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MY BIRDS AND HOW THEY CAME TO ME.

It vas my g.'od fortune to spend the. coidest veek of this vin
ter in a smnall New Hampshire tovu on thie bank of the. Connecticut
River. The thermomneter stood at aS at breakfast tinie; the days
were uey. tihe air vas stiil, and the mooe at tiei. fuit; ali this witb
au nbroken level of fres snov made winter a dsiight to one "vhwo
likes that kind of thing."

.Sparrovs vere nuot to b. seen at our ed of the. tovu. buti cdûcacadees. vbite-breasted authatcbes, pie grosbsaks and, dovny
snd bairy vood-upscu-kers vers m"or or lms couon visitors. A
sheiter.d corner of the. verandsbh"e been vired ie below by way of
protection front cats a"d ie thi corner vas a large voodeo trougli
filed vitb dried sun-lioyers, buile sma bueg frout the trees and
shrubs mu by. To the. sun-lioyers came docks of chickadees,
with se occasional nutbatcb, in snd out tiie live-ioog day. i
vatched, theni vith deligit: sad came home to try my baud at feed-
ing birds ie Cambridge.

On tihe uoutb, side of the bouse standIs a viilov-tree viiose
long bouglis reacli ont ie aiH directions, making ie summer a forest
of gree, viiere birds of various kinds §ed camping "road.
Tbere bave bee crovs, robins, grackles, rose-brâsted a.rosbeaks,
-in grosbeaks, white4breasted nutbatcbss, cbicksdees, jw
ciepers, lickers, dovny voodpockers, bummieg birds, song
sparrovs, chippiug spairovs, rdstarts, coea birds, vireos
summer yeilowbirds. orioles, blue jays, goldee-croweed kingiets,

goiiniiscuchoos, sud once-A day to ke remembered-one
of the msids came breathies to.my door.

"Psas iss, jolie vanta you to look out of the. vidov to
mes a bird."

"IWhat is it4 John?' 1 said.
"IWs it k as the reddest bird 1 ever amen. 1 vas vatsring

the. pupis bosh and lis came suîd batbsd ie tii. pool; but nov
IO gonie."9

"IDon't yoS thiek it vas a robin?" I asksd in szact imitation
of my ove Dirduse, vbo gsnsrsily cails a&l .y mv birds E.giis

"'Robin?" repsated Jobe, "1W.IL no, it vasnt a robie. As if


