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. The ignoble cant against “sentiment” has Leen brought to an anti
climax by tho appeal of the Boston, Halifax, and P. . 1. § S. Line against
the Canada Atlantic Line, on the scute of the rates of fici bt W arc
rather of opinion that there is a guud deal of * sentiment” of prde in cur
city in tho possession of a vessel to superior as the Halifax, and in the
enterprise which set her afloat.

We are becoming a little surfeited with Robt. Elleamere. 1t scems to us
that the clergy are themselves to blame for the amount of attention that has
been drawn to the book. It is not at all a more powerful work than onc or
twe other agnostic productions that have been alluwed to drop quictly wut
of notice. Robt, Ellesutere would have done the same if its sale had not
been enhanced by the importance attached to it in the pulpit.

We are surprised to find Mr. Longley, in a grave and serious letter on a
subject of immense importance, commutting himself to the shallow, radical
rant about State, Church and Hereditary Aristocracy,—things which can
never possibly affect Canada, and aie the tnerest claptrap, Nor d es the
Attorney General strengthen any position he may hold Ly quoting Dr. Go'd
win Smith, whose name is beccming as unsavory tu tiue Canadians as that
of the designing and sclf-sceking Mr. Wiman.

American women, of the notoriety-sceking type, have discovered a new
mecthod of advertising their vulgarity, which has the merit, to an unscrupu-
lous person, of being quite simple and easy. It is only to inventa stury
that the Prince of Wales has taken sume liberty with her.  There is nothing
that American papers and their credulous renders, agape for scandal, ¢njoy
s0 much as an opportunity of bringing the Prince intu unfavorable discus-
sion, but all sensible people know that the Prince is.a gentleman, and a man
of strong common sense, and not a fool.

Mr. Longley published last week in the Chirenicle a letter which he con-
sidered called for by opinions expressed that he was an annexationist.  Mr.
Longley’s explanation of his position is marked by considerable clearness,
and many of the principles he lays down are such as will not call forth
much dissent. We notice, however, an inconsistency when in one place be
admits that the British army and navy are * cquipments whose very exist-
ence secured our rights without the horrors of war,” and in another
deprecates the poscibility of Canada being dragged into a military system
of which she “ has no need.”

We are bound to beliove that a fact which is widely known to others
has escaped Mr. Longley's cognizance. Itis this, that the * alternatives”
being forced on the country, an astute section of the disaifected has decided
on the policy of advocating Independence. Independence once gaindd
they will bend all their energies to convince Canada that she cannot stand
alone, and to carry her over to their truc love, the United States. ‘They
would be quite willing to put up with Independence for five years or su—
after that Annexation. Let all loyal and true-hearted Canadians be warned
against the advocacy of Independence, to which the Globe and other
Liberal papers are veering round.

A person signing himself “ Canadian” has bLeen writing to the Broad
Arrow ¢ a splenctic epistle, abusive of the Minister of Miutia, drawing a
picture of ¢ discontent bordeting un despair’ aucnt the adwsiwstrativn f the
Militia,” so says the Militia Gazette. ‘The writer seems to want a ** respon-
sible British-Canadian” as Minister. Such a letter is 2 ean advantage to
take of an English paper, which is, of course, not posted as 10 the invid-
iousness of scctionalism, and the writer ought to be ashamed of himself.
Sir Adolphe might, indeed, bestir himself a little mcre in scme matters, but

-we In Canada are quite capable cf working Lim or any othar Minister up,
without whining to an English paper, which is not ¢ guizant of our militia
conditions, a course which caa do no possible guod.

It is a trite saying that there are two sides to every question, but it is
patticulatly true of the important question raised by Queensland, of the
Colonies exercising an influence as to the appointment of their Governors.
Primé facie the idea is attractive, but the Legislature of Victoria cheered
the opinion of their Premicr that things were best as they are. ‘The
pominee of a colony would be the nomince of the party in power, and, at
all events, in the cases of the great Colonics, men of a high stamp and of
unbiassed principles are almosi always selected.  There is great security in
this against popular dissatisfaction. Perhaps there is a mean course which
might work satisfactorily, viz: if the Imperial Government were to ntimate
to Colonial Legislatures their nominations in advance, with a view to
ascertain their acceptability

A good deal of very unprofitable discussion has been ruaning through
the partizan press about the action of Mr. Blake in accepting a bricf for the
C. P, R. Letit be said, once for all, that Mr. Rlake has a perfect 1ight to
do as he has done. The only point is that Lis action stultifies the violent
outcry of a portion of the Liberal press in the matter.  Sumcthing of the
same kind suggests itself in Mr. Blake's having r.ad himself cut ¢f Imperial
Federation. The St. John Telegraph would have attached undue import.
ance to a forecast of the National situation, had Mr. Blake committed
himself to one. We do not share this view. Mr. Blake's long opposition
to the great National work of the C. P. R,, his weakness ot the Riel ques-
tion, and his generally unfortunate statesmanship, have done so much to
impair bis presuge, that we can unly luok tu Lo gieal abilitics wid e
unquestionable integrity as a hope for the future, should occasion arnsc.

In an clequent sermon, preached at Charlottetown on Thanksgiving
day, the Rev. Mr, Curruthers cnounced the following sound sentiments :—
“Evary loyal Canadian must fudd that the worst tendency of vut nativnal
"ifc s that of the sctiing up of Province against Proviuee. . . Frowan
down the man who knows no love of conntry. . + . The country has
10 use for the man, be he Whig or Tory, who has no good word to say for
his country, and is forever praising some other land.” We are a good deal
indebted at this crisis of our national life to the patriotic enunciations of the
clergy of all denominations.

) The Londen Swciety Herald takes this view of the animus of Prince
Bismarck towards England :—* The personal intervention of Alexander 11
prevented Germany from invading France in 1875. Prince Bismarck’s
cmissary, M, de Radowitz, failed to convince the Czar that the durable
peace of Kurope depended upon the dismemberment of TFrance. Similar
overtures made to the present Czar also féll to the ground. Nations, like
business men, will not make a bargain without some consideration for it.
Gesmany can offer Russic no adequate compensation for the disadvantages
that would accrue to hier by the creation of a stronger Germany and a
weaker Traws ¢, but, as the late M. Katkoff once puinted out to the Czar,
tie case would be dufferent if Englaud were substituted for France. It is
upon this basis that an understanding has been arrived at between Germany
and Russia.  Prince Bismarck’s thunderbolts never sirike the same spot
twice. In 18631t was Denmark, 1n 1866 1t was Austria, in 1870 1t was
France. Bismarck now wishes to consolidate the vast fabric of his fame by
vne crowming mastersstroke.  He hates England, and he has trained the
Lmperor and the German people to hate her and regard her as Germany's
commetcial encmy. Prince Bismarck 1s a man of imperious passion ; his
hatred is thorough going, and his personal animosities give zest to his
political moves.” ~ If this be correct it is an unpleasant outlovk, but Eng-
land has more than one card 1o play. Probably her best policy would be
to set 10 work at once to restore the old cordiality with Russia,

That excellest journal, the Chucago Canadian American, under the
headieg “ What to Expect,” gives tu its countrymen at home the following
sigmficant warning. Comment is unnecessa y :—*The clection of Harrison
has sct Canadians speculating as to the atutude this country will assume
with reference to the Dominion, after the Republican policy has been
announced  Some of our neighvors think that Harnson will out-Herod
Herod; others that the Republicans will prove real friends and extend a
helping hand to Canadians. The people ot the Domiuion nced not look
for friends in the ranks of either party., Our public men, without regard to
party, are all but committed to an anti-Canadian policy. They believe in
crnceding nothing to the Dominion ; and a majority of them would support
a mot ement for the annexation of Canada.  They want United States ports
on Huds.n's Bay, on the lower St. Lawrence and on the Bay of Fundy, and
they are ready to worry the Dominion into union. Canada has no friends
at Washington. Amenican statesmen are for the United States first, last,
and all the time, They study the mterests of nu other nation. What they
do 1s for the glory and gam of the Amecrican Republic. They regard
Canada as an cnemy in disguise ; as a menace to this country ; and nothing
but the extinction of the political line will satisfy them. This is the truth,
and it may hutt Canalians. Bat they should no lunger live in a fool’s
paradise.  They will get fruin this country only that which cannot possibly
Lo withhdid by the ciployieat of the tncks of stateeraft.  Tnat is all they
will receive ; all they need expect.”

The pont hikely to raise the most opposition under the new Assessment
Act, 1> the incume tax. In Englaud the revenue i, largely derived from
thus svurce, and years of expencace have reduced its mude of cullectivn o
such pertection that it is by nc means an unpopular tax.  Sull the giviag to
mumcipahitics the puwer v assess income, and to meddle more or less with
the private business of residents, may be open to objections. In the case of
a direct tax levied by the Provincial Government over the whole Province
to auginent 1ts revenues, the assussments would be made on a broad and
libzral basis, but municipal assessors, as 2 rule, are not the most intelligent
of men, and, besides, are liable to sectienal prejudices, and may use the
powers jgiven them under the Act in a manner to cause great discontent.
In the United Sta.es the income tax proved so obnoxious that it was
abolished as soon as possible, and the income tax just about going into
effect iu France is causing much dissatisfaction, and will doubtless lead to
the overthrow of the present Government. In Evgland the assessment is
on the average income of three years, and this is simple justice, as it too
often happens that merchants who make thousands in one vear may losc
muncy in the year folloning. Section 5 of the new Act, in defining income,
says: “‘and shall includc the interest arising, and directly or indirectly
received from money at interest, securities, notes, morlgayes, dobentures,
accounts, public stuecks, debts due the rate-payer, and all other property,
cte.”  Take on: of ihesc items, mortgages, and seo how the tax upon them
will operate. A farmer raises say S$1,000 on mortgage, and lays it out in
improvements on his farm. The next year the assessors add the value of
the improvements to his assessment, and he pays a tax on the borrowed
money. They also assess the lender of the money, and in this way collect
a double tax. This is unjust, and the tax on the interest arising from
mwortgzges should certainly be abolished. If it is not, the farmer will
eventually have to pay both taxcs, a« the moncy lender will be certain to
{bllpuiulc that this 1ax shad be pand Ly the burruwer, There are other points

cqually objectionable under the Act, to which we shall call attention, trust-
iy nal Uy tmcly action the Government may seo its way to eliminate
lobjc(,tlunablc fcatures at the next session of the Legislature.




