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{o opposition to Popery, Prelacy, and Eras-
flanism.

In tine, looking upon society as possess-
¢d of a permanent identity in the sight of
God, and on each succeeding age as hound
to implement the unexhausied obligations
contracted by national ouths, we believe
that the covenants of our uncestors—viz.,
the National Covennnt of Scotland. and the
Sulemn Lengue and Covenant ot the three
hingdums—are sill binding, and that by
them we, as & nation, are laid under an ad-
ditional obligation to mainuun the princi-
ples and cause of the Reformation.

Holding such princaples, and anxiously
cherishing the hope of & return to the fel-
Jowship ot the Crurch of Scotland as the
emiable termination of all our separnte con-
tendings, it may be ewsily conceived that we
watched, with uo ordinary interest, the strug-
gles of the reformiung party in the National
Cuurch during the wbole of thewr progress,
and more especially those of the Church her-
seif which issued in her memorable Disrup-
tion from the State of 1843, Whle unsa-
tistied with the * Act anent  Calls,” viewed
as a scttlement of the ecclesinstical guesti-
on, we maae all allowance for the difticul-
ties which stood m the way of its right ad-
justment, so long as the law of pawonage
remained in force. . With the © Claim, De-
claration, and Protest anent the encroach-
ments of the  ourt of Session,” emutted in
1842, we cordially acquiesced ; and when,
in the May of next year, the Moderator
and Comnnssioners of the Church of Scot-
land met at Canonmills, under their unan-
swerable protest, and signed theirself-deny-
ing demission, our §yuod, carried forward
by deep-felt sympathy with this noble ap-
pearance in behalf of the crown rights of
our common Lord and Redeemer, were
prepared to welcome you as brethren, and
by a deputation of their number to recog-
nie in you the genuine representatives of
the Church of our futhers. T'o have recog-
nised that portion of the Church which re-
mained in the legal Establishment as the
true Cliurch of Scotland, merely because
the courts of law rccoguised it as such, we
felt then, as we feel sutl, would have been
virtually to  homologate the Erastianism
which ignored the Church of Scotland in
ber lawfully constitured Assembly, and
would have been mconsistent with the whole
spirit and principles of our fathers in for-
mer days, who always looked to the spiritu-
al clenent of the truth, and not to the were
legal sanction of the State. a3 deciding the
true chasacter of the Church.

The essential identity of our sentiments
on all the leading principles of our professi-
on with those of the evangelical party in the
National Church, developed during the
struggles preceding the Disruption, was at-
tested by that event in a manner so unequi-
vocal that even then an honourable union
was sapposed to be Lracticaole, and negoti-
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ations for that purpose were attempted by
the mutual appoiniment of committees. Ag
it was understood, however, that overtures
were to be brought before the Assembly of
the Free Church, urgmg the propricty of
her identify g herselt, by some formal de.
claration, wiithi the Church of the First and
Secoud Reformation, these negotiations
were discontmued ; and thus, instead of dis-
cussing terms of union, which are apt to in-
volve one or other of the parties in ambi-
guous siatements, or in avowed condessions
of truth for the sake of peace, time was al.
lowed to the Free Church of Scotland to
mature and put on record her convictions
as to present trath and daty, leaving it to
us to judge when we could consistently ac.
cede to her communion.  Measnwhile, on e-
very public question connecterd with the
cause of the Reformation, the harmony of
our views became more and more apparent.
The * Pastoral Address” issued by the Ge.
neral Assembly in 1845, breatlied a spirit
entively in anison with our own, and in
point of public prufession expressed in sub-
stange almost everything that we could de-
sire.  Many laudable Acts of Assembly have
been passed, indicating a3 once fathful ad-
herence to former attninmenis, and a desire
for further reformation. The missionary ef-
forts and other schemes of the Church,so vi-
gorously sustained, argued her vitality, and
pointed her out as “a field which the Lord
hud blessed.” And if any doubt remaired
as to the principles of the Free Church,
these have been removed by the late “ Act
and Declaration” pussed by the last Gene-
ral Assembly, and pretixed to their autho.
rised edition of the standavds, the appear-
ance of which we hail chiefly as serving to
identify the Free Church with the Church
of the First and Second Reformation; on
accountof its distinct avowal of'all the West-
minster standards as the standards of the
Free Church, and its receiving these, not as
done by the old formula of the Established
Church, which merely recognised the Con-
fession of Iaith, and that as * ratified by
law in the year 1690,"”-—but fully and unre-
servedly, as they were received by theChurch
of Scotland in her best and purest times, by
virtue of her own authority ; and on account
of the explicit pledge which it contains, “ to
prosecute the ends contemplated from the
beginning in all the acts and deeds of her
reforming fathers, until the errors which
they renounced shall have disappeared
from the land, and the true system which
they uphelit shall be univ ersally received.”
This, and other Acts of the ¥ree Church,
we regard, not as grounds of union, but sim-
ply as data, from which we may judge whe-
ther the time has come when we may, with
honour and consistency, drop our position
of secession, and maintain our principles in
communion with the Charch of Scotlund.
After serious and prayerful considerati-
on, we have beea Ied to the conclusiun, that



