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enouigh ta suifer it ail withaut impairment of her physical
henlth or ber nientality." If she goes away, she is not
entitled to support, even though by! reason of her physical
condition she be unable ta support herseif, and in many
cases she must leave the society of ber chlldren. In ather
wards, t.he wife must humbly submit or cast herseif upon
the world.

This condition is mnade worse by the fact that the Courts
are boarnd ta interpret the conditions under which airony
niay be granted according to eighteenth century standards,
A very elementary knowledge of history tells us that social
probleins of today ouc7ht flot to be adjusted in the light of
conditions of the eighteenth and nineteenth centures, when
it was established as a principle of English law- that in
order thnt a wif e rright be entitled to aliniony an the grounil
of cruelty, F'he nmust establish a,, a principle of English law
that in order that a wife wight be entitled. ta alirnony an
the ground of cruelty, she must establish danger ta 11f e,
11mb er health. The~ social conditions aifeeting bath
domestic and civil life were vastly different from those of
today. Slavery was recognised and protected by English
Law. It was over a quarter of a century later before the
law intervened to prevent the flogging of womnen. Chil-
dren of six years of age were employed in factories and
mines, being compelled ta work fourteen and sixteen hours
a day under most revolting conditions. Wamen worked in
mines as mere beasts of burden. The woman was littie
mare' than a servant of man.

But this is alI altered. Saciety of today bas elevated
wonianhood ta a new level and the Legislature surely ought
ta give aur Courts the right ta interpret her rights in the
Iight of modern thougbt and mtodern ideals.

It is in the interest of public maraes that the marriage
tie should be very binding, but it ia also in the interest of'
public marals that the honc>ured mother and wife in a home
be givein a legal status and legal rights caminensurate witli
the position she halds in the socipty of todiay. It is difficult
to see ini what way public marais would suifer if the bad
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