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I~piears tliat the sole businiess entrustcd
to the deacons vas the administration of
the futids of the Chturcli. Wliat is re-
cordcd of Stephien towards the close of
tie chap'.cr is, not that lie prcaclhed, but
tîtat, iii opposition to disputers, lie gave
a1 reason ot' the liope that; vas in hi.
I'hilip, it is truc, prcachied in Santaria,
and founided ilhe Cliurchi there, but lie
did that itot as a deacon, but as an evan-
ef.list, whicli lie is ealcd, Acts, xxi. 8.-
Býut even witli respct to the administra-
tion of the fbnds of' the Churcb ie
deaconis did niot supersede cither tie

t postIcs or the eiders, whether prcauli-
ing or ruliig eIders. Thtis i evident
froîn the lhct that wlien at a suibsequent

pcriod1, as recorded Acts xi. 28-30, the
disciples in dilierent couintries deteriii in-

ed to scnd relief to the brcthircn whiicli
dweit iii Judca, thecy sent it not to the
deacons but to the eiders ; and they) senlt
it by the hands of Barnabus and Saul.
.Nor 'was this the only case inii h
>ai vas thus etuployed. Ilis ivritiings

show the deup interest -%,çichl lie took in
the financiai affiairs ofthei Cliurch, in
respect te the provision which slîon!d be
mnade both for meeting the wants of' the
poor and for tlîo support of the rniiistry:
and the mission on whiclî lie wvent to Je'jrugalim, on that occasion on ielîcI lie
ivas at length Iodged in prison and ai-
tcrwards sent iii bonds to Ilomec, wasj witlî a speciai retiýrence to tis verýy ob-Ijccq, as appears fromn his language iii the
epistle to the Romans Chap. xv. Vv.
*25-28.

'The principlcs thtus slaortly stated
have been acknowiedged and maintain-
cd by our Churcli froin th(e period ctf
tlie fieformnation. The First J3uok of
Discipline, winch -as put forth iii 1560,

*says, IlThe ollice of dcacons is, to gatîter
and distribute the alins of the poor, ac-
cording Io thte direction of thte session."
Accordingr to th(> fuiler statement of tle
Second B3ook of Discipline, agreed to iii
15 78, the office and poiver of deacons is
I"to receive and to distribute the whole
eclesiasticai goods unto tlîcm te whoin;they are appornted. Thais they, ouglit te

doaccrdligto hejud*qment aund ap-
Pointillent of Ille pr*esb'5ter-ies, or eider-

*s/iips (of thie wvhich the deacons are not
Imeabers) that the patrimony of tîte kirk
ard poor bc not convertcd to private
mnas uses, nor ivron-yfuliy distributed."
The sanie doctrine is inaintaincd in the

* Iireetory for Chiurchi Governmenit,
agreed upon by thietlsscnibly- of.Divines
at WVestminster, wlhcrc it is said, Il Dea-

cons also are distinct officerâ iii the
Churcli, te whose office it belongerli fot
to preacli tce word, or administer the
sacranients, but to take special Paire for
the nceessities cf the poor, hy collectitig
fbr, and distri buting to theni, tvit/ <irec'-
lion qf thte ciesatha~t noule amonyqst
the people of God he co:îstrairied to 'le

Ingiu. l te lare Over-tures uf thae
Gecneral Assenibly, 1 705, it is stateil with
respect to tîte kirkl-sessionl, II 'fus judi-
catory lieing the lowcest, and wvlici is iti
every parisît, consists ot one iniister or
twvo and a1 conîpetent nimber of, ruling-
eidersz, and the deacons of that panisi
and ch:ueh are to be prescuit, and have
a d"-:ýive vote (mt/ ili maittrs blonqiny
to t/eir oivi ojlce, ltaving attendingr
.hmein a clcrk and a beadle." Lastl r,
Stewvart of P1erdivan, speaking of' kirk-
sessions, and statingr thie practice in hiii
time, says, Il lie dencons are aiways
present, njolfor discipline, but for tvhat re-
laies Io titeir otitn ofice " It vas amîd
tîte busile occasioned by Vlic disruptionu
that the sýepar.%te courts calli l« Dca-
cons' Courts" caine into, use. They
wvere fornially sanctioned by thte Assemý-
lily 1846, but tce ivorking of iliese couatL
lias utut beeui iinucli calculated 10 encour-
age us to be very iaisty ini adoptin", th(!
i nnovation.

FAX.
lThe Session of the Free Clitrch Col-

lege hierc- closed on Friday the il th cuir-
relit; the students, berore separatiîîg hiav-
iiitg beexi suitably addressud by 1>rofles.
sots ainad Lyall. 'l'lic tfloiitg sol>-
jeets were given out as exereises, for tin>
students during. thie suttinie.

1. Ilumne's argumuen t against the po.i-
sibility of proving miracles hy tcstiîtîony,
sa as to bce flti bndation ot a systein of
religion, stated and answered. A1 pnize
ivill bu awarded for the lcst cssay on
titis subjeet, the conipetition bcing open
to ail %vlio nay be an tlie Theologicai
class flCxt session

II, 1.ssay on the enigin of our Ideas:
ist our pritnve ý(deas-tlie part ivhichà
Sensation aîid Inttllectioni, respectively,
have iii thein : 2nd, our Ideas as miodi-
lied by tue original principies of the
mind-and the modifying iws of Intel-
lection A prize wili be avarded te each
of the two beat Essays, the conipetition
being open te ail students wlieo oay be
in attetîdance on tce preiiuîary classes
of thc College :aext se3sion., and imper;4-


