tural distributing point for East and
Wwest IKootenay and the DBoundary
Creck country, and we find that u largo
number of both castern and western
wholcsale houses have  cstabllshed
branches here which transact alargo
busiuess.  To shiow +the shippiug facil.
ities oirjoyed by Nelson it 19 only neces.
gary to say that 1t I8 tho termlnus
of tho Slocan River, Columbia and
Rootenay aad Crow s Nest I'ass uys.
tema controlied by the C. P. R, and
the Belv's'c Colnmlda terminus of the
Nelson and Iort Steppavd Railway
operatad fn connect'on with the Great
Nortiern Lnflway, and it is aleo the
prine’pal port for a number of stoam-
ora traifliok ng on the Kootlenay iuke:«,

A& & bueiness pont we f{ind that in
addit on to its wholesale houses it s
well supplied w th reiall stores, car-
rying 1.rs8t class stosks of 2oods, and
pas four lanklag places, nam ly, th:
Bank of Montreal, the Mernshants Bank
ol Halfax, the Imp-r'al Bank of Can.
ada an) Bank of Brit'sh Coluintia. It
ha~ electric street cars, gas, eleetric
Pght, teleplone aund waterworks rys
tems, eawmllls, smelter, opara ho-se,
gcitools, good churches. and wvwodally
rewspapers. 1t s understood that
rome of the princ'pal streets are tao
o pavedt In the necar future.

Ay has teen sald, Nelcon ‘s not de-
pendent  .enttrely for its  support
upon the mines, still the business re-
celvedd frow: these represen.s a large
proportion of that transactel here.

Tho lurgest aml probuably tlie most
froportant  m'no in  the Immediate
vie nity of Nelson is vhe Sliver King,
whleh  Is sitLawexd on Tead Mountain
come four gud a hall mbes from the
ity and is tho property of the Hall
Mines, Lid. It was o.atel some ten
years ago almost by accldent. The
ore was extiraordinary ly rich right
from tho surlace and the tirst shp-
ment of twenty tons i3 sad to have
netted over $&000. The mine soon
passed fnto tho hands of Englsh cap-
ital sts and the company formeold whi b
are now operating ite An immense
amoant of ¢evdlopment work has leen
done and the mine cqu'pped wi.h tho
mos', complete and modern machinery
necessary for  carrvyiag on  work
ou  large scalo.  This company has
also a very complete smel.or at Nel-
son, the ore belng brought from the
mine by meaus of an aer al tramway,
Tue smelter consisis of o blasy copper
firnace which has o daly ecapaclty
of L&) tons, a Llast sliver-lead furnace

with  a  vcapacty of 100 tons
dallv, two large cale'ning fur-
RACES and two reverberatory
furnaces. Nearly a hundred men are

employed at the smelter as oves from
othicr mines are treated as well. The
ore from the Hall mines is largely a
copper-stiver ore, althongh extensive
vodies have been found of sgilver ore
carrying no copper.

On tho Dandy a large amount of
work has been done. The ore is
siver carrying lstle or no copper and
it {5 thought to be the same velu as
that of the Xall mines.

Tho Last Chance 18 a copper pro.
posttion and iv belng thoroughly devel.
oped, several hundred feet of tunnelllng
haviag been done, and trial shipments
of the ore have turned out very satls.
fuctorily.

The California is a free.miiling pro-
position and a conslderable amount of
development work has been Jone and
some rich shipments made. A rich vein
of gold-bearlng quartz s been found.

The Venus Is another frce-mililng
property, located near the California.
Development has exposed a veln of
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free-mililng quartz half a foot in
widtl.

On Morning mountaln are located the
Athgbhasca and Exchequer propertics.

Tho Athabasca 18 looked upon as vne
of the good properties here and sys’ .
mwatle development work 18 belng s
rled on and a large amount of ore lias
been blocked out, A 10.stamp mill hag
been erected and Ig working with satls.
factory reosults,

The Lxcheauer Hes between tho Call.
fornw .and Athabasca.,  Development
work has demonstrated that there Is
four fcet of high grade ore which re.
talns its slze and values with depth and
grgab things ure ‘expected of this prop.
erty.

A few miles down Kootenay river
are loeated the Graalte and TRoyal

anadian mines, owned by the Duncan
Mines, Lbnited, an English compm
The first year after these mines wese
boaded dovalupment work was done to
the exteat of gome 330,000, The
Granite Is being developed by menns
of twoe shafgs and the Royal Canadian
by tunuclling. Tho Poorman miune is
lecated sieur the Granite and Royal
Canading, und, Uke thom, Is free
milllng, A great deal of work has been
dono un this property and a4 10 stamp
mill erccted. The owners have been
wall repuid by the work expended on
thly property.

The IFern mino is another free mill.
ing proposition a short distance from
Nelson, and near the Nelson & Forg
Sheppiad railway.  This proporty has
already proved itsel « dividend payer
and Is equipped with a 10.stamp mil
and a cllorination plant.

We havo only made menvion of some
of the morv Important mines in the
immediate vielnlgy of Nelson and thero
are probably hundreds of promising
claims novw being developed which will
somo day Le good shipplug mines.

Seeding.

The followlug crop report for the
week ending Sunday, has been  issued
from the offico of the geuneral agent
ol the Northern PacMlic lines in
Manitoba:

Portage la Prairie—Sceding three
wecks earlier than lust year; about
22,000 acres to be sown; plowing all
dune; 12 per cent. screage In oats; 8
per cent. barley: 5 per ceng. veget
ables, wheat aand oats all  sown,
weasher favorable, warm and ary;
woisture in ground counswlerably deep
er last year, account ltile sieow dur
ing winter. .

Oakland—Wheat all in; oants about
60 per cent. sown; growing grain
about hnlf iueh high; no vegegubles
ln; hay meadows burned over; general
cendition and outlook gaod; seeding
abont threo weeks earlier than last
Year; plowing all done; growth appre.
clabio, and general prospects as good
as last year; weather dry, Lut not
dotrimentud; very little depth of mois.
ture. cwiug to open winter.

Beaver—Wheat sceding finished, and
farmers preparing to 60w outs; s
sen opened about two weeks carlier
than last year, and favorable weath.
er has ounbled farmers to geg
through fully three weeks soouner;
weather warm, and grain is coming
up unicely; heavy shower night of
27th, aud noticeable improvement to.
day, 28th, In hay anad grass; acreage
scwi in wheat about samo as last
year.

Morris—Season almost  two weeks
carlicr than last year; all wheat ja
sown, ané very little plowing tobo
dene; lucrease in acreage expected of
about 25 per cent.; weather has been
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most favorable; as soon as ull grain
Is Sown, o few good showers would
Lo beneficial, as ground I8 dry, there
heing so littlo snow last winter thut
otly molsture in ground now Is tho

frost, which weunt to dopth of five
or BixX feot.
St. Jean—Weather very favorable;

wheat all sown, somo of 1t up; have
haqd Hght showers last few  days,
whigh has helped grain greatly, there
will be about 35,000 acres sown gyl
butary to St. Jean, an lncrease of
about 20 per ceat ncarly ull plow.
ltg to be dono yet for onts aud bar.
ley; seeding about two wecks earlier
than Iast gear: ground in flne shape.

1.tellier—Seed'ng progressing rapld-
ly wheat and outs practleally all in;
o tarley ye.  wens farmets  eludm
seeding of all gra ns will Le finished
thhee weeks In advance of last year;
ov g to favoruble weather, work pro-
gressing in fiist  clasy shap;  ver
heavy rain fell during night of 2.4th;
present growth appearance and gene
or.i prospect were never morse proms
fe'ng an increase in acreage of 20 per
cent.

Emerson—\Wheat seadlng. practically
fin snec and bulk of wheat Is up; crop
hay  never heen  in better shapo
ana fuily a monbir  ahead of
Iast year; acreage of wheat about 10
per ocent Jarger and alout same in.
crease iy conrsc grains; weather all
tha* conld e desired and plowing for
coarsc gralns well under way.

Noland—\Wheat seecding practicoliy
fin thel: conrse grafug will all be In
in t¢gnse of nuxt week: so0l in c¢xoel-
lent congit‘on aud weather most fav-
otatle, little if any piowing remain.
ing to e done and season two weeks
carler than last year; atout 25,000
peres wheat rown, weadter dry; tew
cror i need of ra'ns.

Rosorank—Reccig in this  vi-inity
fin shed and quite a lot of crop up
wineh is domg well; scason much eay-
1jer than last year; weather favorable.

Miami—Wheat scedinx tiniched, fields
turidng green and grain comings on
finely fully 75 per cent. oats and har-
Jley sown; weatier dry and a shower
wottia do goold but nothing sulferng
for want of raln; season fully & month
nhead of last year.

Altamont—iWeather fine and warm,
witd. one or two small showers which
dit o lob of good, wheat sced'ng fin.
ishxi two weeks carler than  last
vear, inercase in wheat acreage of
aboul 25 per ccnt. and some wheat
is alove ground and growing very
fast few farmers have any onts or
varley yebt sown as It is little carly
for them.

Somereet—About 76 per cent. wheat
terdiug doue; sceason atout o month
alead of last yecar; very ilttle rain but
rome of the wheat Is atove ground and
procpects (or fine weather are good

Ywan Lake—Wheat sreding  vhreo
wepks earller than last year; condition
firar clave:, acteagn atont 15,000 ‘n.
cluing 3,000 new  broken; prospeets
very favoratle. rain not needed as yel;
vory bt mo'sture in ~oll owing to
ol winter: wheat ahout all 'n angd
gome rp, of wirlch the appearance 18
spl ndid, weather clear; Pght showers
20eh and 27th.

" *Qqur—\Weat™er favoraMe: wheat
seedting practicaliy over: durlng past
weel inve Bad eeveral showers which
have leen vers benefle'al to graln
just ~ommg up, many fields now look-
fuer mite green and coarser grains now
Lo son.

Bolliont—Wheat about all in  ang
wea*hier  conditions most favorall~;
aluiy 15 per cent. more wheat witl
be sovwn; soll isin excellent conditlon;



