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better appreciation of the disadvantages it imposes; but that
this dcfect is becoming ovcry year more general among ail
civilized nations is a fact that cannot be denied. Unifor-tunately,
wo have in this country no exact statistics on anythingy likze :uî
adequate ticale, but the question lias been exhiaustively investi-
gated i n others, esFecially in Germany. The tables collecteci by
Pi-of. Colin pi-ove that the percentage of short-sighited individuals
increcases steadily froni the lower classes upwards in every grade
of schools, i greater as a rule in the highier than in the
elementary schools, and reaches its maximum among the
students of' the universities. No doubt the character of German
type is to some extent answerable for its almost universal
existence in a less or greater dcgree in that country, but thc
evidence of its inere:aie is no less complote in «Rissia, Italy and
.Anierica. Sliort-siglit or, pcrhaps it wvould be more correct to
say, the conditions structural anid 1tinctiona-l that predispose to it,
zire certaiiîly transmitted fromn parent to child, as is seen wvhen
the children of educated artisans arid tradespeople are compared
with those of wvholly illiteratc peasantry in the same schools iii
countries like, lungary and ifussia, wliere education lias hitherto
been but partial. But it may be producedl in eyes originially
perfctly normal, and is rapidly aggravated by unfavourable con-
ditions in thoso, already aflècted. That thc tuppcr raniks of
society, wvhose ancestors have for miany generations enijoyed
literary education, arc îîot in a wvorse pliglit than. the iiiiddlc
classes, is not, as o ne correspondent uirges, inconsistent with the
hiereditary transmission of short siglit. For wc cannot lay too
much stress on the lhct that it is not the use o? the eyes as such,
buit work protracted and carried on imider unfawoivrable conditions
that iindices this dcfect, wlicnce it is only natural that thosc who
read and write in w'cll-ligrhted rooms, and recreate tlecir eyes
with out-door exorcisc and sports, should suffcer less thanl the
children of' thc poor and lower middle classes, whosc I "sehooling"
is begun earlier, and who almost in infancy are poring over
books or needlework in ill-lîglihted sclîools and darkzer rooms at
bomne, and whlose, visual prospects are liimited by the opposite
bouses iii the strect."


