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Dec. 12th 1883.
Dear Brother Scott:—

Wo bad nothing whatever from New
‘Glasgow in our last mail, and only one
geutloman in all Caunda favored us with
% iosar,  Our eredit must be nearly dons
in our pative land, when after waiting
six months for a mail we got only one or
two letters. But ‘A prophet is not with-
out honor &c,” possibly that may be ske

" case now. I hiope that you will not think
that we are flattering you when we say
that we very much iniss tho Marrrras
PrespyseniaN which did not come.

ZhVou used to be somewhat of g carpen-
ter! Were you here now you might give
e a lift with seat making for our sharch.
This week I havebeon hard at workewith

lsnes saws and hammer. A native and
1} have turned out four settees ten feet
lcag in three_days. We have about 28
to make inall. The young men sawed
the lumber for them by hand, cutting up
cight logs in all. OQur church will' be
much move comfortable when seated ; and
the appearance of the worshippers will
be improved when they get on the seats.
Hitherto they have squatted down on the
mat floor.

This week has been a high timea-
mong the people on our sido of the island.
A great assembly has been convened for
the trial ond punishment of some offend-
ors against law and order. Some
tin'es months ago a woman who was in
custody for mis%ehavior made her escape
from her guardian with hand-cuffs on-
She was conesaled for a fortnight or rath-
er more and finally she and a young man
were sold to a labor vessel as man and
wife, (she being the wife of another man.)
Another young man accompanied taem.
For the the three, two guns, some calico,
knives, tobacco and pipes were paid to a
chap who had been away previously with

ers, and kn8w the tragc. The whole
affair was done on the sly, communication
waa hed with the vescel and the next
marning st daylight a boat was sent in
at an unfrequented place and recsived
the three “labor” {man and wifs and
young man.) The whole affair leaked
ont. Bad weather detsined the vessel
off the island a couple of days and conse-
quently it becamne known that the miss.
ing ones were on board but only when it
was too late to defeat the rcheme.

active participart, The young memwrho
zold the “labor” to she tradef was guilty
of some other misdomeanor as well zs the
gbove and his punishment was mors-
gevere,

The sentences were as follows:—The -

older was deprived of his chieftaizship,
acd dispossesied of all hismovablé poporty -
and hiagsowing food destroyed. Of course
when our Session meets somethifg of
discipline will follow.
‘ The acting scoundrel was fastened up
to & tree, or rather locked {0 & tree with
kandenfls, his back to the tree, for five
hours and at the-end of that $ime ke got
twonty lashes. In the meantime-while
he was fa custody o party were sent off
to bring all his movable é)ropertyy and
what could not be removed was dzsiroy-
ed. Tkey burnt his houses, destroyed
oll his food, bringing away his:bdxes,
canos, o pig and all of any valwe that
they could find. They also buznt the
house of some young men who were impli-
cated in the crime. The gentleman gets
o years imprisonment in additian to all
the above. He had managed tonconceal
s part of his property in anticipation of
what was coming.

Some other eriminals of a less grevious
stamp were aleo dealt with. ThHree wers
whipped and fwo sentenced tosa. years
gervice to the chief. The mecting will.
no doubt have & very good influence..
Popular opinion wen? heartily with the:
ohiefs in the puunishment givem. -

Ladella is doing very well vow. His:
influence is now much greatex-than that:
of any other man on this islandt .

Mr. Lawrie has lately lost his principal
chief #*Nowanpakau.” There i8 only one
high chief on the other side of the istand
and he is a character without much in-
fluence for good. . Thereds no heir to the
vacant chieftainship at Aname ; and when
& man is raised €0 that position withouta
reeognized right to the bonor, hois not
rcslpected. We are not republicans hére,

have written agstatement to the
Board in which I speak of the great mor-
tality oa the island this year. It still
continkes. Two mo.e¢ deaths were re-
ported from the other side yesterday and
to-day.

Our work continues much as formerly.
Not very much to complain about and yet
not very much to cheer. Things are
looking somewhat brighter just now than
in the earlier months of the year.

We trust that this letter may find you

Vesterday it was proved that one of
our clders, an under chief, was cogni-i
zant of the whole tramsastion, if oot an

woll, as it leaves us enjoying health and
comfort.

Yours truly,
J. AXNAXD. -
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