theto occasions, bas Divins
servico performed by ita own chaplain. Qurs wa
drawa up on the rising ground, just beyond itba. teats,
in a denso hollow square.  The elnrpynien and off
cars deeupied the eentre. Every onb was oyoted—~
Some of the men wore forage-caps, for vk of shakoy;
and-on dit that theloss of these ofiffand ugly varieties
of head gear is dabmitted. to with .great resignation by
tha line penerally. The chaplain, with his- Gark vel.
vet tkull-cap aand black moustache and beard, remind-
-ed me of a foreign padre in canodicals. .
« WWo wers scarcely placed in. position, before thy
. loud rush of round-chot from the fort.washeardyagain
and again, in oureats, causing sundry disttedlions of
the square—the men grinning gnd swaying atiut at
each whirr in o kind of jocular disorder. Nothiog
was Joft for it but to mova offt

t So<wu.took up ground a fow hindred yards lower
dowil, and hora—through-a fleecy littlo cloudlvt, which
announced its birth in a thunder-clap, shotred’ thata
shell bad burst above us, not.very far off to our rear—
the service was conducted to a clese. Everybody of
course-stands on thesa ocuasions throughout the cere.
mony. 'To obviate fatigue, therelore, tho Litany and
Communion aro omitted. The cbaplsin preached ex-
temporaneously, and with so excellent. a voice, that
though the wind was blowing his surplice -about, it did
not drown his tones. I swas amused by his Britih
sang froid. Half his congreaation might perish round
the walls of Sebastopol befare the next church parads
—a theme which tho threatening wissiles -exploding
-about lim, would have served sufficivntly -well to ene

1 force, but'hs utterly disdained sucir-obvious rhetoric.~

Perhaps, indeed, it is considérad undesirablo to make
“allusions of the kiud 5 and certainly they are too po-
tent to need much insisting on. At any-rate, the rev-
erend gentleman neither noticed the pyrotechhics in
“his sound practical sernon, nor -In his ‘own person;
 But stood with his hack ‘to the fort, and. préactied o
some every day text, and never changed his voice o
turned bis head.in compliment: to either shot or
shell.” .
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INTRRESTING ARCHEOLOGICAL. DISCOVEBRIES AT
SipoN.~A lutter from Beirat, in Syria, in the New
York Journal of - Commedce gives air-2ccount of tome
interesting archizological discoveries at Sidon. It 2p-
pears that tbers isa ourrent belief tha® vast trex
sures aroe buried. there, being deposited. (probably for
safety many, many cenforits ago; and it wasin search
ing for these—some small -porticn-of which' have bzt
fourd—that the discoveris in questioh were made
"'The ietter says — i

“ On the 9th of Janaary last, some men were diz-
ging for more-hid tteasurcn an ancisnt. cemelery oa
the- plain of Sidon, called Mughorat Tubloon, whea st
the depth of about tewelve feet belowrthe surface, and
uear the walls of an ancient edifice, they uncovereda
sarcophagus, upon the 1id of which there is akog
»Pheenitian, Tholid is of'a blue, black marble, inter-
+asly hardy and taking a veryfine polisi, Thelidis
seight féct long, by four feet wide, ‘Thé apperend
is wrounhtipto the-figure of o' feimale head and'shoak
deis, of almost a giant size, The: features are By
tian, with lsrge, full,.almond-shaped éyes, the noie
Alattened,. and: lipst remarkably thick) and somowbat
‘after the negro mould. The whold countenance i
swiling, ajgrecable, and expremive, béyond anything
I have evor $8en in thé Uisintarred: moyuments of
Egypt, Ningveh. The bead dJress resembles it
which appears in Ezyptian figures, whila op each
shoulden there is the. head:of rome bini~y dovacr
pigeon~~andithé bosom.is sovered by wintappéarsto
“be-a sorv'of cape, with a ebf Jrinpk, as oflave.
| On the lid, below thp figurp.linad, is tho inseription,
congisting of twenty-two long linas, clowly wyitien.
Tha: lettera amazia pesfect preservation, and can be
fead. with- the bitérmost eass-anll cdurasy, and (he
“ahole: forms by Tar the longestund ost purfect inserip-
ticn'yet discovered ia {lils 'mast ancient langaige and

‘bepged me to go.on.  God grang that he.imay soon Gind

chara 17, It eappoarstobie mpinlra gonealogical bt



