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Beforo proceeding, howover, to that part
of the campaign, I must nut omit tu men-
tion that it s one of the charges against
Marshal Bezaine that ho allowed I'rossard to
be crushed at Spicheren, when, Ly moving
up his troops, he mught havo converted his
defeat into victory. [t does not come with
in the scopo of this letter to examine
whether that charge Ue true or not; but
from what precedes, it is easy to understand
tbat neither Marshail Bazaine nor any of the
other commnders would care to inter
ferounless their md  was invited. Now.
General 1'rossard had several times tele
sraphed to Bazaine that he was “all right”
He seemed not to be aware of the serious
charater of th.o attack Jirected againts bim
for it was not until three p.m., that he tele-~
araphed to DBazaine for “one regiment,”
assuring ham that that regt. would be ample.
and that he would be able to send 1t back
very soon. It has been said that while the
Prussians were attacking, General rossard
was luaching with tbe Mayor of Forbach.
without any idea of his corps being in dan-
ger; but the evidence beforo the court
martial will doubtless clear up that and
othe, equsnlly interesting points,

It wason the 12th, as [ have said before.
that the Emperorappointed Marshal Bizaine
commander in chief ; but it was not until
the 13th that he took possession of s post.
'The army was then dissatisfied, demorahzed
and discontented. The troops were harass-
ed by long and purposecless marches and
countermarches ; tho Prussians had effect-
ually placed themselves betwe n Metz and
Nancy, and commanded tho course of the
Moselle. lad tho rotreat been effrcted imy-
mediately after Spicheran, the mihway
might have been made useful. Dut now
there were but two directions left open—
that of Montmedy and that of Verdun. Or
ders were immeduately given for the army to
cross from the right tothe left banl of the
Moselle, but thie Prussians attacked the
French on the 14th, and effectually delayed
the movement. This battle (which the
French call soroy, and the Germans Colom
boy, 1s claimed by the French as a suceess.
The fact is, that it gave the bulk of the
Prussian army time to crass the Moselle
before tho French, and precede them on tho
Verdun road. In his official report on the
battlo Marshal Bazaine bints that the troops
did not keep to their order «f march;, which
would bave brought them uander cover of
tho guns of Quenten, St. Julien and Bello-
croix, and thus more cffectuaily checked the
German attack. As it wis, the troops
which had =already crosssed on 1o the left
bank of the Moselle had to retrace their
steps,and thus tho whole of the day, which
would have been spant in a mapid march to
Verdun, was spent in repelling the attacks
of the army of General Steinmetz, Marshal,
Bazaune though claiming Borny as a French
victory, had npevertheless the candour to!
admit that :—

« 11 n'en falisit pas moins reconnoitre que
malgro notro succes lo but de Vennemi
avat eto cn partic atteint—il avait retarde
Pexcotien de notre mouvement et permis a
Yarmee du DPrince Froderic Charles de’
franchir 1a Mosselle sans resistance, et de
nous prevenir sur 1z ronte do Verdun.” }

This notion of a Hsuncess™ 15 certamly,
pezuli-r.  The Prussians succeeded in their
object, and prevented the French i carry-
ing theirs ; but yet Marshal Baziino willl
havo it that it wasa French victory. Thise
is carrying the wirtue of not kno=ing when,
onais beaten very far indeed. In spite of
this delay tho troops continued their move-
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‘gx:ound between Gravelatto and dietz by the

cvening of the 15th. The Ewmporor spent
the mght there, and had an interview with
the murshal in the morning. The next time
they met was at Cassel, in Germany, both
being prisoners of war, It is said that Nar-
shal Bizaine did not conceal his satisfaction
at the Emperor’s departure, leaving him at
last his own master ; nnd, according to one
who professes to have hoen an eyo witness
he cexpressed that satisfuction, **dans les
termes les moins cquivogues,”” Beforo the
diy was over he must have regretted that
the undivided responsibility fell exclusively
on Lis shoulders. [I'he principal charge
against the marshal is precisely his conduct
on the 16th of August, the day of the Battle
of Rezonville (or Gravelotte), and therefore
it is necessary to go into the subjeci some-
wh.t fully., And, first, it is necessary to ro
mind the reader that thero are three roads
by which Verdun may be reached from
Metz. ‘Lo the north west there is a road
which passes through Briey and leads to
Etain ; thero isanother road wbich leads to
Etain through Conflans: and a third road
which leads direct to Verdun by Mara-la-
Tour and Fresnes ; the two last roads jon
into one at Gravelotte, and so on to Metz.
while the tvo first join at Etain, and s0 on
to Verdun. It is one of the charges against
Marshal Bizaine that he did not make use
of the Briey road but availed himself solely
of the roads tia Conflans and Mars.la Tour ;
and, secondly, that instead of pushing on
and atacking the Prussians before they were
fully concentrated, he ordered hus troops to
wait for the third and fourth corps,that bad
not yet come up, and thus gave the enemy
the great advantage of assuming the of
fensive, which they did with tho greatest
vigour. It is also mnde an accusation
agalpst Marshal Bazaine that be constantly
mistook tho obiective of tho Prussians; he
fancied that their great object was to cut
him off from Metz, when, as it now clearly
appears (it 18 very casy to bo wise after the
fact) thay their real object was to prevent
his gaining possession of the Verdun road.
Durning thus battle of Gravelotte the marshal
behaved with conspicuous gallantry and ad-
mirablo coolness. e himself claims Rezon-
ville as a French victory, on the ground
that the Freach retained their positions ; and
he 1s charged with great error of judgment
1n not avaiing himself of bis success to ro-
new tho attack and force his way through.
It is alsoone of thecharges against him that,
finding the road via Mars la Tour held in
forco by the cnemy after the battle, hodid
not makoa flink march and push on to
Montmedy, or avail himself of the road cia
Bries. The marshal's answer to this is that
he had morethan 16,000 men Rors de combdot;
tha: provisions and ammuaition ran short;
that the troops imperatively required a dasg’s
rest ; and that a flank march would have ex-
posed Inm to n disastrous onslaught at the
cnemy 8 hards. On this point very full

cvidence will be given before the court-!

martial,

After the battle of Rezonville (or Grave
lotte) tho troops were moved back towards
Metz, and positions wero assigned them
covering the western front of the aity from
St. Privat on tho north, Rozeripulles on the
south. In these jositions the Frozch wero
attacked on tho 18th, and the loss of the
position of Amanvillier, St. Privat, and Ste.

Mario-aux-Chenes, cffecturlly  deprived '
them of the Briey road. 3 vo chargois
brought =against Marshal Bazaine, thit

throughout that hard day's fighting he re-
mained on the plateau f Plappevillo, and

of battle. Tho cvidence on this point is
very conllicting, and o doubt will take up
1 great deal of time. It would be unfair
to prejudge the n-ture of that evidence. ‘o
% non-professional mind it appears that
neither Rezonville nor St. Privat can bo con
sidered anything buc great Prussian vic-
tories, and they fully account for the subse-
quent inabiltty of Marsbal Bizaine to
warch on Montinedy, so as to effect n junc-
tion with Macmalion's army advancing from
Chalons, But this branch of the subject,
together with the subsequent sttempt at
breaking through, and the capitulation, ro
quires to be deult with w another letter

——————
CORRESPONDENCE
Loe $20tor dres not hold b mself respontible for
tainidaal cxpressions of opinion an communi-
cutions xd lretted Lo the VOLUNTEERREVIRW.
Rioraw Cotracs, Ottira,
Qct. 21, 1873,

Sie,—In the report which you hive been
good enough to make of s speech delivered
on the occasion of the preseaty ion of the
prizes to the Battalion of His Excellency’s
Foot Guards, there 15 a mistake which I
think requires correction,asothenvise it may
lead to musconception. It is stated that in
the Itakan war the Ausirians were beaten
by the Fronch using a breech-loading riflo
—~the Chissepot  Now, tho French infantry
wero armed w.th inuzzle lwading rifles at
Solferino, the Chaissepot not having been
issued to them generally until after the Eng-
lish army had received the Saider.  In tho
Danish war the great a Ivantage of breech-
toaders became apparant when thePrussiaus
used them against a foreign enemy. Thoy
had been previously employed in the revolu-
uonary contests of Germany. The inferiority
of the ncedle gunis, I need scarcely say,
relative, viz., in comparison with other
breech-londers.  As n military weapon,
1t was proved at Sadowa to be far superior
to the Austrian muzzie loaling rifle.

Trusting that you will kindly give pubdi-
city to these corrections,

1 am,Sir,
Your obodient servant,
I C. Frercaer, Lt.-Col.,
Scots Fusilier Guards.

Tho Russian Government hss received ine
formation of a series of battles between the .
Russian troops under Prince Leuchtenberg
and the Turcomans. Tho Russian forco
was sent to coilect tho war coatribution of
300,000 rouples imposed in the Jurmerden, '
and conmsted of eightcompanies of infantry,
eight hundred cavalry, and several batteries.

. On tho 22ad of July the first serious cncoun:
1 ter took place, and on the 25th July the
{ Turcomans, having attacked tho Rassians,
wero repulsed with greatloss. Two days
{ afterward a sauguinary conflict took place.
{ Tho Turcomsns mede a night attack, and s
1 hand-to-hand combat took placo, in whick

maent across the jriver, and occupied the| did not even proceed in person to the ficld they lost S00 men.



