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coat. Its owvner stirrc(I, gave tieratwe to a staitlC(l cry,
and sat boit uiprighi.

A\ big, swvarthy nmai, wcaring an enormtuns black beard.
sîtarc< ai it: intruding lad %vi!l Iiashiug eyes.

One biaud of the strauger, 'vitît iarvelous rapidity.
hiad 'vbippjed olnt a1 gleaiugit kunife frolin a lîcavv heut
wvortî guider blis woolly coat.

Ilis lioarse, hiarsh toule.- brought a îiininîeary terror
to the trenibling and hewildered Ned.

Ha ' tr ing to rob mie, ch ? groivled the bearded
straniger. Cateching NCeds wvrist in a gril) likc hron.

Ned 1 harruw %vas .so conipletcly taken 1y .surprise il
the apîk'arauice of the strange mantia ibe wvas speech-
less for the tinte beili".

Fie reasoticî int lic had dtrbdsonlie sleeping
tranup, tintil lie noticed tit the mnan %vas wvell dresseci.
and thaï, the pareel by luis side more resetnbled .a travel-
ler's oiîtii than a vagrant's buniidle of rags.

Ar o oing t0 speak ? v elled Ille mîail. atngrilv.
«' oui werc trying to rob nue

i, neyer thouglit of it."
"'I'lîeil %Vho sent yoil here?
ýNo one. 1 came by accident. 1 %vis going homue

go the academy, %%-len 1 stîunlbled over voit."
GSoimg where ? " dcnîanded the rn reagerhý.
Tlo Ille acadenv- to Professor liallentilnc's g-1m;111u*u

,-CIlooI. Won'î vou l)lease ]et go of lit% wrist ? Voui
hutrt mie.*

''ihe stratîcer releaised bis bcîld of Ncd*s armi, iiter-
îtîg %omle ilncohlerent words abolit " beiug piItèred and
roblied t:eçvir, and dit - hey' woidn't catchl 11(1
%veasel asep %vlei lie %vas Irotllic."

1-ie replaced his knife and put on is. hiat, whiclb lad
:erved as a pillow. 'Hiecn lie begat (luqe.stion Ned

«Vou îîelîtle afraid of mie ' lad," lit: said. " I 'n
a .strtnger here, and cornte front a country ivhecre civilit:v
.ii'it iiicl tised, ,audi 1 (iltdi't Lkuow1 but youi was trvi u
to rob tue. Votu're pretty wîelI t(.-citaiiite<l livre. i
reekon ?

"Iu Ilie village? fige li. hy (..Il] it. doln't

Ned nodded assent. and cdged slightly away front
the stramger.

Wauîtlere a1 fatnily uianued I )arrov lived livre
ontce.?'

Ned sîartud and ivas silent for ai moment or two. » l'Il t
straug.er's manuiier iuipressed lîini miost tuuif.votirabllv, vet
lie wondeted %vhiat possible intcresi lie cottld have in thîe
julelion lie askced.

- Vcs." rephied Ncd. saly therc %vas a faîmily by
Iblat liie livre. %vbiv (Io vou inurif 1 mav ask ?

TIhe l)arro'v faîniily are A dead, except one' ment-
bier of it."

.And %vlio's that? A lad, 1 believe?"
Ve.res1)ohi(hŽ Ned, miore anid more si> isel a

the stagrsknowledge of lus family history.
A'nd Ibis li:îmne is Ned. if 1 d(int aissume tou

ittchil ?

l)ocs lie go (0 Ible s<hooi pou Spoke of?"

i.ikeLIV to be foulid thiere aluv tinte. I supp)iose,?"
lie lîves ilhere."*
Cood. 'I'Iaî' aIl 1 w~a,îtcd to kso%%. (Ilîrl o.

land : V'iu niticli obliged.

l'Ned ,,rmgr bol>l>e i lus lîead witit rollgb cotirtes).
,îdNe.glati to receivc the signial of dismnissal. muloved

frnt Ille spot with a feeling of relief.
%V'hai u<w iai%.,erv i, iis? snilqiiiud Ned, pet.-

p)le.cdlv. I- )id 1 do right tot l 10 art tlme uhjecI of

that, miatis (questions? %Vbiat cati his sgrange interest in
our famuily miatters imcan?

i>ondering deeply, Ned stood silcntly .,peettlativc for
>oine tite afier lie elinibed thue fence and gaiiued the
rold.

I t hiad gron'n aliniost dark. Suddenly thie soitinl of
a1 hoisteroIts voie arotise<l thie thinker. I.ookiug down
the roa(I a fev rods, lie (bscerned the cause of tbe coi-
mnotion.

Tvo men> were Coiig towards imn. 'l'le one he
rec'ogni,.ed as a fariner tined D ale, %vhio rsddai
(lie edge of Ille iowNv. I-Te bore a1 sinaîl jug iii onc
hland and was talking velienenily to a comîlanioti.

Ned's lîeart cain e mbt luis iottt as the saymng gocs,
as lie glanced at tbat companiom, for both men 'valked
umîistcadily, aud te micar h)roximuiitY of the taverui, t0 Ncd's
qui'k iiiid, aceouinted for the boisteroits toues and
irregtlar gait mianifestin the apîteararice of hoth.

" I is M\r. James ! " %vlisp)ered Ned in a hiaîf-friglit-
ened toule. "I1-le lias heit to tlhe taveriu again. Wblat
wvill Professor ilallentine sav ? '

'l'lie two muen carie 10 a stop îîear Ned, as ley reaclhed
a patb that led to'vard farmier i ale's home.

'l'le latter %vas discîtssing somte agrîcuhtural fietue ex-
.'itediy. MNr. Jamles 'vas listeninig silentlv, but biis eves
more a (1111, becavv expression, and biis body swayed songle.
vhîat tuusteadily.

W\ell, gojod nighît. Mr. J anis. j lust study over nîly
tieu tlicory on thue rotation of crops, iii Ibis cluniate. and
:,e if 1 ain't riglit." Ned heard Mr. IDale say. as lie

~trel oniewards.
'l'lie tituder-niaster wçaved ant adieu, and dieu asý luis

laie couipanion left ittii, sat dowtîi ou the rock.
Ned, stealing soflv to luis si de, saw liiiuî lift bis liand

to his liead il) a cotîfîtedl . b)eildered ianner.
MNr. failes looked tmp iii a da7ed sort of a fashion.

'liem bis face sliowe d a token of emibarrassmnent.
'Oh1, iî's you, Ned ? l'Ili not feeling vcry well. lad.

\'o mmii along lu the aaei.
.Not w'ithott voi, NIr. jaiiies.**

'l'lie voice of ie lasi speaIker %vas seins ut it qiv-
cred xvistmllres etîxotio. 'l'ie ider-mîaster lîad
spoken imi a mîîufiled, ditttiult toie.

%Vliv wvomî't you go itliomt tue, Ned ? -imiqiired
Mîr. lainles. again sleepily resîitîg bis lhead ou lii,

liatiols.
', ecauise yu, rire imii tule. M\r. lamles. yoît L-tow

wivha i mnean. Voit ktiow that 1. as wvell as UIl l>rofes-
sorn knio% of vottr- -of voîîr last trotimble.'coinclîtded Ned.

bcsrtatingly.
Ilis words scuemed 10 arouse Mr. jamuîs.

Voui're ri-lh: .Ned." bie said clrearily. - My brothecr
told nIe tbree tuomilis ago. wliet 1 %vas foolisîx etioîtghi
to dritnk sonie %ville at a pari>', atnd it fiewv t0 mvt% lîad.
gial lit couidt have tie livre il 1 rcepeaîed that. 1 have
repeated it, Ned, to.mîiglît, but I :uîti't :o nlitichi to blatue.
\'oti sec, 1 miet fauer Dl)ae. 1-le i,îsisied oti a glass of
spirits, Ned. 1 didn'î want it, but yoli knowv niv wcak
will. i liidtit believe àt wotild affcî Ie so., It'es

mnlixed niv liead IIp iii uIl sîratîgesi inatitier. I Catî't
s-tand anyîhîngi, silic iîuv stuiistroke."ý

Ned Iirrov -aï.ed pitviingly omn INI. James, as thie lat-
ter arose. dizzy> and tmiseiady, 10 luis fect.

V'ýoit tlut gel tie 10 in> roontii uiperccivecd lv thue
boys." lie said faintly. 1<> Ned. " l'niî deatll sick. and

uuvy brothier wcîîuhdli'î believe dit on(e lîlîle glasIs of spirits
'asdil aIl."

The Iudrnase iiad îot eagrîdluts comndition,
anmd il wva. 'vitb no little trouble tilat \Nd got lîîtîî 1Illei
acadeni' ~rounids. atnd tlietce 10 luis rootîî.
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