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84,421,2o8 ; reserve for nsurance, $689,8o9 ;8 Irplus, $130,604 ;total, $41,840,638-. h was
(lecjded to increase the number of directors
tO 15. The retiring directors were re-elected
,and W. S. Webb and E. Hawley were elected
tofill the new positions. G. G. Ward, Vice-
Président, speaking of wireless telegraphy,
'Uîd he haàd every confidence in the ability of
the submarine cables to maintain their
Supremacy in competition with wireless tele-
graphy, even sbould it extend beyond its pres-
oent experimental stage.

1The agreement giving the Marconi WVire-
1085S Telegî.aph Co. $8o,ooo towards the erec-
'~on of a station in Canada for sending mes-
3ýges across the Atlantic, in return for certain
rlghts bas been ratified by the Dominion Par-
lieament. It provides among other things that
e'Y lighthouse in Newfoundland is to be
deemed a part of Canada for the purposes ofthe agreemnt, and that when the Go. is

'1sked to do so it must provide at lighthouses
Or life.saving stations a complete installation,
Orthe Government may do so, the Co. being

"flnd to suppîy the apparatus free of royal-
ties, Such stations, when established, may be

Usdfor receiving and despatching messages
I"roinand to vessels, each party collecting for0

W In benefit whatever charges may be
"de, but the Co. is not bound to accept mes-

e~Rs in the United Kingdom for transmission
tO U -S points via Canada. A site for the sta-

Inhas been selected at Tablehead, near
lace Bay, N.S., and a contract placed ivith
ROdesq Curry & Go., Amherst, N.S., for the

'erectiOn of the buildings.

Gleral Telephone Matters.
Z flIew teléphone office is being built at8 flfing, N.S.

The Bell Telephone Co. rècently declared
theSuai quarterly dividend of 2% payableAPril 15S.

The Bell Telephone Go. bas a bill before
ýenate to increase its capital to $io,ooo,-
111 Order to extend its system.
4j1hePlant for the N. B. Téléphone Co.'s

il be cange and offices at St. John, N.B.,
'nIfg ifstalled (Mar., pg. 11î6).

teleoftnYBC., is being connected witb tbe
. ol'ne system of Vancouver island. W.Shnon bas charge of the work.

in TheIn0 '.cpendent Telephone Go., operating
t "traen County, Ont., is arranging to ex-

sYstem cuts Eden and Thorab.
a Te Bell Teléphone Go. bas reached an
totrmlent witb the town of Sudbury, Ont.,~ sth8 an exchange witb a long-distance

PhBoii1ida.y reek Telephone and Telé-
1'% to-, B.G., bas given an absolute bill of

Phthe Golumbia Télephone and Tele-
0~tP -1.for $3,985.

clPPcation is being made for a charter un-
theQ uebec Com panies' Act, for a 'coin-

t'Y t'a be called the Telephone Go. of La
Qrite Nqation with head office at Cheneville,

mu s ictori.a and Esquimaît Telephone Go.
lible .ging cables on its system as far as pos.

z norder to do away with single wires,
1%8 ~t.0 cable having been imported for

PrPose

I.. i~IV nt bas. been started at Stony
'1 )t, ear Hamilton, Ont., for the establish-

itOf a local telephone system. J. B.
th à'sscetr f the committee baving
'natter In hand.

Th ort ay, Ont. town counicil bas de-
ft to kea vote tg decide whetber anil- et should be entered into with theîtYe yelephone Go. or a local system at $io

r hudbe installed.

At the recent annual meeting of the Valley
N.S. Telephone Go., the retiring board of
directors was re-elected, The capital bas
been increased to $îoo,ooo.

The Rat Portage, Ont., town council's
agreement with the Gitizens' Telephone and
Electric Go. for the purchase of the Go. 's
îîndertaking, was ratified at the recent session
of the Ontario Legislature.

R. T. Hamilton, beretofore local manager
for the Bell Telophone Go. at Owen Sound,
Ont., bas been appointed Assistant District
Manager at Guelph, Ont. He is succeeded
at Owen Sound by G. Wildern, of London.

The Kamou-Tem Littoral Electrique, which
bas been incorporated by the Quebec Legis-
lature, bas power among other things to
operate telophone linos in the counties of
l'Islet, Kamouraska, Temiscouata and Ri-
mouski.

Tbe New Brunswick Legisiature bas passed
acts incorporating tbe M. Welch Telephone
Go. (Ltd.), to do business in Carleton Gounty,
and the Union Telephone Go. (Ltd.), to do
business in York, Carleton and Madawaska
Gounties.

C. Hancock, who had charge of construc-
tion in connection with the Bell Telephone
Go. 's improvements at Brockviile, Ont., bas
been given a similar position at Winnipeg,
Man. He is succeeded at Brockville by
R. W. Leach.

The Bell Telephone Go., in return for a five
years' renewal of the present lease, will give
Orillia, Ont., business telephones at $20;
bouse connection at $15 on a ground circuit ;
and bouse and business telephones for $35 a
year on metallic circuit.

The Luther Telephone Go. is being
organized, with a capital of $î ,8oo, to con-
struct a telephone line from Grand Valley to
Monticello, Dufferin cotinty, Ont., a distance
Of 12 miles. A rate of Sîo a year is quoted.
Dr. Campbell, of Grand Valley, is President.

A. T. Andrews, W. Williams, M. Wilson,
T. L. Morton, R. Galloway, J. W. Armstrong
and D. Smith, of Gladstone, Man., are apply-
ing. for incorporation under the Manitoba
Gompanies' Act, as the Gladstone Electric
Light and Telephone Go. (Ltd.>, with a
capital of $5,ooo.

By-laws will shortly be voted on in Fort
William and Port Arthur, Ont., providing for
the establishment of a local telephone system.
The proposed charge is $24 for business tele-
phones and $12 for bouse connections, but
the committee dlaims it may be reduced to $20
and $io respectively.

The Eastern Telephone Go., of Nova
Scotia, bas issued a circular giving notice
that aIl contracts will be terminated on june i,
and that new contracts will be submitted
for signature at new rates adjusted to meet
the altered conditions. The new rate for
phones in residences wiii be $25 a year.

The Vernon and Nelson Telephone Go.
proposes making extensive improvemonts on
its lines in the Phoenix, B.G., district. A
metallic circuit will be provided, a new main
line built on Upper Dominion Avenue, and a
new building provided. A number of oid
linos not now in use wiIl be taken down.

There is being installed in the Windsor
Hotel, Montreal, a complote telephonic system
by which ail the 400 rooms can be connected
with each other as required, and connection
made with the city and long distance systems.
The rooms are to be connected with a switch-
board in the botel, and a connection will be
mnade with IlCentral " as required.

The Minister of Agriculture recently stated
i the House of Cômmons tbat there were 55
telephone companies in Canada, of wbich 44
are in operation, 25 in Quebec, 7 ini Ontario,
6 in Nova Scotia, 5 in New Brunswick, 8 in

BC,2 in the Northwest Territories, and i
in P. E. I. The total telephone mileage in the
Dominion was 1 13,294, of which the Bell
Telephone Go. owfl5 94,314 miles.

The Farmers' Electric, Water and Tele-
phone Go. (Ltd.), of Gardston, Alta., has been
organized with a capital of $So,ooo to operate
a telephone system, etc. The officers are :
President, J. W. Woolf; Vice-President, J. A.
Hammer; Secretary-Treasuror, M. Woolf.
Other directors, A. Archibald, M. Spencer,
S. Maîkin, T. H. Welford, of Gardston; V.
I. Stewart, of Mountain View; and F.
Leavitt, of Leavitt. 1

0. W. Rogers, New York city, bas been
visiting Toronto, Hamilton, Ottawa and
other places in Ontario on the telephone ques-
tion. He dlaims to be in a position te estab-
lish a cbeap system and bas offered to instali
telephones at $î8 a year for business places,
and $1 2 a year for residences in Toronto ;
and for $15 and $io a year respectively in
Hamilton. He is endeavoring to organize a
company in Canada.

The Ottawa City Gouncil bas decided te
invite offers for installing a telepbonic service
capable of serving 4,000 subscribers at a rate
not exceeding $20 a year, tbe service to be
equal to that given by the Bell Telephone Go.,
the new service to be in operation by April,
1903. Ottawa is at present served by the
Bell Telephone Go., but the agreement expires
in April, 1903, and the citizens recently voted
in favor of a corporation.owned telephone
service.

Some years ago a telephone lino subsidized
by steamsbip agents and merchants was con-
structed from Halifax, N.S., to Sambro, with
pay stations at Ferguson's Gove, Chebucto
Head lighthouse, Herring Gove, and Sambro.
There is very little local work, and as the an-
nual subsidy from tbe shipping mon is about
to expire it is feared the lino wili be closed
down. As the lino is mainly used for report-
ing vessels, an effort will be made to secure
a vote for maintenance from the Department
of Marine.

E. Ducretet, a French electrical engineer,
dlaims to bave invented a system for tele-
pboning witbout wires. Ho says: IlThe
trançmitter and receiver are much like those
in daily use for the oî'dinary telephone.
There is the difference that a small coil is in-
troduced, and the electrical intensity is
slightly increased. When the instruments
are put down deep in tbe eartb messages can
be transmitted over enormouq distances.
Voices are transmitted witbout tbe least diffi-
culty, and' the most delicat.é articulations
reach the ear."

In an action brougbt against the Bell Tele-
phono Go. by the Toronto city council, Judge
Street recently decided tbat the Go. bas not
power to erect polos and string wire thereon
within the city boundary without the consent
of the city council. The Co. contended that
the Dominion charter under wbich it operates
overrides and nullifies the act of the Ontario
Legislature wbich gives municipalities com-
plote control of its streets. The Judge held
that the Dominion act incorporating the Go.
was simply a re-enactment of the original act
of incorporation, and did not oxpressly pro-
vide that it was no longer subject to the pro-
visions of the Ontario act. The Go .proposes
to appeai against the decision.

The bill IlRespecting Telephones " intro-
duced into the House of Gommons by W. F.
Maclean, M. P., bas been laid over for a year
after baving been referred to the committee
on railways, telephones, etc. Some of tbe
principies in the bill were objected to by E.
F. Clarke, M. P. for West'Toronto, on behaîf
of a number of municipalities. A bill intro-
duced on behaîf of the Government was aise
laid over for a year. The Minuster of Justice,
Mr. Fitzpatrick, stated that the Government
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