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Thcras Chatterton, the Boy Poet of Bristol.

-lEintermittent d i-scilssions w'hiehl for well nigh a en-
tury waged arotind the nine of Thonias Chatterton as
to tlic authientieity of the pocrns attributcd by hlmii to
an iimagincd nionki of the fifteenth century. naitied

Thomias llowlcy, Icft bis naie to the niercy of a host of enlfies
too prcjudiced to fairly judge bis chiaracter or bis poetical
works.

It is only about fourteen years agro since the 11ev. Walter W.
Skeat, LL.D.. Fèlloiv of Christ's College. Cambridge. inarshalled
the proofs of the spuriousness of the llow'ley pocems and analyzcd
theni wvith sucli convincing cifeet that it w'ould be puerile folly
now to inaîntain thieir gcnuineness. 'Mr. Skeat; aise, at the saine
timae, prcsented in two sinili v'olumîes the poetical -%î'orkis and let-
ters -of Chatterton to the public iu a more inethodical formn and as
inuehl as possible, inu chronologieal order, whichi lias doue miucl
to rcdeein thein froin thieir former chaos. H1e lias aise largcly
inodernized the apurious antique poemns by supl)pying equivalents
for old Englishi -vords, tlhereby ridding thcrn of tlheir former
waut of interest or att.ractivcness te the generia1 public. Tnterest
is now cicefly -attachced to the strange life of this ill-fated poct,
wlbo dicd in hlis tecus, biis doublle acttiing as a prctcnded transcrihnpr
of aneicuet poetry, and writer of modern verses, ]lis cxtraordinary
genius aud complex character.

ln a sinil and obscure d\ivelling oui Pile Street, Bristol. oe
of the chiief commercial and inanact.uring ports of England,
Thomas Chatterton first saw the lighit on thec 2Oth of Novei»Iher,
1752. It %vas bult tliree uuentIîs hefore this tlîat luis father, Thomias
Chatterton, Sr., died. Left i his childlîood dependent upon a
poor widow, whio, by lier shilled needleworkç, earned for imii and
hiis littie sister, lier- only other clîild, the hare necessities of subsist-
ence, life at the very outsèt iiiist hiave appcared to hlmiiin but
sombre colors at its 1)Cst. Not long after luis father's death, bis
inctier reinoved te a biouse near St. MLary liedeliff Church "tat
mnastcry of a humnan biaud. the pride of Bristol and the WNestern
laud," as described by Chatterton. Thei office of sexton of this
clnurch -%vas hie]d, during the poet's 'life, by Charles IPliillips. blis
uncle, to -whlom it hiad corne dow'n thronglî littie less thau tW'o cen-
turies in the Chatterton fainilly. Thc young orphau. availing him-
self of the fricndslîip of biis uncie. flic sextoiu, frequently resorted
to tuie Chiureli of St. Mary lRedc1iff, tbe elîurchlu in vhiclî lie had
l>een baptized, and -where bis boyish iiuid, in w'vondering thoucht,
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