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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON IX.

March 3 Y . . 1 Paabins, b
o Y THE PRAYER OF TUR PENITY - PRI
GoLuEN TExT.—* Wash me throu from mine

nly

iniquity, and cleanse me from my Psalm li. 2.

o
HOMK STUDIES,

M. Psalx vi. 1-10...... Marcy sought,

T. Psalm xxxviii. 1-22..Supplication in distress.
W. Psalin §i. 1.13......Theprayer of ihe penitent.
Th. P’salm cxxx. 1-8. ...** Out ofthe dapths.”

F. Luke xv. 11-24.....The return of the penitent.
8.  Lukexviil. 10-14. ... The pardon af the penitent.
S,  Psalm cxvi, t-19.... The gratitude of the penitent.

HELPS 10 STUDY,

This Psalm, written by David, after he had fallen into ter-
rible sin, when the faithful words of the prophet Nathan had
aroused his conscience {1 Sam. xi. xii.}, is the expression of
a deep and unfeigned repentance. ‘The home thrust * Thon
art the man,”” piesced him to his heart ; and the psatm is but
the fuller record of the confession, *“ I have sinned.” ¢ So
profound a conviction of sin, so decp and wnfeigned a peni.
tence ; o true & confession, a heart so tender, so contiite, a
desire 30 fetvent for renewal, a trust so humble, so filial, in
the forgiving love of God, are what we find nowhere che in
the 01’5 Testament, but what we might merely expect from
the man alter God’s own heart.”

Qbserve §. THE PLEA~-vers, 1, 2. ‘This underlies the
whole outpouring of the penitent heart.  There is hopv.
Without it there can be no godly sorrow, only temorse or
despair. This hope has its ground and source not in self, :n
self.confidence, or self-excusing, but in the Divine Mescy.
Ps. xxv. 6, 7, which the psalmist exhausts words to describe.
1t is not only kindness, but Joving-kindness, and tender-
mercies, not one, but many, a multitude. So full, so
rich, so free, 30 manifold is that on which alone rests the
sinner's hope. It is God's glory. Ex. xxxiii, :8, 19; His
dclight, Micah vil. 18. In thic plea there is briefly set forth
what is aterwards exemplified, confession and power; and
as the same words recur, it will be best to consider them as
they are expanded.

I1. ConvassioN—vers. 3-6. It is from the very heart.
1know, not merely **acknowliedge.” e refer to that
which is before confession and which leads to it  He
has discerned the true nature of sin and of his cwi ex-
ceeding sinfulness. He describes it by three words. Trans-
gression scts forth the evil as a depacture from God, defec-
tion from His will, renunciation of His allegiance, distrust
of His love.

8in describes the evil as *‘a coming short of the mark,”
of the ideal of manhood. Sin is unnatural, contrary to our
nature. The sinless Jesus is the perfect man. lniguity

scts forth the guilt we have incurred, the punishment we de-
serve, the condemnation under which we lie.  Such is the
dreadful nature of the spectre which haunts the sinner. 1t

is, he says, ever before me 3 he feels not merely the terror of
God's wrath, but the sorrow of having done despiteto God'’s
love and goodness,  For he adds, *‘ against ‘?heo, Thee
only, bave I sinned.”  This thought swallows up every-
thing else, even the wrong done to his acighbour. And even
lhe“ﬁlttcr is in reality against God, in whose image hec was
mwade, and in whose lile he lives. * When ye sin against the
brethren, ye sin against Christ.” 1 Cor. viit. 12 ; Matt, xav.
40-
hat thou mightest be justified, docs not mean that
thesin was done in order to set forth God's righteousness;
but that the confession was made 80 that God mght be
proved right and true in what e had said concerning the
uilt of the sinner; and is clearly indicated when FHe entered
into jndgment withand punished the transgressor, In Hoses
viit. 4, we Snd “‘that” used in a similarsense,

Sin in man is not a series of isolated acts.  {t consists ina
corzupt and siaful natuce, of which the transgressions ate
the outgoings. David acknowledges this sinfulness of his
whole being from ils very beginning, not in estenuation but
in agpravation of his offences. It issinin its roos, the in.
bom sinfulness which corrupt children inherit from corrupt
parents—John iii. 65 Eph. ii. 3; Job. xiv. 4. IHence the
c which the sinner needs and which God requites is a
mast thorough and ‘radical one; not merely reformation, but
regeneration. . Thau desirest truth, reality, heart-fidelity,
in the inward parts; and in the hidden part, the inmost
recesses of theconscience and understanding. Thou wiit make
me knew wisdow, will give enlightenment. The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and Christ Himself is
wisdom,

David shows thet he has been mmade wise unto salvation,
He knows himself, his sin and neced. He knows God, His
teuth which judges; the sin, His which brings salva.
tion, Have we attained to this knowledge and has it led us
to confess our sius and cast ourselves upon the Divine
mercy 2 )

HL “Tux PRAYER—Vers. 7-13.

It consists of two parls

8. Prayer, for foergitemess—vwess. 7-9. Notice finst the
Lerms in which he describes the forgiveness he seeks  Blot
out (vedt, 1, 9), which means to unmake that which is done,
asif it had not deeg done; to erase as from a book (Ex
xnii:xp 3" Num. v. 23; Ps. Ixix, 38), sin bej ded as a
debie 1o wipe awdy and so entirely snd  completely remove,

N

asa man wipfh adish {2 K. xxis 13) as a cloud is Mottad ) was absent, these arc to be entered for 14 Subbath on iokik

out, swept away by the wind -lsai. alive 22,
word is used in both places.
Wash me (Vers, 2, 7).

~in resembles fGilth, and so the, Catechiom ™

The ~awme | they were repental.

coulmn under ¢ Shorter
ate to be asked while teaching the lesson, and

4. The questions in the first

remission of it s compared o washing - I<ai. i, 165 Jer, ai. in such a connection that they will throw light upon it,

C220 v, 143 Mat. dill 2, 3.

Cleanse (ver. 2). .5 a word used ly(
s nounces clean ** the leper who has heen purified,
[ iligh Priestdeclaces to the penitent, **Thy 8ins are fargiven
thee ™ Mattoan, 20 Luke v 48,

his petition a  declanation purge
sop (Note 1) Luther translates,
hyssop,™ set me free  from s gt

** Unsin

defiled by contact with the dead—lev. aiv. 4, 6, 493 Num,
xiv. 6, 18; 1 Kangs iv, 33.
of which the xpnnthng with hyssop was but an emblem ang
symbol  Heb, ix. l;).

Hide Thy face frorn my sins.  God can only look
upon sin m wiath and with disgleasure. But God can
and does Jook upon the sinners with love and in compas.
sion,

Notice, scmndl{. the results of the forgiveness,  Perfect
cleanaing [ shall be whiterthan snow—lsai. i. 18, God's
forgiveness is full and complete.  The blood of Christ
cleanseth from @/l sin—1 Johni. 7. Joy and gladness
will 53 qang up n las heart when God makes ham hear the
message of lLs mercy, the assurance of forgiveness. Joy
is a fruit of the Spinil, a never-fathng grace—Eph. 1. 103
Gal. vi. 15.

2. Praver for rencoal—vers, 10-12,  He desires not only
pardon, but” entire renewal of heart, sanctilication, to be
wade holy,

Create, the Chnstian is a new creature in Christ Jesus—
Eph. . 105 v, 245 Jer axive 75 Ezek. xi. 195 xxxvi. 26
This new nature is described as a clean heart ; if you would
have the streams of ltfe pure, make the heart pure whence
they flow—DProv. iv. 23, From an evil heart cvil deeds will
proceed—Mk. vii. 21. A steadfast spirit, onc that is firm,
not easily swayed through ats uwn weakness o through
blasts of temptation.

Castme not away. 1lislonging and desire are for God.
He dreads scparation from Him. Take not Thy Holy
Spirit from me. e shudden lest hic should be left to
himself. e feels, as never before, his own weakness and
his need for Divine help.  He cnies out, therefore, for the
continual succour of l}ml Diviae Spirit, who is the only
source of cvery good thought, of every carnest desir . of
every steadfast resolve.

Restore to me the joy. ‘Fhie gladness of forgiveness
{ver. 8) wall be followed by the joy of victory over sin, of
progress in the truth, “The behever will go on from joy to
joy until he enters at last into the fulness of the joy of salva-
tion. Uphold me, sustain, support me with a free spirit,
a willing, prompt, ready, ardent spirit.  Some refer it to
God, and render ¢ a frecly-bestoned spirit.”

This beautiful prayer passes inlo—

3. A Resolution (vev. X_B). which sets forth the greatness
of his newly found joy. Theu will I teach transgressors.
The blessings he has found are so great, he must tell others
of them. ‘The love which has entered his heart goes out in
loving desire for the good of others.  Besides, as he knows
how nuch harm his sin has done to others, and how terzible
a stumbling block it has been, he is anxious, as far as possi-
ble, to undo the evil.  Such awman, too, a sinner saved, is
best qualified to tell the glad tidings to others.  $t. Paul,
whea he preached, © Christ Jesus came to save sinners,”
could >dd most feclingly, ““of whom I am chicf.” After
{;‘sm had asked Peter, “*lovest thos Me?" hie added **Feed
My sheep.”  Laove for Chnst is the best qualitication for
one who would help or teach ethers 3 so also helping others
is the best proof that we love Christ

ENPLANALIORY NUILS,

1. Hyssop. .\t one time the commentators supposed
hyssop to be the same as our marjoram {or onganum) or
clse as the Lyssopus officinalis : but now the opiniop of Dr.
Royl= finds very general acceptance, and it is identified with
the caper-plant, which the Arabs call asz¢f, and botanists
cappars spinosa.  The caper-plant affects dry and arid lo-
calitics, such as the sides of time-wormn walls and abrupt
precipices 3 and tothese dreary scenes its long trailing stems
and Lright green leaves lend o plewsant covering.— Bl
Llants. .

SEPERINTENDENT™S INSTRUCTIONS TQ
SABBATI.SCHOOL TEACKERS.

[The following ‘* Instructions to Tcachers " werc pre-
pated by Rev. T. F. Fatheringham for his Sabbath-
School at Norwood.  We give them herc in the hope that
Superintendent’s, who are desitous of bringing their schouls
into proper system and ocder, may find them uscful, if only
s patteras, in prepanag similar instractions for their own
use.

1. No scholar is to get credit for having perfectly com.
mitted a verse of Scriptate, or answer in Shorter Catechism,
if a mistake is made in a siwgle word, absolute accuracy
should be insisted on,

2. Evay shace in the report should be tilled up.  If there
is nothing to cnter inf any column, then “o” should be
written.  If the scholar is absent, then ““ab’ should be
inserted in the first column, and *o0” in the others,

3. 1fa scholar repeats verses for a Sabbath on which hic

|

Pavad prays for that cleansing | re

§

§. The following abbreviations should be used by all :--

the priest who “prodate, 17 absent, " ab ™ prepared, “p’; hall-prepar-
So our ed, **hap s unprepared, “unp " ausbehaviow, x

2

GO, 1t a scholae 1 absent, the teachier will ascertain the rea-
son, and report to the pastor or superintendent before the

Thou shalt--here is his cuong confidence which wakes, following Sabbath ; and, if twice absent in succession, will
me with hys. call at the scholar’s home.

we  with!4 7. Itis taken for granted that no Teacher will be absent
The hyssop was in from the school, except from a cause wholly beyond his con-
canstant  tse in <prinkbng  the  sacritcial blood—Ex, trol ; and whenso obliged to absent themselves, will notify
ati. 22, 1t was used in the cleansing of a leper, and of one  the pastor or ~u

Ycrmlcudcnl, and sugpest a substitute,
N Bo A\ teachier freguently absent from s class will Le
quested to resign.

é. At the close of each session of the school the teachers
will repair to the Bible-class roum unitedly to ask the Divine
blessing upon the lessons taught.

DECAY IN THE BELIEF IN WITCHCRAFT,

A doctrine, the denial of which two centuries ago in New
England would have been considered proof postive of in.
fide] tendencies and a long stride towards atheism ; a doc-
tnne which the most revered divines wdentiied with a stand-
ing or falling Bible ; wiich was commended to favour by
the alntost concurrent voices of the learned of preceding
Christian ages 3 which bishops and councils had stamped
with a solemn approval; onthe ground of which death had
been inflicied on thousands upon thousands of men and wo-
men, espeaially from the thirteenth century onwvards—this
doctrine has now disappeared. It is alien to our consctous-
ness,  1tas no Jonger included in the stock of rehgious be-
liefs.  T'he first skepticism respecting it was resented and
deplored by goud men as an evidence of the degeneracy *‘of
the present age,”—that bad “present age” wiich goud
men in every generation have pronounced worse than any
other before it.  The first signs of the obsolescence of this
ancient behef were observed with dismay by sincerely pious
men, who rallied fer the defence of the faith, and grasped
the ark more tenaciously the more they saw it to be in
donger.  They hurled their proof-texts—** Thou shalt not
suffer a witch tolive ;" they s[\umc(l the novel interpreta-
tions which made the ** witch ™ to be 2 mere juggler s they
shouted, ** Sadducee ;" they scattered their sarcasms on
the effrontery of the new lights who fancied themselves ona
loftier pinnacle than the generations before them.  All was
in vain. Tle vbsolescent belief soon became obsolete. The
cighieenth century snuled at the credulity of the seventeenth;
and the nineteenth century does the same.  Witcheradt,
along with faith in it, has vanished. The devils who helped
their human allies to pinch and prick slecping childven,
sometimes to poison cattle, and upset mxlk-vails, have tahen
their flight.  Salem is quiet from the incursions out of Tar-
tarus ; it is actually, as well as nominally, a city of peace.
Gradually, and yet rapidiy, men came to dishelieve what
they had before beheved.  Emancipated from the old tenet,
they began to deride it as a weak superstition.  Spasmodic
cefforts to save the decaying doctrine proved useless.  Even
the potent voice of Wesley fell on listless cars.—Z2¥af. Geo.
7. )'}':ﬁ(r fn Sunday Afternoos for January.

ANCIENT FURNITURE AND MANNERS.

Half a century ago these was among us a real respect fot
aged people, outside of the circle of near kinship. Boys and
girls on the roadside were not ashamed to * make their
manners " to their elders, who, in turn, had the politeness
to return theis cousteous thanhs for this youthful civility,
That was a good symptom of the social sentinient.  But the
movenient 0‘1; the spint of the age has left this mostly behinds
and with this respectful fecling for those whose years and
position entitle them te an honorable iegard, has gone, to a
perilous extent, the reverence of many for the authonty ot
the parental rule, for the authority atso of the Mtate and the
statute-book. s very dutlicalt tebireak downa proper habitof
esteem for one object, and not wvolve a weakening of re-
spect for others. Tt is very duflicult to Lring up thatlad inte
a trusty, law-abiding citizen, who has cultivated the vice of
a contemptuous disregard for his elders and his betters.
Sometimes there has been 2 servile defecence to these, which
is the leaning over of a virtue to the other side.  That is
not our danger, Now and then a passion for the antique 1s
the fashion, and the hunt becomes ll’udicrous in its cagerness
after almost anything which has an ancient lock and odor.
That is not to be laughed at as a folly =xcept in its excess.
But if, while we are polishing up and restoring these relics
of our fathers’ furniture and wardroles with so much zest,
we would revive, at the same time, and re-enthrone some
of their sound and righteous principles of honor to whom
houor is due, our dwellings and persons would not only re-
ceive adornment, but our land would be toned up with a
return of stable, healthful public sentiment much needed to
allay the fever, and to purge off the impureness of our gen-
eral se~ial and civil life.—Sumday Afternoon.

Bt 1 if to-morrow should dawn upon us, and we ate per-
mitted to see it all through, it will bring with st a supply for
evety want which we shall feel.  Qur Heavenly Father will
be in it, as he is in to-day, as he was in yesterday. He will
be as mindful of us as he has ever been ; and he will open
his hand to us so libenll)' that we shall not want any good
thing. --Christian Signal,



