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~ would always look upon the Imnperia! Parliaï--?nt as the senior
i '1 partner ini the conceni. The Imperial policy would aIw4ys be

subject to the principles laid down at such a meeting as he -iuggest-
ed. This would Iead LO greater pubIicity. Nations in future
would want to know more about foreign affairs." On the l7th
inst., two days after the delivery of General Smuts' speech, the
Prime 'Mînister announced ii- the House of Commo..8 "that the
holdi- -? of an annual Imperial Cabinet to discuss foreign affairs
and c-her aspects of Imperial policy' will hecome an accepted
convention of tbec British Constitution." The use by the Prime
Minister in this connection of the terni "convention of the British
Constitution" in relation to the establishment of an institution
which hie said "grew flot by design, but out of the necc-ssitics of
1 he war, " remînds us that the British Constitution is, in the words
of Lord Courtnev of Penivth., "a living and a changing organism."
Bv the side of o ur ivrit ten law thc-re lias gro-wn up an unwritten or
conventional Constitution. The work, as Professor Freeman
maintains, of legisiation, of strictix' constitutional legisiziion, lis

ne-er cteived, but there luis also 1l'en a series of political changes
of ipo less moment than those recorded in the statute-book which
hiavet be'n mnade ivîthu any legislative ernactmnent whatcver.

NOTES FlR0J TuE EN;ÏLlSJi INA'S 0F COURT.

CRIMîîNALS AND THE WAR.

Tnc grrat war lias iundoulýtecliv affected ail claFes of the
com.nunity in these islan<lo. Those members of the Bar who
practice in the cr*ninal courts have been heard to deplore its
consequences from the purely professionai point of view. And
%«ith god)d reuson. Statistices recently published l.ave shown a
rennrkable falliîîg off in crime. It ils now possible to comnpare
Sihe years 1913, 1914 and 1915. According to the Law Time8
(Junc 23, 1917), the nuinher of personts for trial at assizes and
(luarter-sessioIls mn 1913 Nvas 12,511. In 1914 it fei! to 10,800;
w~hile in 1915 the figure wa8 6,O1O--less than hait the pre-war
figure.


