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A Warning voico from the Spanish
Armada.
—

DY MAJOR GRNERAL T. B. COLLINSON, R.E.
CContinned from page 351)
Fulse Fconomy of the Govgrnwent,

Two refuarkablo instances of tho Quoen'’s
anwillingtess {o incuf expetse ‘o war, and
to bring matters botween: hern.d Philip to
such an issue, ocourred in 1585 and 1587.

In 1585, tho nowly united-Proyintes of tho,

Nethorlands sont to offur the sovaroiguty of|

their country to Elizibéth, ‘Notwithstanding
her: decided: predilection-for the roformod-
Jaith, and her fear of tho.power of Spain ;
and} nothwithstanding the warning of some
of ber counsellors that, if she did not fight
Philip in tho Nethorlands she would haveto
fight him in England, she not only refusod
tho sovereignty, but snubbed the deputa-
tion, and.only.agreed-to lhelp them with-
ttoois on condition-of her favourito:Leices-
ter being mado Governpr of the Nother
lands and of her rgceiving soma togng as,
securities, Sbe sont over some 10,000 men,,
of all sorfs, but us. she' s0on, ceased to pay
them, they becamo o ‘traublo insigad.of ag~
sistdnce .lo her Dulch allies. Her ropug
hanco to join hel;uﬁly wit%,',l&e Uuitgd Prop,
viuces was, porhaps, par(ly dug.to ber ten-,
dericy'for dlglbmgcj: in;'gb{:b. hgvever, she-
waé no‘mdtch for “tho ubsérupuloas Philip, |
ang his still tore uncrupiilopg vicoroy, Par-
ma. Bt the-ndainspring of hier aclion séems.
itoihavo been-fear of :spending money. Se-,
cretiry Walsinghany says, in 1586, ¢ pather
- thath spend £100, 816 ¢an be content.to baq
deceived of £5,0005" ‘*Her Majesty.and
hen Council.do.groatly stagger-at thé exces-
sive charge;” * She scorneth tho peril (of
givingup tho:causo of the Netherlapds) ;
the hope of .peace with Bpain -has pupyhor
into a most.dangerous seourity,’’ Onewcan*
not but think that, if sho jiad carried.on a
bold war in the.Netherlands, the Armada-
would haye been forced on-before its fimey,
and Englayud would have. gome,out of the-
struggle holding a muck higher. place iu the
world: ) .o
But though the English land forces ware
thus losing precious time for ivant ofiresolu--
tion in the Gpyernment, the English navy,
with -eqitil spirjt and more confidence in
theio-elyes, xas.not tied down by,iHesame
loading strings. Sca c:';pedil ons. pot being
then tonsidered lq})o_ petual war, and every:
merchant ship beidg prépared to fight, ic
Yiad long been the custor of the adyentur:
ous sea captaids th b ouk expeditioas, es:
pecially agalnst Spaii, partly private and
portly supported by the policy of the Goy*
erpment. 1t-was not,therefore,dificalt for Sir
Francis Drako o get ap'sudh a combined ox.
pedition to discover what the Spaniards werg,
really doingin tho.matter-of-ithe Armada,,
. For; by the3pring of 1587 snys Stdwve, * thé
commonalty began to entertaini& atronger
opinion. touching the Spanigrds’isettled re’
solution for the inyasion of Eoglanilthan
cithier Queen or couneil,” .. And Drakd was
thé popular hero .of -the cause, just ag Nel-,
son. was afterwards,against Napoleon. And
good service hodid. With 4 Qugen's ships
‘and 24 merchanters, he eptesed Gadiz has
boiir, dilenced thé forts,. béat back 12 great

"+ Bolloys, and %ést.‘r'ye’ti".loioop tona of ship:
‘ping‘*,"x{nd fepdtdd’ the' i:bffox‘-dﬁ%ce iix%gé;

Tagus, under the oyes of the Marquis of,
Santa Urode. By whidhi Hié ot only delayed:
tho Armalla {61’ inother ydar, but produced
tho Inbra Tmporlant effectin war of shaking
tho myraleof b onorby, add ¢ ‘sught the

groat galloys,” but, though Lord Burghloy
himself givos this testimony to Drake's ox'
ploits;-ha.is obliged toadd, **ITer Majeaty is
greatly olondod with him,” 'Tho attacking
Spain‘itsol{ was carrying tho littlo game at
gea rathor too far for her cautious policy ;
shro sent aud expross aftor him to forbid it,
but fortunatoly for all parlies, there wercno
oleotrio tolegrapha botweon London and DPly:
mouth'in thosé days, and sho was onabled
to ‘mako polities] enpital out of hor attompt,
find at tho samo time reap tho Lenefit of
Drako's misdemonnours.

t Detail in Counties.

The preparations on land for defence wero
oxtromely well elaborated on paper. Thero
were to bo three dietinct armies, and a ro-
servo; forming. bno may say, threo lines of
defence. The first line, that ¢*lo oncounter
tho enomy on his deacent,” was to consist
of 34,262, sproad along the south and cast
cost, and to bo furnished by the countics
‘bordoring on that const. ‘Ihe second lino
‘wess Lo consist of 22,872 stationed at Tilbury,

because it was oxpeoted that the descont

would bo made in Kent or Essex, and was
{o be furnished from the midiand and south-
orn. counties. Tho third lino was to consist
of 28,000, and bo stationed near London,
and considered as the Queen’s guard, and
wils to be furnished by selected troops from
all the counties. The roserve, 46,145, was
10 remain in the counties, to ba used as ro-
quived  ‘Theso make o totol of 132,179;
but, in addition to them, thors wero the
quotas to bo raised.in Wales, amouuting to
9,371, which are not included in any of tho.
above y also, those in Yorkshire and Dur-
linm, which formed &' soparate comwand of
atout<14,000 and thon there are nine north

orn counties not mentioned at all, so that
thoototal forco calculated (on paper) to be
raigetl in atl Eogland and Wales must have
bedn nearly 170,000,

‘The great principal at tho botlom of all
these procecdings was, that ever man in the
-countrv, if ho was able, was bound to assist
in the.defenceot it. The returns from the
vounties: give tho number of *able men'™
above 16 years dld, and also the number
s furnished” or “armed ;' but thesé returns

.

1 woro soleated to be fortified teryy,

Lioutennnts of countios, but thy,
tioned geonerally tho different | o9
woro to bo cousidered, loaviog
county authorities to apply theny I
cality, BMr. Bruco gives, as an o 28
arrangomonts mado in tho ses ey
of Norfolk~not one of thoso mxj
ed—and whioh appoar to havd Wil
Sir Fhomns Leighton, Eight i)
conat, coneiderod to b thoseofy
or ¢ by reason of the good roy
mterior and tho dopth of tlio R

t0.be the guardposts of the forw gt
these, Waburne and Yarmouth, nJls
od ag tho contres of defonce N
forco of the county, nbout 303
250 horse (which'is about thay
oach county's quota for the fim
fence) woro divided 1nto twod;
to onch of these (wo
cach of theso into three or foz N
ions; so that, in each subdivisioy (AN
about 300 foot Chalf of whom weny

and half ¢ untrained'’) and 4)¢
of whome about one fourth en
(or rogular cavalry) and (b JE
“1ight horeé,’! which prohablj
yenmanry of the time. With'u
fsion thero woro some 0 fin
spades, picks. shovels, axes, VIig
s brown bills,” and a few arlifJREE
tors, smitlis, and wheelwrizht)
crriages. ’
Tho sabdivisions were told offy

cnptain's) to talke duly by Lbew
‘ot orther of the abova two s
venient to theirlocality), to kel
go on with the dgfences. Ong
boacon fire), each full division R,
toits centre. 'I'ho remainder (g
bodied populatipn were 1o awg
tain appointed placesin tao e
dreds, and wait farther ordes{e
Deputy, Lioutenants. ?

Ifa division was driven bt
coast, the whole forca \vas fore
wich, which was to bo victuls
intention, and Mount Surry riES
trenched and dofended,as welln g
‘and certain named bridges, oz
tween Norfolk and tho coul, il

are evidently not trustworthy, for, on the
whole, the pumber of ablo men raturned is
not above doublo. that tuken for servico.
Now, Sir W. Raloigh ocstimated the number
of-men capnble of bearing arms in England,

proble number when we consider that, in
1841, the male population of England, be
tweon.tho ages ot 16 and 43, was-one fifthof
.the whote population.

This 170,000 ywould have been a respect-
able force iu proportion tothe population of
about four miilions, if it had actually exiat -
ed. pnd hud been trained and armed: it
would have been one ticenly fifth of the whole
population. Thé preseat mihtary forces of
Great Britain, including Volunteers, aro
about one sizly fifth of tio populution. The
war army of North Germsny, ncluding
Landwebr, is nbout one thirty fourth of the
-population, but, includiug the Landsturm
authorised in 1874, it is about one fifleenth
of the population. But tho numbers ac-
tuslly embodied fell very far short of these,
and-tho training nnd arming were still more
lamentably. deficient; nod:the fuult thavit
svas 8o lay.moro with'the Government-than

with.tho peoplo.
Norfolk,

fe &+

It is whon we turn to the details of ar-
raggemonts in each counly that wosao the
genius of tho people rosllysppoarlag, As

mariners of England _lltd_vg to L \adio hpdey
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ont]y s 1586, instructions were given to thy

at tbpt time, to-bo 1,172,000, & rauch moro |

prepared for defence, and fx @R
On retreat fronmi tho coast, noes
to Lo left, nll dorn that could cf
away was (0 be desttoyed, apd ol
into marshland, fud: the bripng
route deairoyed.  ‘The chiefes
to appoint the walchers of ba
" walchmen at overy bridge,ss!
in continyal'readiness, atsll o2
on- the coas(, to carry iufort
| fuot post-in everysparish, and 1 38
in every market town. Ifthsed
"not bie impeded from marchin SN
the county force w1s to follor i
10 hinder ns much as possidlels
and foraging over the counlrs
Hrms.

The clotinng was suppliad
and cost-about fifteen sinllingst
arms were either purchased or* 8
cd" from private individusls, &
fortunate period,.in this res
land’s . position ; the old En
-wag giving way bofore tho mus I
latter not, only requirod -more Ve
ing,.but wére more diflicult 9
pengive to obtain.: X

‘Tho advantago of.a weipon
Low to the English people wahi i
bo-used to. full advantage onlige
bold race, It was, moreover, g
tainablo:in the-country itsel’; *HEE
bouring mdh could :prosids b
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