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pious opinions and practices. So far as the nragenient of its «iff;iirs by the
local echurch without iuterference froin, any outside ecclesiastical authority is
coniccrncd, this is truc, but this i5 only one of our distinctive fé-tures, and
iltat is not fully prcsented in thc statemnent of it, which lias just bc-en givwn,
as 1 shall presently bave occasion te show. Besides this there is the spiritual
character of the mcmibership,-the rejection of humnan standards of' lii :ind
practice,-thc equzility of ail who bclong to the brotherhood, aînd the like.
Tbcsc and otiier fcaturcs arc cvcn more distinctive of Congregaîtionalisin
than thc one partially delineatcd in the usual representation of it, advertcd
te a moment ago. IJaitarians and UJniversalistsq array thenislve-i in Self-
governed societies. So inighlt any nuimber of' pcrsons with the thirty-njine
articles is a crped, and thc prayer-beook ab a rituai, wIîilc rejeuting the con-
version test of admission, and having ia the local elhurchi Illords nu"Onc
fenture of the systeini lias a certain value, even ivlicn taken by itself, but it is
of tie whole, and not otf any one of its parts, howevcr exellent, that I w'ould
now speakz.

I. The Il blessing" there 19 in it, is varied and xua.ny-pliised.
1. A- blessing is in Our foundation-prineiple, that conversion is the oee

qualification for a place in thc church of Christ
'fli evils of indiscrituinate communion, of geogiaphiical lunes of felloivsiip,

of aiîy and every lctting down of the conversion qualification cf clîurclî-inîcuî-
liersliip arc great and mnanifold. It is not, howcver, iny purpose to advert to
these, but ratlier point out soîîîe of tic positive good that results froin maiig
the strait gate thc door into thc cliurch. It is thien a crecd b in iitur,-
a sort of iziltzint itt pa-vo exhibition of evaîngejical doctrine. Conîversion
imiplies iiie2»-uvity a nature iorccked and ruicd. It iuiplics vtoral ke/li:ss-
ness. It implies ap)oic;- adlequate to the task of rene%çing a faIen being.
[t iniplies a D)ivine ageney. It iinîplies a lifc,-tlie life Gf God in tic soul of
nîan,-a lire wlîose central pulsations reach to thie reiietest funcetions of the
ecclesiaistical fýîri:n in -%vili it is cmbodied.

Thli Bible is full of root ideas : ideas that like dry insignifleant gr.aiîîs of
îvheat, have wondcrful gerîns in thern. Now hiere is oiîe of these rot idcas.
IfI we are to have a convPrtcd memberslîip tîcre must be Nvirhin renecli the
nîcaxîs of changing the becarts of unconverted people. Thlîc is unly one
power kniowvn to mian by whicli the soul can bc reîîewed, and tue lîeart
chan-ed. It is the atonetiient that effeets the new birth, and convcrsion is a
plîcuonienon that cen only take place under the prceching of Christ, and Mlin
C<*1-!ucîc. The Bible philosophy of conversion is given ia tiiose incînjorable
words of our Lord, 'l1 if I bc liil -zp woill (1rair ail mien unto inc." A
sty-le of preaching, tliat expkiins away the atonenîicut cifeets ne conversions
in the Scriptural sense. It znay convert to a certain set of' religîous
opinions, but conversion as a grreat moral chng-e wvhichi niakss the man a
ncw ereat-ure, docs not and caunet ceur under a mninistry that is uufaithi-
fui to the doctrine of zitonemient. It is thec exhiibition of Il Christ cruc!ýfieJ,"
as tie substitute for sinful xnen,-as thc grand expedient by wvbich the
la'v of God brokzen by us is niagnifficd and made lionourable in the sacri-
ficial death of our surcty,-and ais a, basis l'or rgbiteous forýgivencss ;-it
is this tlîat tranisf'ornîis, eleanses, and saves. It cannot bd held forth çwith
Bible faitlifulncss 'withiouv carrying homne conviction of guilt, danger, bclp-
essncss, and need cf an Alrnighity Savicur- Show a nian that lie bas broken
thie Divine laiw3 thit bis character is entirely unlîoly, tliat hie eau neither
atoue for bis guilt nez- make bis heart bettcr, and that God pitying hlm_


