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WINNIPEG, OCT. 7, 1899.

SARLY CLOSING
MENT.

Thirty new members joined tho Win.
nipeg Retail Clerks’ association at the
last meeting. The association las
been organized mainly for the purpose
of sccuring a reduction in the hours
of labor in stores. In this laudable
effort The Commercial ‘wishes the
clerks every success. This journal has
always advocated the early closing
cause, and will give the clerks all rea-
sonable assistance to accomplish this
humane and desirable result. Early
closing s in tho interest of the mer-
chant as well as the clerk. A few
years ago retall stores ln  Winnipeg
were kept open until nipe or ten o'clock
at night. After much agitation the
time was reduced to seven o’'clock, ex-
cept on Saturday evenings. Qv the
jatter evening ridiculously long hours
gtill prevail. The moderate reform
scemed to gatisfy those interested at
tho time, but after the lapso of a few
years, the present movement has been
started for a further reduction of the
hours of lapor in retail stores. The
Commerclal has no lhesitation in say-
ing that the stores are still kept open
100 late. It would be found just as
casy to close 2t six o'clock as at soven,
ag is the present custom, if It were
ouly otce seriously widertaken. Mer-
chants and clerks who are compelled
by unreasonable custom to remain at
their places of business until seven
o'clock, are robbed of a great deal of
pleasure, comfort and rest which it is
thelr right to enjoy. Thoy cannot
take poart in an evening's amusement
without having to resort to indecent
baste in dressing and swallowlag thelr
meals. ‘The need of society does not
demand- that the merchant and his
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assistants should sacriffco their health
or comfort, or their right to share In
the pleasures of the day. Just as
much business could be doune bLetwaen
elght in the morning and six in the
afternoon as by keeping open an hour
later. Nor is there any good reason
for excepting Saturday from the cdrly
closing programme. Earller closing
would meuan o reduction in expenses of
fire, light, ete., and would be 2 moral,
physical and social benefit to all con-
cerned. .

BURNING STRAW.

One of the peculinrities of farming
ln Manitobn is the destruction by
burning of vast qguantitles of valu-
able straw., Many farmers bura thelr
straw ag toon as the thiesling is done.
During the threshing seasou firee mnuy
often Le seen 2t night durning In
every direction, and the sky will  be
flluminated i many places from tho

‘burning straw piles. IFarmers who
aro eveir short of hay fodder, will
gometimes  careclessly  burn  their

straw, regardiess of its value for feed
purposes. 1n Manitoba whero jrrain
is usually cut quite green, the straw
is of more value for feeding than
where grain is alloweld to et thor-
cughly mpe Lefore cutting. Evident-
Iy ihe farmers who burn their straw
(0 not realize its value for feeding to
live stock. Good straw is probably
n Detter fouder than poor prairvie hay,
particularly  when the hay is cut
very late in the geason. A farmer in-
formod The Commercinl a few days
ago that Jast winter ho got out of
hay during the latter part of the
winter. He had saved Lis straw  and
had a plentiful supply of this kind of
feed, bus he said that he expected his
eattie would go off in condition when
they were put on the straw. To his
surprise he found that they did not
fuil In  the least with tho changel
fcod, but rather improved iu condi-
tion. Milking cows did not fadl in tho
least e thelr mlik after the hay gave
out. This shows the value of straw
for fced Is very much underrated in
Manitoba. At any rate, in years
when the hay crop 18 short, 1t zeeins
a very foolish policy to burn up suci
vast quantities of good fodder.

Customs Decisions,

Thoe minister of customs has ap-
proved ot accisions of the board of cus-
toms, classing boxes of packages [or
chovolate paste in section 13 (B) of
tho tariff act, at & duty of 20 per
cent. <Cocoa cola (an article used
with goua water as flavoring for sam-
mer drinks, and containing aot more
than 2b per cent. of proof spirits) is
piaced 1t section 5, with a duty of
00 per cenu.  Barilla soap is decided
to belong to sectlon 25, aud bears a
duty of 35 per cent.  Refrigerating
plants, colle and condensers are us.
signed to section 321, with a duty of
85 per cent. - . .
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Chilliwack, B, C.

Chilliwack, & town on the Xrasor,
was visited recently by 'The Commer-
cinl representative. 1t s comparae
tvely aitficult to reach the agricul.
tural towi, but when 1t 1s reached it
t« a rovelation, Chilliwack has been
called the garden of British Colunmbla,
and it 18 not a misnomer one. Xasiern
prices prevail here and the Vancouver-
ite 18 astonished at being presouted
with a bill for $1 after a sojourn at
the best hotel for a day and nighy,
and faring of the chouicest viands., e
thinks he must be back east dgain in
one of those little country towus,
Choice butter, nice home-mado bread,
a pitcher of cream In {rout of you, the
sweetest of meat and lots of vegetables.
The boarding houses charge $15 a
mouth for Board and this in British
Columbia, where a penny is unknown,
and still the interest rate in Chilliwvack
is 1U per cent. There 1s one loan
company there and it 15 doing a big
business with the farmers and waxlng
rich. Money lends at 10 per cent in
Chilliwaek and at 6 per cent o few
miles over on the coast at VaucqQuver.
And hotel accommodation $1 in Chilli-
wack and the same standard $3 in
Yancouver. This is & good blace for
a capitalist to live. Chllliwack is the
home of the Eden Dank creamery. The
proprietor buys cream from all the
farmers thereabouts and keeps a large
number o cows himself, ldon Bank
butter is always good and sells whole.
side in Vanpcouver at 25 and 26 cents
and cannot be purchased for the table
rewil at less than 30 cents.  Why
don’'t you all go nto butter making
wae atked of a number of farmers.
“\ore money in hay,” was the laconic
reply, and that remark, “Afore money
in hay means a lot. The (armers
in compuarison to the castern farmers
are careless. They live, by the way,
in a country where easy money is
made in many speculative enterprises,
They see unskilied laborers earn hun-
dreds ol dollars in two or three days
by salmon tishing. They see penniless
mineral prospectors make thousands by
selling wneir prospcets, and they got
discouraged at the enormous amount
of manual labor re.juired in getting the
Lest possible fesults out of the ground
and they don’t do their best.  Their
potatoes want weeding and their forms
lugk all awry, bat then they get such
magnificient results from the soil by
thelr half-hearted efforts that they are
not stnnulated to better work., There
are, of vourse, excepticus, but e aver-
age B. C. farmer is content to let woll.
enough alone. The Chilliwack soil is
so prelifie thau the tiller need not work
very bard to make a very comfortablo
living.  One cannot help thinking how-
ever oi the beehive of prosperity Cuil-
Jiwack and the valley would be if n
few hundred Ontario farmers would
travsier thelr energies to this district.
A district which alene could supply the
province with dairy produce if thoy
wanted to, but there is more monoy
iu hay.

Legal Yoints,

Judge Morgan, of Toronto lius hand-
cd out Judgment in the suit of Medlillan
vs, Manitou Farmers’ Store company.
The plaintiff, Evan McMillan, is aso-
licitor ot Toronto, and is the assignee
of hils brother, Johu. The latter wag
employed as a salesman by the defeng-
ants, who conduct an establishaens in
Manitou, Manitoba. He was dismlssed
last September without just cause, and
tho action was for $200 damages on
that account. Judgment Is given for
the plaintiff for $166.67 and fuli




