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Sir,-I have the hionor to submiit îny annual report and statistical

table for the year j ust closed.
The general prevalence du1ýtring, winter of a severe epideinic, and the

iiusually bad wveather and roads during a large part of the year,
have rendered it exceptionally unfavorable for the success of sclhools
and sehool inspection. Though so fortunate as to escape the epidemie
inyseif, I found its effeets almiost everywvhere I visited. Iniiinany
casez., sehools hiad to be closed, at least teuîporarily, owing to thie
illiiess of teachers and pupils, and ini very inany cases, the attendance
-%vas seriously affected, botlî by prevailinig illiiess, andi the state of the
iveather and roads. Tlie latter cause rendered the work of inispection
unusually difficult; and the difficulty wvas increased by the stl somie-
-%vhat prevalent irregularity iii the leiigth and arrangemnent of the
schiool year; for, thiough,,I there lias been somne improvem ent ini that
regard, thiere is stili considerable variation in the tinie of vacations.
I have to repeat what I said last year: that althoughl 1 have not
been able strictly to carry out tie regulatioxîs ini regaird to visiting, I
iave donc ichat 1 could ; and I thilik I have succeeded better than
during tue previous year.

NotwvitIîstandiing the unfavorable circuxnstances above referred to,
there lias been a slighlt increase iii the nimîber of sclîools ini operatioxi
and Lui the aggregrate attendance. I have reported the Protestant
schools of 40 inuuîicipalities (the school of one reported last year,
Simpson, haviig- beei united -%vith tie adjoiniixxg xnuxicipality>,
thougli oie of tliose reported liad no sehool.

0f these, 24 are under control of sclîool commnissioners, and 16
under dissentient trustees. 1 have reported 167 schools ini operation
under contro], and 7 independent schools. Those under control niay
be coxnpactly slîown by couicis, as follows-

Counties. No. of Municip. No. of Schools. Nof Ptîpils.
Sherbrooke (Electoral)......4....2 6.......12 20
Stanstead (Magog) ............ 1.......6 ....... 194
Shiefford.................... 14...... 53....... 1317
R~ichmnond.................. 10 ...... 49....... 1130
Druxnniolid.. .. ........ 10 ...... 30 ....... 581
Arthabaska (Tiingwick, diss). 1........3 ........ 54

40 167 4496
Adding to the above 7 independent sehools, witit 450 pupils, I have
total of 174 schools and 4,946 pupils, wiUî an average attendance,

reported of 3,552. 0f the sehools under control, 157 are classed as
elementary, 6 as niodel sehools, and 4 as academies. I have included
the sehool at Lennoxville among the rnodel schools, though iLt lias not


