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f.--l fainting and exlîatstcd amnid tHc crics of victory. speaking
afttrwards oif tiîis gr-cat day lic would say: "I lost my left Iiand for
the gloryaf the riglit.'' TI'e Battie of ILepa nto, %vas fol] oied for Ili ni
by -six years' liospital service iii Italy. 1-lere lie inade the acquain-
tance of nîany, fanious Italian N'riters, aniong theni Dainte anid Tasso.
and hiere lic conceii'cd tHic idea of wvriting- luis grcatest play. But
his six years' service endcd in lus bcing capturcd by the Moors and
taken prisoner ta Algiers wlierc lie speuit nearly fivc ycars arnid tHe
horrors of thc galleys. Thîis w"as a dark trne for tic brave soldier
wvho hiad foughit so, wcll for ]lis king, for that g-loorniy and uingrateful
mionarcu had forgotten Iiirn and paid no attention to tlîc petitions
presentcd to Jin on beiaif of the captive. Cervantes' fainily iwas
too poor ta pay the ranson denianded and two, attcrnpts to esci&qe
cnded iii failtire, aTîd so lie lîad to bear the yoke and possess bis sotil
iii patience. But dark thougl it ýsccmied, tiiere wvas a briglit side
even ta tlîis hcavy cloud. The Moors, fascinated b)y thec unmnistakza-
bie charnis of thieir prisoner, treated ii wmitli incli kindiness, anid
lie in turn entertained those loyers of plays and pleasures wvith niany
exhibitions of biis drainatic skill ; tlmus the tinue %ras îuot lost fcr- it

* lielped hini to discover his reldramnatic ability and did muore be-
* sicies.

Thle day of freedorn camne at last won by Uic sacrificc of his
niotiier and sister. It is interesting ta nlote thiat tie ransoin -,as
finally paid bv the niedle-workc of tiiose devoted relatives anid thc
kindness of tlueir old parii~ priest. W'bien Cervaites eurd
ransorned ta, Spainî lie wvas stili -a young mnu ani more anuibitious
than ever. But in spite of luis wonderful cxîergy bis lîealtl, ,vas
delicate and his experience at the battie of Lepauîto flad left imii
partly disabled yet his liopes 'vere higli and lie camne baclc tlîiiikingf

of tile great tlîiug-s lie would dio for biis beoved cotuntry. Wliein
Algiers lie ]lad seen azîd learned niany things and Iîad enîpioyed wvlat
tinie lie could iii preparing a nlieniorial to the kiing wvlo liaci ignored
bunl whicbi lie presented on luis return. ''Withi the ciîaracteristic
inibeciility of kcings" it wvas prornptly consigned ta, the Li,îubo of tne
Archives whiere it lay iii oblivion until long after tHie dc-tti of the
gailant soldier wio wrote it wvlien àt was at Iast given to the public.
And thus, forgottcuî once aigain by those w~lio o-wcd liim thue nîlost,
he -,vas abliged ta, begiîî a bard -struggle for life, and lic begani it
clîeerily. WTluerc a weaker or less noble spirit oldhave given

Up in despair, lie sinîply set to work ta nike literature for the -world
I and w'in the admiration of ail tumes.


