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TEACHING PATRIOTISM IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 157

I select the piece and teach it to the whole school in concert.
This makes a good lesson on patriotism through all lower and
middle grades by seleeting such a piece as “ anada to K ngland,”
an anonymous poem in one of the above mentioned collections,
or Prof. Roberts’ « Canada.”

Fifth —Leach p'\m'xomc songs.,  Kvery one knows something
of the influence of music. Thereis no more rapid or more suve

ray of spreading any sentiment than through the voice of song.
\Yumbus of instances immediately flash Lhrou«rh our memories,
What army ever marched to victory without music 2 What
great movement ever gathered its followers without its own
pecull'u' songs ¢/ Song “will find a lodging place in the hearts
of both old and young when other metliods fail. Nothing more
quickly touches the sympathies, nothing makes more lasting
impressions.  Gather up songs in praise of onr conntry, songs
commemorating great victories in battle, songs in honor of our
flag. And we Wil find that the children will not forget

““ What the song has fastened survely as with a golden nail.”

We take it for granted that our national anthem is sung in
every school. We have a book entitled “ National and Vacation
Songs” which is very good though limited in quantity and
rarviety. DBut it contains several fine songs suited to the school
room, such as “The Maple Leat,” «Fair Canada,” My Own
Canadian Home,” and others. As far as T know, we have very
few good patriotic songs for primary grades. We need some-
thing attractive and simple in language and melody that the
children will take to readily with the same kind of delight as
they do their simple Sunday-school hymms. But until we get
this let us make the best use of what we have. In connection
with patriotic songs and recitations, it would be a good plan
occasionally to have an afternoon devoted to patriotism.  Gather
up what has been learned on the subject during the past months
and make out & programme. The teacher might get up a speeial
review lesson, the older pupils have short essays on some of our
heroes, while the younger ones could have appropriate recita-
tions, the whole interspersed with rousing patriotic songs.

Sisth,~—Malke mueh of public holidays. We have not so
many of them but that we can aftord to celebrate those we have.
Just before a holiday is a good time to spend a few minutes
talking about it. E\phin what the day commemorates, and
why we should mark it by something lifferens from other days.
Just as celebrations of birthday anniversaries draw all the
members of the family together to their joy, so does a national



