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1,0 opposition ta Popery, Prolacy, and Eras.
lianas"'.

lit âne, iooking upon soeiety as posscss.
tdai af it .rniiiint idleatiry ini the siglit of'
God, anid on ecth succeediîig age ais wauad

ta itiplemfesit c uiiexliiusied oliig atiuaas
coi<ratieti l>y natiional oiiili< we bcievc
<hl. itlie CO)Velitî<its of ounr iitcsturs-viz.,

ilie National Covenîanit oi Seoilind. anid the
Suleaiaî Liîgui- anad Unycuintt ofth fic rce
kingduns-iirc saîli bindilng, anad thait by

tilin we, as a nation, are laid under an aid-
diaioniil obligittiont ta nînaintain the princi-
pics and caiu,c of thlie<l<sriiiiitn.

ilolding budi piaiciffies, atid iinxic.îîsly
cicriliiig the litîje oft areturn to, the tel-

of~li uth <lic Cîeli of' bcQlii(l as the
ca' iâbie terniiîitioaî ut ail aur sepatae con-
teiidigsý, at anîîIy he.tzîily cuaicciv cd thait %wc
latî.alul, %%wt îl')« oa difiaa'y intercit, the îrug-.
glu., uf thc efiiin paiî* lin the National
Caiurcli durîaag ui w1l %% ole ut tiiir progress,

niud m<oie cspeci-illv îliobe oft(lie Clîurel lier.
sedf wliicli icttliii lier suceioialile Dibrtip-
ticai ti-Ufi the ztate ot 1843. lîiilc .ne î
tibdied wviil the -Act aiera Calîs," vievcd
as a settlenieaît aof the ccesàistieial quiesti-
on<, %ve iiiii, ail aiioi ataco for thic dillivul-
«ne Nviic;l stuud na i ai uLf las riglit aid-

jintiielit, SQ loti- as tie tatW of patronage
ren<uiaied ini force. Vitii tlhe 1.ciaini, De-
chiraîîîonii «il 1>îotest naai thei encroiiclî-

icef the Ui( ourt of ýssion," cnîattcd ina
1842, %vu eorJiadly wrquiesccd ; and when,
in th licy ofv ai'et year, the MoIdoi'aaor

and Cammiissioners aof Uic Cîutrch, of SeQt-
land nier ntr Caitiimills, under tiacir unau-

slierable îîrorcst, and signcd tlacir self-dcny-
ta e ia.o, our Siyttod, carricd forward.

byd .sèayanpaîtly waih tiis notile al).
Peairailae ina belialf ni the crownî riglirs of
onr coinmoa Lord and Reilccmer, were
preparcd t0 iveicoane yott as brerliren, anîd
by'a deputaatioaî of their number ta reca-
ni*e ini vout the genuine representaives of
the Claurcli ofi our fiaiiers. 'lo tnave rccog-
nîsed thitt portion aof the Clîurch wlielî re-
m4iiîed in thc legal Estiîbliblimcrat as the
true Clîurca of Scotlanal, merely bccause
the courts of law rcugitiscd it ais such, we

felt <lien, ai wve feel sui, wotald bave been
virtuaill> ici hoînoloaue thc Erastianisa
whii ignorcd Uic Clîurch ai' Seotiani ina
ber laiîlycoiîstirurcd Asseniily, and
wvould hiae lîcen iconsistent %vitli the whlîal
spirit andî priaicililes ai' oaar fafliacrs in for-
mrer uîays, whlo aaihays lookcd 10 the spiritu-
al clcanent of thu ta-rIa. anîd flot ta thre «acre
legal sanction ai' the State. a3 dccidiaîg tie
truc eliaincter of <lic Churcli.

Mie essential identit>' of our sentimcnts
on aili the lciîding principles of otir professi-
oaa wîith thase of tihe evaingelical parry lu the
Nationaîtl Chureli, dcvclopcd during the
struggles precuding the Disruîption, was at-
testid hy taat avent in a manner 80 uneqai-
voasal that even than an honourable union
was supposed te bc pracicable, and negoti-

aitions for that purpose were aittenipted by
thec rnîtual appointment of canîmittees. As
it wîts unidcrstoo(, liowever, that overtures
wverc ta lie brouglit before flic Asseînhly of
the Free Cli«irdaI, uagaîîg Uie pinpriety of
lier idenii trîg l:rsl, i sonao fuî'iral de.
elaira<îoai, 'vili Uie Cliutili ai' thac First aind
seconad Iteformation, aliese îîcgociations
%vere discontiaiucd 1atid thtas, instend of dis-
cussing teimsi' fanion, whidi are aipt to in-
volveoane or ailier of <lac pairties ian anîbi-
guotis siateîinns, or in avowcd condessions

aof traith fur thae saîke ai' liîce, tiîaîc w-as at.
lowcd ta tie Frc Claurch of Seotland toi
ature and put on record lier convictions

as co piesent traîli and dcaty, lea%îang it to
lis ta juige vlien we couild consisteniy ac.
ceaie ta lier commiunioni. 'LMeanvhile, 'on e-
very pulie question coainccrcil %ith the
cause of' the lieiorannatioaî, tie hairmony of
aur views becaine maie and more apparent.
Thie '4>aîstoral Il ddress .' issucel by the Go.
nerai Asseaîibly in 18-15, brcaffial a spirit
eaîîîîely lu tanlisoîî witli our awai, aind in
pulii of pulica prufé5sion cxpressed ira sub-
staurje aiiuîst evci-ytinag thar we coiîld de-
sire. Nlittiy laudaGle Acts of Asscmbly have
been passed, indicuing ai once faithtinl ad.
bercaîce ta formner a<aaiients, anud a desire
for fîîrt laer rcii3rmation. 'rhamissianary'ef-
forts and orhier sees aof tic Ciîurelî,so vi-
goroua.iy sustaicd, nrgucd lier viality, and!
îîointed lier out as ",a field wlîich tic Lord
liid blcssed." And if anv doaibt remaircd
as ta tie principles; aof le Frce Church,
these hav-e becn remnovcd by the late 1,Act
arid Ucelaration" passed by the Iaist Gene-
rai Asseaiibly, and pretixed ta taheir aurho.
riscd cditiaaî of the staîndards, the appear.
ance of wlaich wc haîtil elaiefi>' as scrving t0
identi'3 ilic Free Claurch waitb tlie Churcli

ai' the First and !Second Reformation ; 0<1
accaunit afi itb distinct avowal ofal the %Vest-
mster standaîrds as the standards of the

Frec Chureli, anad its receiving ticse, flot as
donc b3'th lud formula ai' Uic Esaablished
Clîtrcli, w-bieh mèrely recogniscd thae Con-
fession of' Faili), aind tit <as -1ratificd by
law in the year 1690,"--but fou>' and nire-
servcdly, as <bey wcre reccived lîy tbeClînrch

ai' Seotiand in lier best anid purest tiantcs, by
virtiie of lier owvn authioriry; and on aii.coat
ai' thec explieit pled ge which it eonainas, 1. Io
praseciitc the enads eontc:iiplnrcd faom tie
beginning in ail the nets anid decîls of hier
reforming fatiers, until <ha errors 'vhieh
flic>' renoinccd siiali i hî;Ne dli.îauiipeared
faoan the laînd, andti<li a- svstcan whieh
tbcy iîpbclîl siaîll bc ii<îîiî ersally rueeeivcil!'

Tlais, and ailier Acts ai' the Frac Church,
îvc regard, nat as g-ournds ai' union, b<at sim-
pI>' as data. froin wlieh %ve anay judge wlîe-
<ber the tinte bas coane when wve mnay, vir.h
banour and consistene>', drap, aur position

aof scession, and maintain aur pri es ini
communion îvith the Churcliai o tlauîd.

After serions and prayarfual corasiderati-
on, we hava beu led ta tha conclusiuax,tlîat


