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"A man's focs shall1 bc they of his own household."
ST. MAT. x. 36.IN our w'ork of the

Foreign Mission
Field we are reaping
the truth, " it is more
blessed to give than
to receive," so that if
it were only to secure
a greater blessing for
ourselves we ought to
niultiply our zeal in
sending out to foreign
lands the truth of
Jesus Christ. One in-
stance of this fact lies

-C in the lesson of our
text; for the im-
portant truth reliating
to the character of the
Christianity we are
expected to possess is

expressed in the text, and is more plainly seen
in our Church life abroad than here at home.
The words are quoted by Christ fron the Old
Testament. MIicahî hîad spoken then hundreds of
years before, inI Hezëkiah's time, and by them had
described the corrupted state of Israel in his day,
when ail society scemed out of joint, all confidence
extinct, and all the dearest hunian tics strained
beyond the limits of tenacity. And now, w'hen our
Lord is furnishing the first Missionary effort of the
Church-when 1e is sending forth the twelve to
the lost sheep of tie house of Israel, and giving
then their commission for the work-He quotes
the prophct's words in order to describe the
characteristics of the faith they were to sow. In
thei He sets before the Church for every age, the
fact ihat Christianity must be a warfare: that
though He came to be the Prince of Peace, His
advent would not at first bring peace; that there
would be a thousand tics that me t be sundered,
and connections that must be given up, in the
spiritual developnient of the kingdon He had
comle to fotnd ; that the sword was to do its work
(that is to say, in spiritual phraseology, tics must
be snapped, unions broken, and bands cut in two)
before the %itory of perfect peace, suc.h as He
gives, can steal into the soul or fall upon the world.

It is the character of Christianity as a great
fighting force that He insists on here, and
that the Missionary efforts of His Church both
then and now must always cle 1tly emphasize. The
Christianity which can prevaiFmust-though it be
the leaven working its silent growth-be also a
sword dividing life from life, and heart from heart,
and right from wrong. It will be a disturbing force,
not a mncre path of case, and not a confortable
inheritance of pleasant privilege, that never raises
obstacles or wakes up enemies, but-a real effort of
vital, active, energetic life, in which obstacles will
soon be found that ve must meet and overcone,
and enemies vill spring to liglt in even closest
and most dear relationships. Such, so Christ
tells us, must ever be individually and collectively
the experience of His discipleship, for the soul
life, when it is touched by Christ, as it will rise
into those lighîer planes than those on which the
lives of other men are led, lias to wrench off so
mnany roots, to lacerates so many cords, and over-
cone so many obstacles before it frees itself. Of
such a life Christ, as the Truth, can only say, "Think
not that I an corne to send peace on earth-but a
sword," and, " A man's foes shall be they of his
own household."

It is perhaps this aspect of Christianity that we
are readiest to overlook. Here in our happy lot,
with our peculiar hieritage of easy Christianity-
our own inheritances of luxury and wcalth, and
more than this, by the fashion of the Christianity
that we profess, by the character of the religious
life now nost in vogue, we are encouraged to
overlook the neaning of Christ's words ; and
possibly the aspect of that Christianity that we
send forth to other men, the necessity of the
fulfuliment of this characteristic of the Christian
life whcn we transmit it to far leathen lands, nay
help us better to realize the general and universal
experience that truc religious life mnust in itsclf
raise obstacles, that truc Christianity can only
have the impress of reality wlien it verifies these
words, " A man's focs shall bc they of his ow'n
househîold."

KisnNEss To AMatAL.-If a pct horse or dog, or any other
animal, fails to rcspond to n kind efrort to tcach it, or to inducc
it to do its usual work, somcthing is physically wrong with
it. "I aik to my horse.y," said Count rolstoi, wher. somc-
body cxprcssed surprise at seeing no whip by his side, "I do nc t
bent thcm.'

Ts:a motto dceply cut upon Eddystone Lighthouse would be a
good one for cvery Chirci worker to take to ieart. The words
are thesc: "To givc light and to savc lifc."


