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The overflowing drapery of illustration
clouds and diminishes the majestic per-
son of truth, which, when unadorned, is
adorned the most. Such teaching is a
poor compliment to the religious culture
of our people.  When Paul uses illus-
tration he apologizes to his readers, le
says: “ I speak asa man.” And again:
“ I speak after the manner of men be-
cause of the infirmity of your flesh.”
He coplains to the Corinthians that,
because of their carnality, he had to
feed them with milk, and not with
strong meat. Jllustration is needed to
simplify what is difficult, and to impress
what is valuable, but, beyoi! a certain
Eoint. it is injurious. That the soil of

uman nature may be pro‘})erly cultiva-
ted, all parts of man should be appealed
to. Man should be spoken to as
sessing intellect, imagination, aflection,
feclings, social principles and impres-
sions of the great panorama of na-
ture, but the teacher need not compare
till he perplexes and illostrate till he
eonfounds.

The parable teaches that, while the
‘Word—the many-sided and inexhausti-
ble Word—the Word which has some-
thing to suit all men, and the same men
at all times—which has a key for every
lock in hearts that Satan has bound—is
the nd instrument of regeneration,

et the process is an individualizing one.
wih is from individuals to mass-

es. hence arises a difficulty. For
when the Word is preached, every man
is trying to put it past himself. In this
skirmnish a stupid man fences with the
cunning of a sophist and the skill of a
rhetorician. The depraved heart, like
Adam, rolls off the prophet’s burden.
Thus men, when a charge is made, shift
its respousibility, and when a duty is
urged, shirk its performance. But still
the preacher must hunt for the precious
life of the individval man until he is able
to say and make him feel: “ Thou art
the man.” Let us remember the criti-
cism of Foster on the teaching of one
who, in breadth of view, power of meta-
physical analysis, chasteness of language,
stateliness of march, and general im-
pression, was one of the greatest preach-
ers that ever lived—the late Robert
Hall.. After a severe analysis, he comes
to the conclusion that the very compre-
hensiveness and grandeur of this great
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preacher’s addresses was his great de-
fect ; causing him to view men in the
maw, by which the hearer never feit
himself individuclized.  1lc concludes
that a plainer and humbler man might
have dons more good.  This testimony
is all the more encouraging to ordinary
men, that such views are eloguently
enforced in some passazes by Hall him-
self.  Justice to this preat subject com-

Is me still to add, that, as we value
ife, 8o prayer to GGud is essential to sue-
cess in this tillage. A prayerless minis-
try must be a powerless ministry.  ‘The
husbaudman does much when he waters
the seed with bis tears.  The doctrine
of grace, or the eflicacy and necessity
of the Spirit’s operations, constitute a
grand feature of the New Testament
Church. Faith in this doctrine, and
not ouly faith, but au abiding and uni-
versal sense of it, are exsential to suceess,
We may work, we may study till we are
enfeebled, we may seck aid from every
department of truth; but if we do nop
beEeve in our own insufliciency and in
the necessity of Divine grace, few souls
shall be turned into the righteous way.
Human corruption will always prove too
strong for human eloquence. The source
of natural life and the source of spirit-
ual life are one and the same, that s,
Almighty God. Paul glants, Apolios
waters, God increases.

HI.  The next part of this culture is
the work of the church. The natural
seed grows to maturity under the sup-
shine. So the ravs of the Sun of Right-
cousness are reflected thronghout the
Church to warn the seeds of Divine
truth scattered in human hearts. To
exhibit a perpetual testimony of Jesus
to the end of the world, the Church
preserves the Goepel, the sacraments,
and the communion of the saints. She
lifts up her voice, xings aloud beside
many waters, and makes proclamation
to the world on every shore. Unles
we form this conception of the Church,
as a witnessing and conferring power in
the earth, bow can we sing a great pro-
portion of the psalus and paraphrases,
which are addressed not to God, but to
men, and consist largely of offers of the

Gospel ?
And again, as the climate has much
to do with natural growth, so the atmos-

phere of Christian congregations has s



