Avian 1, 1872

Moxteaun afliirs nre not easily under-tond
but according to Intest necounts the rebels
wero befng beaten by that pet of tho Yan-
keo~Juarez]

———————— e

CORRESPONDLNCE.
{The Iditor does not hold lidmsddf vesponsible for
{adtvidual cxpressions of opinton in communi.
catlons aidreseed o the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.)

——

Tv the Editor of the Voruxtren Ruvinw,

Si,—Your correspomdent R in your
issuo of 25th inst., has forcstalled a com.
munication which I ad written for you on
tho same subject, and I am sure ho deserved
tho hearty thanks not only of captains of
companles, but of every one who hus tho
intorosts of the Volunteor (and only) Forco
of the Dominion at hemrt,

Itis a woll-known fact thit tho history of
the Volunteer Force of Cunady,y for many
yenrs back, has been littlo else lul a sevies
of nlmost suporhuman exertions ou ti.e purt
of captains of companies to maintain their
ol ganization, in the face of manifold mpedi.
ments ; old members of the Forco havo nob
altogether forgottan tho low estimntion in
which they were held by the general public
ptior to the “ Trent Outrages™ how (hey
wero sneered at and jeered an the public
pross, ns feather bedsoldicrs. fund of parading
to show their fine clothes, &+, und that so.
cially they were regamed as roughs und
rowdies, and the fet of a geutleman belng
known to be conneeled with them was often
suficient to debar him the pleasures of
# good socioty,’ and invariably the causo of
cool looks and sncers.

The prospect of trouble, howaver, and tho
knowledge that tha ‘*Feathered Soldiers”
wero the only ‘aen whoze services would
havo been at on e availavlo in defending
the lives and propertics of their former
ravilars, mado them for a timo the popular
idols and induced *““monoy bags” in a
transpost of patriotic (2) fervor to pat him
on the back and cry, **well done! you'roa
splendid follow { and deserve the thanks of
tho wholo community!" &c., &c. The un-
sottled stato of affnirs durinz the continu
ance of tho Secession War, and tho very un-
certain feeling as to whether we might not
be drawn into it, kept * money-bags"” alive
to a sense of probable danger, and caused
kim to folerate tho movemont, and even
permit his employees lo remain attached to
it (with few exceptions) dutthey must naver
neglect Zis business or evor ask so much as
Yalf an-hour of the time Ac pued for to bo
expended in drill or targot practice, After
the close of the war the Fenian designs kept
alive the samo feeling of anxietly and possi-
Ll danger, which culminated in the raid of
‘66, the popular fecling then excited on
Lehalf of the Force fostered by judicious
legislation was not of so evanescent a nature
as on the former occasion (no will not be so
il natured as Lo say this was caused by the
danger having a more tang'ble shapa
than at the present), and «b the pro-
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seut moment it may faicly bo xaid that tho
Vi luntecr Foree has beeomo popular, and
18 reguded by o targe mnjorivy of all classes
of tho populaticn as n credit to tho Domin.
jon ; this hnppy stato of afluirs bns, however,
natbeen brought aboul by any hberal treat
uient either by tho wealth of the, country
or by tho peoples’ representatives in Par-
linment. quito tho contrary ; but in spite of
the want of both, it §s alone owing to the
inborn manly and soldierly spiit of the
young men of tho farming, mercamtile, and
mechanical population of the country, and
as Licut, Col. Niggiuson and T eo plainly
pul it at a very cansiderable sneriticu of timo
and money on their part, nad alwo to & do-
partmental munagnment nud policy, which cer.
tainly malkes tho utmost of tho niggadly
allowances of Parliament,

Lhe time hag now como for the inaugaera.
tion of n moro liberal poliey towards what
wo are 8o fond Intterly of ealling the * Canu.
dian Army ™' of its hitherto ¢flicient state is
to bo muintmnctd; and on the principle that
every able bodied mau owes militnyy servico
{o the state; every such ntan shiould be com
pelled 1o perform such duty or to pay in
cash for tho privilego of exemption from
year to year, & capitation thx ol sy §6 per
annum, {o be levied on all who aronot bona
JSide members of the Foree or wlho have not
already completed such o term of servico
{herein as the law sequites, would at once
place the Government in sucha pesition
that they could afford to treat the Foreo on
a most liberal scale, and cnzure the com.
pleto defence of the countiy sgainst all con-
tingences.

To insure somn such } gi-lion duwnng
tho approaching session of L.asunent it
becomes tho ofhicers of the Fuico to take
council together and bring 1o Loar such m
fluenco as they can on their Representatives
(mmany of them oflicers) us 1nay cause them
to deal with the Forco in that spiiit of hibet-
ality which they so well desetve,

Tho interest which 1 feel in the ciuze
must bo theapelagy for <o encroiching on
your valuablo space 1o such an extent by
ono who i3

TwaLve Years A VOLUNTEE,
FRUM MONTREAL.

{BY OUR OWX CORRESIONDENT.]

The long peunding suits against the City
Corporation, brought hy Colonels McIay,
M. G. A.; Bothune, V. V R, and Muir, Ca-
valey, for the pay of thejr corps before Mr.
Justice Torvnnce, last week for argumont of
the demurrer mude by the plaiatiffs to the
plen which assests that thero was nofriot, nor
even reasonable apprehension of ons to yus-
tify the magistrates in requiring the troops
to aid the civil poser. 1t was eantended by
Me. Pominville, Q. C., and Mr. R. A. Ramsay,
for plaintiffy, that this was no answer to the
uewmand, seeing that, as they inlerpret the
Statute 31 Viet,, chap. 40, s. 27, the calling
out of tho 1 ilitiy on receipt of a requisition
signol by any two magistrates, was a dutly

mndo imperative on tha Adjutant General,
whowax not vested with any discrotion in
o matter; and thatin turn the plaintiffs
and their mnen could not question tho necos:
sity of tho occasion without an ontire sub-
version of all military Iaw and discipline,
and in addition, (sco, 82) inourring a fino of
$£20 per man in caso of disobedience, Tho
Corporation Counsel, Messrs. Roy and Dov
lin, on the other hand, maintained the va-
lidity of their ples, by interpreling the Sta-
tute that tho requisition of tho mngisirates
was legal only when tho clvil power wns in
suflicient to keep tho peace and required
armedaid, and that not being tho case, 0s
their plea assorts, when tho requisition was
mado it was illcgal, should nol hnve been
complicd w.th, und cannot fix rosponsibility
on the Corporation for the expendituro in-
curred. The matter was reserved for delibo-
ration by tho Court; and the decision is not
expected beforo the middle of next weok.

I'he members of the non-commissioned
oflicers mess of tho Montreal Garrison Artil.
tery helil n epecial meoting Inst woek to
mako arrangements for lolding their first
quartetly dinner. ‘Thero was o fairatiend.
ance. Lt.-Col. Mckay wlio was at the meet.
ing denoted §50 to tho mess, ab tho samoe
tima expressing hiz wiash that tho non-com-
missioned officers woulid do all they could
to keep the mon togother,

It i3 proposed to raisc eight troops of
Cuvalyy for No. 5 Disivict. Major Muir of
No. 1 Troop Montreal Cavalry will no doubt
get tho Colonelcy.

Arrangemonts aro being mado for the ve-
moval of the Militin oflicers and stores to
the old Quebee gate Barracks. The D. A.
General’s and Brigade Major's oftices will bo
located in  the building formerly occupied
Ly the Roynl Engineers, and tho Militia
storo oftice will be in the old Barracl storo
oftice. A suitablo place will be provid. 1 for
the voluuteer nvmory eitherin the barencks
or the old commissariat store. The Cadets
wow drill in the old Quebec gate Barracks,
over thirly young men are at present under
instruction, and several moro nre expected
to joia at an carly dato.

‘I'he mother of tho unfortunato man Cham-
pagne, who was accidently shot at the butls
at Laprairie camp last summer has received
from tho “overnment, through Col. Har-
woad, tho sum of $260.

The vacancy caused by the death of Major
Edward Smith, Superintendent of Military
Schools, it is believed will not boe filled.

Tho Adjulant General is in town to day
(Thursday.)

I notice by the papers that the Queen's
Auctioneer of this city hes relired from busi-

ness, ifany change is made in tho appoint-
ment it is tho expressed opinion and wish of
leading merchants hicro that the post should
bo given t1 Mr, Alfred Booker, one of our
first anctioneers and only son of tho late
Colonel Booker, whose long service and
untiving interest fi. tiia welfare of tho Volun.
co r Militia is too well known to require any
trecapitulation from my pen.



