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ago bocause he accompanied his regimont
on frontior sorvice, only succoeded within
tho last fow days in his attempts to obtain
ro-omploymont. Fifteen months orforced
idlences, und consequont dopendenca on
one's friondy, is a pretty heavy penalty to
pay for patriotism.  We foar thisis not an
wolated caso; but no matter—omployer's
warchouses have not beon sacked, and the
country is safo."”

Further comment would be useless, but
vio anticipato for theso meanly unpatriotic n
votritmition well earnod and sevore,
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ORACULAR WRITING,

Somo Western Journals hinve become vory
congpicuous lntaly by giving what thoy pro.
tend is a true synopsis of tho fortheoming
Militis Bill, The schome which thoy oracu-
larly propound dnes infinite credit to their
ingenuity ; and their modesty in not claim.
ing thoe offspring of their genius is only
oqualled by their generosity in fathering the
authorship on tho gentloman who has been
engaged in framing tho measure to whom
the whole thing, as thoy propound it, is re.
freshing'y new. By assuming a tono of su-
porior information these Journals mislead
the publicin forming an opinion of this new
law, which i3 caleulated to do much mischiof,
It is of paramount importanco that a mea.
suve whizh deals with the subject of national
defenco should bo allowed to come beforo

tho dress, nccoutrotaents, ote,, apportaining
to that arn of the servico with the one grand
oxception of guns, It reminds ono of n
story told of u worthy Mayor who had ninty
and nine good reasons why he did not fira a
royal walute for the king, the ticst of which
was he had no guns, nnd thasecmd no pow.
der; as might he expected His Majesty did
not require the remaining reasons,  This is
oxactly the position of the tarrison Artillery
companied in tho towns of the Dominion
whoro such live beon formed,  Now ns it
a conceded fact that, if wo ahould be called
upon toanrraww to dofond aur country, the
foart avtillory, asat presmnt organizod, would
bo utterly wseless, it is of the greatost im.
portanco that this part of the force should
he given the meoans of acquiring & know-
ledge of thedrill and dutics of Avtillorymon.
To further this object we believe it is the in-
tention ~f tho Government to do all in its
power to muake tho Volunteor Actillory as
offectivo as pogsible. This can only bo dons
by supplying them with guus; for witliout
theso they might as well be riflemon, which
in fuct thoy aro with tho oxception of dress.
On more than ono occasion wo hnve publish.
ed communications on this subject, and wo
hopo soon to sce the Volunteer Garrison
Artillery placod on such a footing as will no
longor leave thom au isolated and, for all
practical purposes, useless branch of tho

the public with its provisions fairly set forth l Volunteer force.

that no misconception may avise.
a vital question and one that will no doubt
create a groat donl of discussion not only in
Parliament but among all clusses of our peo-
ple, and one that needs the most careful
consideration, it would betolken more wisdom
on the part of these selfinspired pruphets if
they wore to confir  themsolves to actual
probabilities, and nc. seck to rogale the
public with phantasies which, however clev-
erly concocted, cannot but bo of a tendency
mischievous to the fair consideration of a
measnro of Militia reform which will combine
cheapness with practicability. Itisaltogeth-
er probable that the measure will undergo
many modifications before it Lecomes law,
and it would bo very foolish to pronounce
upon its merits Lefore its nature is known.
[ e ———————

VOLUNTEER ARTILLERY.

This branch of our Volunteer force has
heen strangely neglected, and we would bo
glad to sco more attention bestowed upon
this very important armof the service. The
gevat advancement made in tho science of
war of late years, has made Artillery the
mast important portion of all armics taking
the field, artd o thorough acquaintance with
its use is nbsolutely necessary if wo wish to
lave an effective Militia organization. We
have 2 good many Volunteer Companies
which are called Arvtillery, but, if it were not
for thename and dress, they might as well be
cilled by any other name, ‘There is some-
thing very absurd in & cor~3 bearing the
name of Artillery and being supplied with
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As thisis |
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THE DEFENCE OF CANADA.

Amongst **the Curiositics of Liferature'
may justly bo classod u pamphlet dated at
Port, 1ope, 28th October, 1867, entitled A
Lelter on the Defence of Cunuda,” to tho IHon.,
Sir John A. Macdonald, K.C.B., by D. Beth-
une, Esq.

Before reviewing the subject matter of this
epistle, it may be as well at once to premise,
that the writer thereof is neither & soldier
in the prolessional sense of the term, nor
has he received a military education—con.
scyquently our readers will not be surprised
at the oxtraordinary system of defence advo-
cated, nor at tho coolness with which tho
expressed professional opinions of the late
Commander-in-Chicf are made to give place
to the author's assurance. Starting with
the usual introductory preface, the pamph.
let ctates that “much has been said of late
“respecting the proper mode of defending
“#Canada, A Jistingaished officer~=Sir John
¢ Michel— racently in command of Her Ma.
¢ Jesty'. forces in this dominicn, has recom-
*mended that Montreal, Kingston and Pres-
tcott should be immediately fortificd—
ywhilst the Grand Route to the sea by the
¢ Ottaricq and French Rivers shovld, us soon
‘tag possible, bo wndertaken, giving a back
**bone of military strength.”” Ile then goes
on to state that Tne VorLuntser Review
“strongly advocates the openingupof a line
“of Water Communication from Ottawa to
#‘Lake Huron for the transport of troops.”’
After comforting the poople of Canada,

through tho Premior, with tho iden that the
Canal will bo built in “course of time"'—as-
suming tho prophetioto foretell it—tho man.
tle of Mr. Galt appears to havo desconded
on his shoulders, and he gravely informs Siv
Johm that “at present the weans of the
‘‘Dominion will not warrant nny such ab-.
“surd oxpenditure of money as that vast
“work wiil roquire,” and cooly t I3 him
that *ns o military work of fmportance to
‘tho dofonco of the country, I Nas fo express
“my entire dissent from tho view tnken of it
“by Sir John Micha!l.”

‘Tho stratogotical rensons for this cool
pieco of eifrontory ara curious—and they are
that—‘* Canada must bo dofonded “on ity
K frontier' —(an idon nbout us original as that
of the renownod inventor of Jaok Xnives)
‘“and that the intorior lino of dofence ro-
‘commended by Sir John Michel ana its
“other advocates cannot be of any uso if our
“frontior bo ponotrated and hold by tho
“enemy botweor Montrenl, Kingston, or
*oven abovo Kingston. 1t is also contond.
cd that tho holding of any of thaso points
would bo useless if tho enciny took posses-
sion of tho intervening country—aud that if
Lake St. Touis or St. Francis wero carried
in forca o. “what uso would tho Ottawa
Canal bo. " The plan propounded by Tux
Vorustarr Revisw is scoutad, as “30 utterly
“absurd that I am astonished at its recom-
‘“mondation.”” It is geavely proposed to
marchiroops by the interiot fen or twenty miles
Jrom th frontier; or carry them ‘¢ by carriges
“in Sumnier or sleighs in Winter, as much
“oasior than by the Ottawa route, in caso
““the communications wore obstructed.”

Extracts such a3 these aro guito sufficier.t
to stamp the character of the writer with a
total ignoraace of the commoh rudiments of
Military Science, or any knowledgo whatever
of the subject on which ho addresses the
Premier of Canada, Indeed it is hardly
worth while controverting such absurd the.
ories, if it wero not for one fact which ap.
pears prominently amongst the mass of chatf]
and that is the hostility displayed towards
the advocacy of the Ottawa and Lake Huron
ravigation,

This gentleman who snubs Sir John 3ichel
and who would defend Canada on tho Fron-
tior, has a plan as well as others for that
purpose, and it is the construction of the
Caughnawaga Canal, which “would not be
“less than eighty feet wideat the surfaco of
“ the water, nor less than cleven feot deep.”
On the East side of this Canat ¢ Earthen.
works™ ave to be erected—*‘say every threo
“miles—surrounded by wide ditches having
“cight or ten feet water in them—in which
% earthworks an Dvonclud Block JHouse should
e erected, say 40 feel by 30, with casemates
“at the four corners of the Eurthworks (also
“ Ironelad) for Infantry, armed with short re.
“peating Rifles to destroy uny enemy thatmight
' gain an entrance inside the Earthworks, and

“by having at least liwo turrets—one at each
“corner of the work next the canal arimed wnth
.

“powerful Armstrong guns. * .
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