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PROHIIBITION Il THE TERRITORIES.
Tite regulation o! the liquor trafici seeitis

te be as mucb a bughear te statesmorti and
peliticians on1 titis Sideocf the Atlantic, as
over wvas that cf state cîxuiches te those cf
Great Britai, aird indeed there is about
tIre saine latitude for bigotry andi iirteler-
ance within the scopie of the one as the
other. Tite liquor regulation question
howevor, cannot be treated in a negative
fashioi, by placirrg it outsideocf the linriit
of legislation, as is acceîîplislred by a
parlianientary nieaure abolishiiig a sta',,
church. Tite traffie exists, aird inust be
regulated by law, evon wben the regula.
tiens exteird te probtibiting its sale for
anytbing but ruedicinal purposes.

WVe tee often hear the assertion nmade
that liquer prohihitery laws have proved
te be cf very littie value, if irot a iriere
farce, wherever they have heen tried.
This la more unsupported assertion bow-
ever, as in many parts cf thir, continent
the enforcemnent cf a hiquor prolîibitery
law bias bad a very good efilect, and thîcre
are ctill many other places, nîrere it could
bo strcce-ssfuhly put in op2ration.

But the claini May hoe safely alade that
wbere liquor prohibition lias proved a
success and public benefit, it lias been on-
forced in accordance witli thie wisbies cf
the local communities, aird tlierefore car-
ried with it the respect cf the haw aloidiîîg
citizeîrs. 111 plain English this systemr of
lea% in- tIre question cf liquor lictnse or
prohibition te local option lias beoi a very
converrient deerway eut cf the difliculty
for 'statesmoen, and it cannot ho called a
cowardly way cf retreat ont tiroir part, as
in taking sucir a course, they sirnply dehe-
gate hack te the people a portion of the
powers confcred by the p)eop!e upoti thei-
selves, and prevent tIre possibility cf legis-
latien being brouglît iute, conteumpt ini
another.

In our 'Nortnwesterii Territories 'vo
bave a systeni of prohibition iii force at
prescrnt, in the enforcing cf shich tire
people cf theso Territeries bave nover been
oonsulted, and as a natural consequonce
tho iaw is more brouglit into conteinlpt and
more cf a farce there, than lin any other
portion of the American Continent. Tho
haw proîribits the manufacture, sale and
even use cf intoxicants, arxd yet it is out

iritgetl by a systom cof permit grantiirg, by
%vhicli liquor lias becoincv antyttiigi but a
scarce conitvodity il-. the Territories, and
tlîe convictionr cf tliose trallicimg ln it
difficult, andl cf those usivng it alîîîost iîîr-
possible. Sih a law forced ilîpoila pole
mnust liaturally brinu upon it more or less
publie conitemlpt, everi front those îî'Io
înliglit bc ilnclitucd te a reasoliable prolîihi.
tien iaw. lut short it is a settled fact lu
tIre irincs cf political oconoînists gcnoerally
thiat liquor prohibition is a question long
ago relegated te local option, and tIre
ininer cf its enforceinent in our Terri-
tories, is the only instance iii whicli titis
conviction lias not beeti practically carried
eut. Whîy titis exception should exist la
a mystery, unless te the "«wondrously
wise " at Ottawa. Tho ]ast attemnpt at
nranufacturinig a licenso bill lu that city,
ivhiich Nvould apply te the whele Doînin-
ion, and the ùxiserale failuro vhîich thiat
act lias since preved te ho, shrould convince
eveix ail Ottawva pohitican cf tIre fohly cf
carryirrg liquor regulatien outside cf local
o>ltin.

But iýi attenipting to introduce aniy
systemu cf local liquor rogulation rate the
'ferritories grrat caution nîust be exorcised.
Titis wverld ior have boom se nocessary
liad thic nover been a prohibitory law ini

foc. But tha- lias heen iii force se
îorcy yoars, aird cf late lias caused su
inucli di-eoittvut that a itiove iii the direc-
tion cf g'uer-t aIlicpucing %' uld non' ho
siîîîply nidra.Prohibition iii the Tfer-
ritories was at tirsti neant )iicipall;- te
koep lF<îuur eut of thec reacli cf 1udians,
and althiough the- country is non' pretty
w,1 sprinrhh.d over wvith good white set,-
tfers, ive (le no", believe that hiquor w ould
bo beyond the rcach cf the~ indiau under
a germeraI I icenresysteîn. No, the systomn
cf local option is tihe oniy safe course te
follow, and iu ;'rantingf titis tIhe Covern.
muent at Ottawa should delegate thepowvr
citly Nvlien there is soute well orgamnized
systoni cf Local Uoverumniienit. Tite larger
iircorporated tewns cf tire country rvould
ho safe hands in whii tu entrust sucîr
local option. 'lie votes cf the &otafide
rosidoirta of such towrrs iniglît be entrustcd
'te docide the question cf license or prehi.-
bitice, and civie authrorities ho ahlowed te
mninrge tIre dotails. There can bo ne
reasoirabie argument agninat sucl a course
unless it la hased upoir a mistrust cf our
fellow citizens lu tire cities of tire Terri-
tories, and a belle! that the-y would net
use thr±ir plivilege as coniscicirtiously as
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those iii tho provinces. such a belief we
consider only a mattcr for ridicule.

Tite Ottawa Governiment have utterly
failed lu ouforciîîg prohibition iii the Ter-
riteries, îuuch less in nalcing prohibitory
laws respected there. Tite Ilchoke the
devii iii the dark " policy of permit grant-
in" tbrougb the Lieut-Covernor bas
provcd eveir a grcater failure and a stupid
blunidor. Tite compromise of a general
ale and hoor license systîni wvill neyer
work siioothily wvith a inixed population
like that in the Territories. The law
whlich allows the Englisliman bis a: and
the I)utchman his boor, but denies the
Scotchian and Irishinan their wvhiskey
would ho a fruitful cause of discontent.
Tire onily way~ out of the ditliculty is a
niiovo in the direction of local option lu
the larger towns, wvhere there exists civic
Governimer.t capable of biandling the ques-
tion with firnness if necessary.

OVERSTOCKING.
Lt. is a simple matter tu carry a cool

level head ini tintes of depression, but it
take-s a nian gifted with sotte cf the traits
of the philosopher te keep bis liead so ln
prosperity. 'rtue mercantile man is as a
eule best able to do so, and yet ne man
lias more tenîptations tu recklessness than
lio. Yet there -ire a few points oiu which
hoe is very liable tu err, and ene above ail
others nainely overstocking. There is ne
fear of tbe sumaîl mierchant commniting
such a blunde (lut-ing' depressod times.
Tite stern impressionless face of the banker
wlie traded ont bis surplus deposits, when
times were easy, ffives Itiii no reason te
holieve that fulids beyond Nvhat bis hutre
-wants demnîad, cati ho bad there, if inideed
hoe does not ind that the batik lie deposited
il), and froru wvlich funds were obtrusively
pressed upon him, wlben lio did flot want
thein, lias closed, its coffers te hlmi entirehy;
neither does hoe fi'rd the wlinlesale inerch-
ant or manufacturer ready to press hint
into hcavy purchases, and lie may even
find s.ueh mon curtailing Iris supplies and
wvisely so, in order te keep Iris lineo f
credit within judiclous limita. Ail these
influences are thon at work to keep hlm
against overstocking, ani many who has
liad eu,-bt or ten yeurs in business, and
wvho started on limited capital can frrhly
comprehend how persu&-ive theso influ.
onices are.

Blut with the returui of prosperity every
influence which bas been at work iii cur-
tailiiig credit becornes roversed, and is a


