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AN ANTI l>O1-ERTY SOCIETY OP TUE OLDEN

DY KNOXONIAN.

Mfany yerrs ngn, tîme nmembers ai an anti peîerty saaiety,
'vitha their wives and chimldrtn, met an ont of tise doi.kstrian
Britishi seaport Tliey nmet, nonta make àpee-.hîes or pass
rcsnlraions, but te cmbark on tlîe em-igrant vessel that was te
rarry ahein nAmerira. A %fie dîeradsa>çîompned them ta
thie ship Farewell ivords are spoken, lf,îelel tear[s Lie shed,
and the ltle paruy go on board thce teàle. Thit ceîenrg
tlîey watched, ivitha tear diminse yts, tht fabt a-eceîng shorts
of thein native land.

Tliere ivas littie moem an l ittle good fi rttan on thtil
native soul, but stili tlîey loî'ei thie land of thîir b;érnl. Tiiey
liaI been tunned eut te make reoun fon shcep onr ienr, but even
the grim tyranny ofthte lanillord coulil not qiiench their love
for the al lanil, and thie al flag. Thir iners 1usd a-ared
thuat flag in triumpli an iuany a bloody fiedb. Tlie sons love
it still.

Thie anbers ef this anti-povemty society possess but a
small portien ai tlîis îvel's goads. Tlieïr pnepenny is packed
an a teîv aId tashioned woodtn trunk!i. Soniewliere n nliese
trunks you are pret' sure te find a litble, a t-onfession et
Faith, and a Short--r C.tnec-'bim, .akindili hmeratre that pnob-
ably dees an anti-pevemnv sot:iety as nuh gond «as the uîuetngs
ai Henry George. Passibiy, soine aeabers ai tie sowety may
bave a ieîv sovereigns, but thteanajaity bail littît an nothing
when their passages ivere paid.

Atter rbree înanths battliimg ni-ahi %% ,nd and wave, the cmi-
grant vessel etners the St. Lawrence. la a iew days more
she lands at Grosse Island, whene miny an emagrant sletps
bis last sleep. Same nuambers o! the soety have been taken
iII uith tht emigi-ant lever on tht voyage, aund mnust be leit an
quarannine. WVho can faboni the agony of a famdiy as they
sait away fimisanie loved anes vuire nc ei, perhîaps, te lie
ameng strangers.

Quebec is reachel, andl the society leave tht emîgrant ship
and begin tht jouney up the St. Lawrence. Many eigrants
have said that they sufferei mout initie river andl canal
boats than tiaey suflercd in threanonthas ctossing tht Atlantic..
Tht French beatmen -wore terribly, ani thear profanity
shackcd ivemen andl cloîdren unaçc.ustomed te sudh vile
language.

A long, îveary, teliois jeurney by water endls anais U pper
Canada Lake Part, whicb wt anay call Teronto or Hamilton.
Here tht members oi tht sedaeny engage a nuanbcr af ema-
grant îvaggens and drive one hunîredlies nte tht întemaar.
Tht roals are largehy cordunoy, and the wamtn and chaîbren
get rcrribly shaken up. The men îvalk mosn ai tht way.
Riling ever these cendunoy roads un enuagrant %vaggons s a
goal deal barder îvork than passing resolutions andi varng
upan Mr. Moaa.

At lengniî nht society cames te the Towvnship in wbich they
intenl'te take up landl. The main road, the road hy whicli
tht emigrant waggens travel, runs pasn ont side ai thetowvn-
slip, and the wvamen and chihîren nmust be eIn samewlaere an
tbis roal antil tht mahe membens ai tht socaety go ante the
township andl select their ors. Thiere are no bouses ne ent.
and thteivemen andl chidren must finI shelter ln sheds, or ouI
shanties that lappen te le empny, or any place that can bc
procurel. Tht women ai those days wert net quat se par-
icular as somte of- their daughtens have become, aaad tht chli-

di-en were expecteil e deoivhat nbey ivere toi,'wsthout being
pail fer thte belience withi canly.

Tht mahe members ai tht sacieny enter tht towvnshiîp,
gileil by tht surveyer's blaze, travel about n thteivools for
lays, live on breail and tht water they drink fmoan spnangs,
and aiter mach anxieus thînking, select rlair lots.

Tht nexn rhing ivas te travel many miles te tht land office,
andl have their naines entened for rîseir land. Tbis was not
always an es marner, for santie ai the lanil agntns of those
days iemtas griîn and cruel ryrants as ever curseil a ntiv
country, or rermenteil a poor setIer. Unhess sanie ai thera
repentel suddenly towarls tht close ai hile, it ivoul be a goal
deai tasier ta locane rbem nin', than it ivas fom some et tIc
carly setthers te ger the landl they were justly entitel ne.

Having secuel their landls, tenet n hing ias te finI
shelter fer thteivomen and chîlîdren. Se the maie membens ai
thc seciery ciubbed ogether, net te pass resohutions andl waît
on MnI. Mowat, but te build homes for the mives and il îne
unes. Having hut tht shanties, the next hîng ivas te get
wiie and childnen inte thtm. Han tould they -ume ne thIta
ncw heme ? Genthe lady realer, hld yeur breath whilt îvc
tell yeu that yoar gond aid mother or grand-manIer iaîkel,

-yes, actually iaked andl carried lnie baby, inhîhe lier busband
carried some ai tht larger childreii. Tht new lhine may have
been many miles tnoni e place ivître thtemarngrant iiaggan
dunîpeil the family eut on tht roal, aod rime remainler ai the
jeumocy lad te bcemaae on foot.

New difficuties arise in the anti povelty SuLaty. The
failues lave shelter, but ne bîcad. Se the muale inciibers ef
ilît society are compelled te walk ta the nearebt flour mmi,
about thirty miles listant, and carry lomitluur on tbtîr backs.
This tiaty dil for years, unnal a fleur aIil wab huit n thein
own neighbounbood.

Thtre is many a simpering ud uitn Qatdrio to-bay, with
scarccly enaugh of cnergv tu part lits hair in the nuilde, whese
grandiather cariel fleur on lus back fûi years e fled , le
family. Hail the brave aId man k.ewn how japidly the sto;ck
was e degeneratc, is burdens mioul have 1cmt a goal de.A
heavier.
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Years -nIl Lby, the diffiruires mi the early settiers are gratin.

aiiy averceme, andlthe anembers af tiîis aid-fasioned anti-
peverty society beçoine camiartabie, and ssane ai thein ricla.
Every member chiat svarked liard andl let svhiskey ahane, did
weii. Comiartabie bouses, excellent baris, fert'Re fiels,
modern inplemnents, and gond stock, are launic everyihiere
throuliaur thein townsliip. The sans ai the original memibers
drive fine borees, andl the daughters, or grand dauglîters ef tue
'vomen whiîa wiked tanhe sbanty and carried the baby, Nverr
sihic dresses and $-2o bonnets.

Mnral -The best weapnns te use against peverty are ,iit
speeches, rescilutions, and interviews with Mr. NMovzt. Etiergy,
industry, pluck, muscle and brains, are the righit and l îY
surcessful iveapans.
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Sc.otland lias lest ber Spungeen. At a ineeting of the Frc
Presbyteny ai Edinbungh thîs week the transfereuice ai Rcv.
John McNeill, te Regent Square Chiurch, Laondon, wvas granteil.
This maove was scarcety expecteil. Net only MIcCrie.Rýo\-
burgh cangregatien but the best people in ail the chiarciies in
Scotlandliluped hc wouid remain. H-e ivas rcgarded as a iiro-
phet raased up te delbver the word af the Lord te the Scattisti
people, anlded a grear work wlaich needs te bc donc. Ile
spoke te the Scottish heant as ne othuer man efthte drny
speaks. Hîs srîccess baq been se uncommaon thuat you
wisi te knew something about the man and the secret at bis
papa la nity.

Has pepuiarity may bave severai explanatiruns. 1 nnui me-
manded ai a sermon preaclîid at the induction ai a aîîinisten ln
Western Ontario a lew years aga. The preachier nandcrtook te
gave reasens for the popularity ai John the Baptist. The othuen
manasters who wvere present bave probably iorgettcn the furst
and second reasons, but they wihi remeniber the tird. * whichi
with miany repentitons 'vas stated thus -"lNow my dean triends
1 came te the thîrd andl maan reason for the&popularity aijoun
Baptast mn bas day and genematien. John the Baptist wvas
pepular because the peoP/e tuent la /zear hiii." In the saine
way the populanany ai John McNeahl inight be explained. But
why do the people go ta bear himi

Tht firsntatme 1 sawv and heard MmvI. McNeili was an bis
reguhar week-night service tive monnhs age. This service is
flot an unmnteresting Sabbath service on a smiall scale. It is
the Sabbath servace on the sanie scale. Congregatinnal,
prayer-mntetings are net generahhy a success ian Scatiinil. 1
arriveil at the iNcCrie-Roxburgh Church early an the Wcdnes.
(iay evening rtferred te. Aimeady a gond cengregation liait
assembled and at eaght o'clock nearly every seat bath in the
area andl the gaileries was accupaed. I>resentiy tevcstry
doar openeil and the " Scetch Spurgeon,> a wveil-btiilt, fair-
coanplexmoned, -full-bearded, West- of-Scot la nd*iian, af abouit
thîimty years of age, entereil. Ht was quine at case in the pt.
pin and bis readang ai tht npening psalm andl the clahter
shoetd that he belongel ta a diffé~rent schoal frein thet majarity
ai bis bretlîren. His tene nvas deep andl full ; lus vaice picasaunt
and tîq.xabhe, and le read as thîough be bail some conception s
tht autheu-'s meanng-a rare tliing in tlais country, His
prayer ivas a simple, earnest poumîng forth ai the seul befere
Gel in adoration, confession, thanksgmving-, supplication. lie
prayed. Hus address or sermior, wbich occupied about luaif-
an-heur and ivas delîvered i vthaut the inevitable Ilpaper "I-a
dehlitiai change-vas baseil on I. Chron. a a 22. h mniglit
net bc un accordance wvath tht principhes ai Knox Cehiege
hemiletics, in iact (civ Scotch sermons are, bnat it bristicd
svith tellang practical peints wbicb wene brought te bear îvitli.
great power on the bearts andl consciences ai tic* audience.
Tht namne " Benaiab," tht God-buildel man, diI gond service,
as did aIse bis bemnism îvhen l e vent dewn andl siew a lion
in a pit an a snowy day,'"-ane ai tht most tunheroic of days,
îvhen other men would be sittîng by the fine warminag their fan-
gers xvaiting for a more favaurabie appentunity. I shahl neyer
ferget the judicieusly dramatic representatian ai Benaiah and
the haon in the pit. It ivas a lite andl death *stnaggle. One ai
tbcm must dit, perlîaps both. How they çvatchel cach onher
with i fxed cyes round andl round the sales ai the pur. My
beart seemel ta stop. My rasts clenchel. Then camne tht
fatal spring, andl tht roar anil tht lesperate tussle, anil the lien
lay stretched on tht greundi, dead. Nor wvill 1 forget Mr. INc-
Neili's application - hew every man bas bis lien te slay.
How semie are centent that he as an a par, iorgetting chat lic
may break aut some day more ravenous chan ever becituse of
lias confinemnent. And hew there caine One îvhe for man faceil
Passion and Sin and Deatb an the darkness afIl' the (cantali
par." But it iveulil be impassible te gîve any (air idea efnthe,
sermon an a leîv sentences. 1 have sînce heard Mn. McNeii
many rames, usaally on more famiar texts, andl alîvays witli
delîghr and profit.

MNany things conspire te mnake Mm. lMcNeili a powernil
preacher. N ature bas dent much for hmm. A goal physique;.
a manly vace, a vîvad imagination, a kînilly heani, earnîstness.
ai purpase, ieanlessness ai faîth-these are somne ai the thiings.
Then, tee, lie bas an intliaustiblt tuaI <of Isuileur-genuint,
Scotch hamear-and thîs semetîmes bubbles aver in lais ser-
mens. That was a capipl bat lhe made in describing Elin-
burgh as an IlEastwinily, West-cnîy place." And in a littie,
bmush between i hmself and D1r. Flint, tht lustinguishei univer-,
sîtv professer camne off secendl best. Theme are indccl thos t
whe arc terrubly shecked at what tbey caîl Mm. MceilI 1,s
ilvulgarity." And "ývulgaruty " is anpamdoablc sin, the on ly
sin some critics ecognize. Tràic st is, MmI. uvl:cl' npre-.
Meditated speech is not witheat biemishes arid excrescenAsb,

tJANUARY 3tb, 1xS1.

and snetinics weii-shat arraws miss tiacir mark because or
lit timcd humour or undignificd it. Blut experience and a
good literary triste xiII soon correct these fauits. Sorte affect
te despise hilm as being uneducated, and other6 flnd in him an
argumient ngainst schoiarship. Bath are mistaken. Mr. Mc-
Neill is net, indeed, scholarly like Marcus Dods, nor poiished
like Walter C. Smith, i or lias lie even a university degrce.
But 1 venture ta say tîat hie got more eut ai the thrce years
hit spent in Edinburgh University and the four yents in Glas-
gow FreceClîurcli Callege than the majority ai those whose
naies tlirill the generous hearts ai lady friendi an Convoca-
tien Day. le is Iess Iearned but more cducated. And what
lie bas learned rcmamns his and lie knaws hoîv ta use it.

One striking fcature ai Mr. McNeill's preachilpg is its
originality. He is decidedly original, that is ta say, heis5hlm-
self. llok% at tbings Nith biso awneyes. 1{eeixptesses bis
tho uights flot in tbe hackneyed phrases ai the s-.hools nar with
the app ravcd accent af the pulpit. He is perfectly untram-
inelled by canventionalism ieiher in belicis or methods. But
lie is quite arthodax in doctrine and wvauld bc se regarded
evcn in Canada. I-is thealogy ks such as years aga 1 used ta
lcar framn John Ross, ai Bruceield, and Lachian McPherson,
oi Least Williatus, a rugged aid Calvinisni, preacbed because
believcd, belicved because e.\perienzcd. Hence bis pover.
Trhe trutlî lie preaches ks real ta himsei. Sin ta hlm is a ter-
rible rcality because lie bas icit its pewer. Saivatian is mare
than a change af opinion , it is a change of life. He bas st-
the Lord. WVitli open face he belîeld the ghary of the Lard.-
He lias lîad the vision wvithaut wiich ne man can bc a great
preacher. Thîis is the secret ai «McNeil's pawer. Net hum-
our, net elaquence, net learning, but an open-faccd vision
\Vould tlîat thiere were mare such praphets. Scotland is net
tue oniy country cursed %vith lalse praphets ; men tae vhar
the Lord bas flot spoken, te whom, wbetther broad or narrow,
trutii lias cane .t secand-hand; men wha prcach truth tbey
have neyer expericnced and, therciore, ta whamn it is net truth.
Wlîat wender then that peaple da net hear? And wvbat wander
that crowds, gathered iromn the twe extremes of sac*icty and
ail grades betwveeai, wait upen the ministry ai Dr. Whyte and
John MeINeili? These men have heard the thunders o! 5mnai,
and have stead by the Cross ai Calvary.

Thîis ariginality and this truthfulness make John MvcNeilî
a preaclier te the masses. It is a strange and a sad sight ta
sec the comman people, the pear, turn away fram Christ and
hate bis name. Why do the masses distrust jesus and lits
Gospel? It %vas net se ivhen He was an earth and they saw
and hîard Hini. Are net churches ta blame in se far as they
have hidden, net revealed, Christ ? Is thare nlot tee much
truth in the sneer that Chrastianity bias been tried fer eigbteen
centuracB, but the religion of Christ neyer ? From Christ pre.
sented by men îvhe know Hinm, %vho have seen Him as the
.aposties saw Hilm, the mnasses do net trm away. The pubhtcans
and sinners in the Covgate do net turnatvay frem a man
like MýcNeill.

1It is iearcd by semne that'Mr. McNeili will net be a success
in Londion bectuse he is se strengiy Scotch. They mistake
the secret ai bis success in Scotland. His Scotch humeur,
Scotchi accent, and Scotch sympathies go a long way ; but be-
Care ail and above ail is the ire5hness and power ai bis mes-
sage. And wverever there are men struggling witb sin and
seraw%, whethier it bc in Edinburgh or in Leondon, preachers
lake John MecNeihi ill net preach te empty pews.

But wilae ane knows that in London wîtb its seething un-
Christian masses thiere is wvbat Chalmers weuld cail a fine
field fer men lake NicNeili, still ane regrets bis loss ta Scarlanad.
It is truc thiat evangelicai preachers in London are like the
accasienal stars ai a cleudy sky ; at the samne tîme Scetland
bas nette te spare. She has thousands ai preachers but ber
McNeihîs are [eîv. And it was with sad heants that
Principal Rainy and Dr. WVayte moved the Presbytery ta let
.hiinî go.

His work in London wili bc peculiarly difficuit. London
-me îlot Edînburglî. Preshyterianism in England is ever-
.sbha'dwed by a pretentieus and oerbearing establishment, and
bas scarcehy yet recevered irom the bad odeur of Unitarian
deflectiieus. And te eccupv the Metrepolitan pulpit oi Englisb
Presbytcrianisi ollaîvîng in tbe wake afIlrving, Hamilten and
Dykes-tliat will test the Scotch graduate ai twe years ago.
But tic preaching that gatbered re,oe people in the modern
Atiiens is net likely ta prove a falure an the great metrepehis.
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The Cbincse are net a ge-abead people, or they wauld
ruea their attention te the ailanthus silworm. Tbey like a
',lîr.ble imateriai. and thev have it here. 1 have seen a robe
mnade ai ailanthus sihk wbich had been worn on occasions fer
twenty years, and bail no end aif veam in it, as the awner
said. It had a coarse look, te be sure ; but the Chinese wil
pardon tiaat fon durabaiiy. Andl then it coulil bc made much
finer by foreign macbinery It as dean, the matcriai cost-
ing eiglity-inur strings of cash, ie., eight Ncwchwang tacîs,
or twire the prire ef Our common pangce ; but the-s this is
because t is rare, tbere being onhy a feav pieces in the mar-
ket. 1 have only heard ai ane district in the province wbere
hi is mnade that is, as a matter ai trade> ; and even when 1
nsk for it la the part ai Newchang, the article (usuaily dyed)
lias camne tram Shansi. Tbey complain, of course, aof the

i diltaculty ai reeling il,tuic pracess useil in the oak caceens
being useless bere. In iact, they svant enterpnise and they
want machincry. Everything cIsc is te banil. The trec
.kazwn as "'Ailanthus Glandulesa," by.the Chinest beme as


