Grocery Trade Notcs,

The world's vislble supply of coffee
on February i, 1001, was 7,207,925
bags, showlng o decrease of 342420
pags, compared with that of January
1, 1901.

The currant market in London keeps
very firm at the recent advance, ace
cording to The- London Grocer, which
says : “With continuous purchases by
exporters and a falr amount of dbusi-
ness doihg for the home trade the
stock 18 belng reduced and Is begin-
ning 10 present a more healthy ap-
pearance than it has donc for some-
time past.

The grocers and tobacconists of
grandon, -Man.. have advanced the
price of Macdonald’s tobaccos to 10c
per plug straignt. This 18 a move
that might be followed to advantage
vy sellers of #tobacco generally, as
there docs not seem any reason why
any one article, and particularly such
a staple line as tobacco, should be
sold at absolute cost.

With reference to rice, late advices
state that the purchases of new crop
Japan rlce by European millers thus
far this seagson have amounted to
onty about 10 per cent. of last year's
takings. Unlted States millers also
have been very moderate buyers, the
comparatively low prices rullng for do-
mestic Japan holding the importations
of Japan rice Into the United States
in check.

The tone of the markat for Japan
teas i3 very firm, owing to the fact
that stocks on spot are comparatively
small, as compared with previous
years at.this date; conscquently, prices
have an upward 'tendency. ‘The de-
mand s good, especially for low
grades, which are scarce, and there
s none to be had now under 1ic, show-
ing an advance ot 3¢ to le per . dur-
ing the past ten days. In Ceylons a
failr business has been done, but the
tone of the market for these grades
13 not so strong.—Montreal Gazette.

Last we2k we reported the openlng
of the Porto Rico market, ad this
week wé have to advise our readers ot
the opening of the Barbadoes market
for the season, which took place on
January 29, at 14c first cost, and on
the 31st advanced o 15c first cost.
These figures are lc lower than the
opening rates of last year, which oc-
curred several weeks later than the
recent opening. Of course, the offer-
ings are light, as usuat at first, but
the first cargoes are expected 'to be
waded for Newfoundtand as small
vessels are no doubt walting at Barba-
does for return cargoes. The last quot-
ed figure at the Isiand, namely, 15¢,
means about 32¢ lald down here, but
of course no cargoes can reach here
before May next. Round lots of Barba-
do2s are quoted in this market at dic
to 38¢c, the last sale of about J0)
puncheons being reported by us at 3Se.
Antigua is quoted at 32¢ to ¢ In
round lots. In a jobblng way Barba-
does are quoted at -§0c to 4lc.—Mont.
real Trade Bulletin,

In regard to currants, latest adviceg
from New York say:—Notwithstand-
ing some little timprovement has been
nuted in the demand for curramts the
trade continues far from active.
Buying s generally Ilhmited to the
hand-to-mouth requirements of local
and nearby country cunsumers. L~
tle business Is bLeing done In round
wis, and there appears to be an ab-
sence of speculative interest unusual
at this period. *“the distribution from
New York for the month of Janus
ary,” say the EHills Bros' Company,
“is not over onc-haif of that record-
cd for January last vear. This is
disappointing to holders, who, In view
«f the smal consumption during the
talt, had expected an Increase in busi-
ness  after the turn of the year.
Mafl advices from Liverpool to 1T7th
+f January report stocks at that date
+ 125 tons, as against 6,650 tons the
»ovvious year, with o fair business do
e and prices tending rather upward.
v Liverpuul, in the previvus wam
wugl, reveived several thousand tons
st Greece  after  this date, it ap-
pears probable that that market will
be able to take a falr proportion of
the stocks still remaining In Patras.

1t i3 understood that committees are
helng appointed in British Columbla
and Washington who wlll make repre-
sentations to the Dominjon and United
States governments with a view to the
establishment of a hatchery on the
Iaser River at the Joint expense of
e Canadian and Unlted States gov-
ernments.

THE COMMERCIAL

THE DRY GOODS TRADE,

THE IMPERIAL DRY GUUDS COM-
PANY,

One ot the largest retail cstabvlish-
ments in Winnipeg I8 the Imperial
Dry Goods Company, which last fall
moved into its new premises on Main

Street, nearly opposite the post ofilce.
The business of this company has
grown wonderfully during the last
three years under the management of

A. E. Ham; starting out with four
clerks they now employ a  staff of
about thurty. It soon became ap-

parent that larger quarters were nec-
essary and it was ddecided to erect a
speclally  designed  bulldlng, The
block 1s 210x40 feet with three storles
and basement, giving 126,000° square
feet of floor space and In the plauning
of the different floors the convenience
both of customers and employces was
consldered. One very noticeable fea-
ture I8 the excellent ‘lighting system
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New Store Imperial Dry Goods Co.,
Main St, Winnipeg.

which shows oft the goods to advant-
8¢ and makes it possibie for cusiom-
ers to see just what they are dbuying.

On the first floor counters run the
entire length of the bullding on either
side with a serles ot tables in the mid-
dte. The counters throughout are of
a speclal design known as the *‘skeles
ton.” These recede from the top and
overhang the chairs placed for the
customers, thus giving space for the
steam pipes along the bottom. On
the right hand side are found the hos-
fery, gloves, corsets, underwear, etc.:
on the left hand stde is the dress-goods
counter and in the centre are counters
of small wares, stationery, confection-
ery, etc.

‘FThe rear portlon of the first floor io
elevated about three steps. Here are
found dress trimmings and staples,
mantle cloths, men's and boys’ ¢loth-
ing and furnishings as wel as a flower
counter, where plants and cut flowers
may be abtalned A wa .ng mom for
customers, the manager's oftice, In-
ity offlee, vash and paseei offices are
found here.

A broad stalrcase leads to a well
lighted basement, where a large as-
sortment of china, granite and
wooden-ware and wall paper s
kept. ‘The marking rooms, where the
goods are received and priced, wash
rooms for male employees and a store

room for reserve Stock occupy the
balance of this flat.
On the second floor, which can be

reached by elevator s the department
for manties. furs. cloaks. biankets and
house furnishings Near the  eentre
are lavatories far use of the puhlie
and in the rear are the dArees making
quarters - On thig flnar alsn 2 millinery
department {2 belug apened this sprin—
under. the charge of Miss Baldwin.

On the third storey is the ready-
made manufactory for blouses, skirts,
ete.

In all parts of the bullding the same
finencss of finish is seen. The cellings
are of the metallle type, the radlators
are gilded and the svoodwork is of pol-
ished hardwood and every portion of
the store Is s0 casy of access and the
£oods so attractively arranged that a
visit to this establishment can hardily
fafi to produce a feeling of plcasure
and aatisfaction.

DRY GOODS TRADIE NOTES.

The Twonie nutinery npenings take
place on March -ith,

Demand for  prints In Canadian
wholesale markets promises to he good
this year. The products of our do-
mestic mills I3 «ald to show much bet-
ter quality and style than ever bhofore
especially  th the mercerized goods
which have become 8o popular,

A new line of print goods swhich
promisex to bhe popular In Canadlan
markets this year §s the mercerized
pongee, u very iHine  fabrle of light
welght, made In Imitativn  of pongee
sflik. 1t comes in spots, foulard pat-
terng and serall effects.

A London letter says: Black is the
iy color dispiayed 1n the shop win-
dows throughout the emplre, ‘The
milliners' stores are tliled with biack
bonnets, and  other establishments
have a funeral show of black clothes,
gluves, neckties and hats.  In London
overy Englizhman who can afford it {2
wearing black clothes, a black necktie
and black gloves. The women are all
attired In black and the officers of the
army and navy have crape bands on
thelr arms. All army flags are draped
with black. Naturally, there will be
loss on stocks of colored goods, pars
ticularly in the case of London firms
accustomed to depend on court and
soclety buslness.  On the other hand,
dealers in black goods will ‘be able to
sell thelr entire stocks at a very great
profit.  In fact, @ famine in  Dblack
goods threatens the British markets
and offers an opportunity for Ameri-
can enterprise.  British orders are al-
réady exhausting the resources of the
French and German manufacturers. It
i8 said that Lyons. Dresden and other
continental centres are already refus-
ing more orders.

World’s Whent Stock Increased,

Despite  slight  decr2ases in the
stocks of wheat held in this country
and In Burope during January, the
total world’s stock of wheat showed a
considerable increase during that
month, says Bradstreet’'s. This was
due chietly to a very lreavy gain in
the stock held In Australla, as report-
ed by cable, but this jncreasing tend-
ency Is also shared In by Argentine
stucks, the crop of which has begun
%0 move to market. Thazse gains should
occaslon NMttle surprise, because the
month of January Is the harvest time
in both countries. Nor should the
large increase In Australian stocks be
taken entirely as a bear point as re-
gards the outlook for American wheat
in Europe. The bulk of the Australlan
surplus, which promises to be the larg-
est for some years, will, no doubt, seek
nearby markets, such as South Atriea,
but to just the extent that this wheat
competes with Amerlcan wheat in the
last-named and other countrles Amer-
4ican wheat will be displaced. Last
year, it may be recalled, saw some
Australian wheat shipp2d to Europe,
some coming as far as Marseilles and
Barcelona. It is an Interesting fea-
ture in this connectlon, however, that
last weck witnessed the shipment of
some 2merican flaur from the Paclfi-

-ooast to Sydney, N. S. W,

The total stuck of wheat e wee scad
ing- cduntries of the world on or about
February “i¢ compares with preceding
periods as follows t—

[000°s omitied.)

IPeb. 1. Jan. 1, Feb. 1.

1901, 1901, 1900.

1. 8§ & Canada 95011 06,557 G300
Europe and afloat L7000 71,400 (‘Q.OOO
Austratla o 10,000 2,000 7,300
Arzentina 1.650 %0 5,520
Totats 199 421 17807 170310
The total stork it w!ll be scen. ie

shown to b 17T 421000 1. yahiels g guinr
3t 3510, burbeeis £ (hie meanth o f
Januaty, an incicase of ovor SAHEL 0N
bushels as compared with February 1,
f year ago and of over 30,000.-
000 bus, as comparzd with February 1,
1899, ‘The chief gain, it will be seen,
Is shown in the ltem of .Australian
stocks,  which increased 7,100,000
bushels during the month, while Ar-
gentine stocks galned 720,000 bushels.
On.the other hand, stocks in the Unit-
ed States and Canada decreased 3,-
556,000 bushels, while European stocks
fell off 700,000 bushels. The stocks in
this country and Canada, of cuurse,
have the most present Interest, and
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we therefore append the following
tahle ahowing the sald starks monthly
siuve January 1, 1000 . —

(000’ omitted.)
Totals

Liast ot Paciiie U.S, &
Rockles. coast, Canada,

cravens o o|89,

Jun, 3, 1
Feb, 1 .. .
March 2 ..
Aprll t

May 1.0,
June t ...,
July 1 .. .. ..
Aug. 1l Ll
Sept. 1 .. .. ...
Octe 1 .. .,
Nus 1 .
Dees 1 L. L,
Jan 1, 1901
veb, 1, 1901 ., .. L.

Stocks east sf the Rudkics, It wili be
seen, decreased 1,387,000  bushels In
Jonuary, while Pacific <vast stocks
fr.creased 31,000 bushels for the manth,
‘The position of American, that 1s,
Unlled States and Canadian, stocks on
February 1 this  year as compared
with the same date In preceding years
s shown in the following table :~—

[000’s omitted.}
Totals

Bast of Pacitic U.S. &
Rockles. coast. Canada,

18106,607
7195.041

Feb, 1, 1901 .. .. ] 86,324] 8,717 95,041
Febo 1, 1900 .. .. L) 87,473) 8,023] 96,396
Feb, 1, 180 ., --) 3LGI8) 5.030) 56,687
I'eb 1, 188 < 51,105| 5,318 56,423

o AT L. L L) 68,002 3,005 T1,007
., IS L, L. L) 9T, 2' 8.089]103,181
L1805 106,017113.1181120.03%
Lete 1, 101 0 L0 L 98,886) 9,550]108,695
Feb, 1, 1S3 ., .. L 111,003; 4,457)118,362

Compared with a year ago, it wil
L2 seen, the above stocks are 1,265,000
bushels smaller, but they are 35,334,-
(MK} bushels larger than at this date
fwo years ago and 35,618,000 bushels
smaller than in 189S. They are also
larger than the stocks held in 1897 by
over 24,000,000 bushels, but are 8,000,-
000 bushels smaller than in 1896 and
25,000,000  bushels smaller than in
1SY5.  The position of European sup-
plies on February 1 compared with
preceding months and years was as
follows ;—

{60,000's omiteed.)

1896, 97, 98, 99, 1900. '01.
'89.8:79.2°71,6'61,9

Feb,

1

1

1

1 1
roeb, 1
1
Febh 1
1

Leb, ..
March .. ., .
April
May
June .. .
July .. ., ..

.'»S.o‘.u..‘i 39,760,067,

. ..(7s.s.m.chsml.1.01.4.4
X A I TR T
European supplies are sBizghtly lcss
lh:_m they wep2 a month ago, but are
4,600,000 bushels heavier than a year
ago and 9,000,000 bushels larger than
in 1899 bur are smaller than
in any previous vear since 1894. The
combined American and European

Dee .. .0 L

stocks make the followlng compari-
son ;—
1000,000'= omlitted.)

*01, 00, '99. *98.°07, "98. 03,
Jan. 1 .. ... L LIGO16TI171132)156)194)205
!-el-. 1 .. .. -11601162111811271148117 71204
Mareh 1 l 1159 1241118]143:172,103
Apnl 1 ‘161 123:114,122,163;181
May 1 .. . ., 18,117 95103146172
Juae 1 B 138213167 99] 0411331158
July 1 .. .. | .l'.:spwl 30} 78124148
aAug 1 n2stia! 28t ggliasiio
Septe L. L. 185, 117) ) 681071132
ger. 1 .. hashal 67l ashorhss

ALY P 10 L 5%1111,1621178
Dee. 1 .. .. o |1voheshoszzhitangs

A decrease of 3,000,000 bushels -In.
European and American supplles is
shown for Janu:l(x)‘(})’(.) but the gain over
@ year ago 18 -1.000,000 bushels; over
1899, 18,000,000 bushels, and over
1808, 30.000,000 bushels. It is, in fact,
necessary tn go back to 1896 to find a
smaller combined total.

At a meeting of rallway and steam-
hoat representatives held last week in
Turento very lttle change was made
{1 the summer rates in force on the
greal fakes last year There are some
slight increases from  northern  lake
ports and the basis of rates to Port-
Arthur, Fort Willlam, Duluth and
Sault Ste. Marie were rearranged, the
same rate now applying both ways.

A8 many as seven applications. for
charters  for raliways touching at
Grand Forks, B.C., are now being made
Three of these are for roads from:the
coast. One of these applications 18 -be-
Ing made by the C. P. R. and an-
other by Mackenzle & Mann., The
prospects for the boundary country
seun bewumning well suppited with rail-
ways would appear to be very bright.



