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ARE THE PEOPLE 0F HALIFAX REALLY MUSICAL?

T[bis quezliot lias been oftenai skd, aind ivithout wishing to
oirecnd, WC unuist front a 111114ecal standpoimît gtve a reply iii tic
iuegative. 'I'lerc i nu doubt thait îlîey are /onu<1 umausic, but
tlicii lies tic differeîice , tie sîîbject ks a very cxtenuled one andi

as worthy of' sotne investigation WVe admit tîtat i great deal hias
becn dane Io elevate the nmuzicil faste in the conuaîunity wvithain
the Inst 15 air 20 v'eatrs, anti great improvenient ks noticeable i Il
evcry branch of'the art, amui oui' older citizenq notice this, liore in
Illie commparison of the presenit tai the former concert programmues,
but this elevaatiuî is of'a slowv groîvtbi.

Th[le faiciities foi- abtaining a musical educatioit hiere are noW
luch better, aîîd the voung-generitionm have a fair chance cîf cultiva-
l in- îlieir tabte to becer advamitage :a -rood deaul, toýî, liaî beeîî (lone
Io imtr<duce gotad tecaclîitn taîleunt, aînd wve have uauw excellent pro.

> fii-sors resident lucre, sieh men ais NMessrs I>orter, IClingenfehai,
a Ioeriiig, Hutolijus (amud a nuiîber uf' good lady teaehiers) iwio

exorcise ain tindoubtcd betieficial influence in tlîeir i'cspective
sphicres ; but the t ruc love for the higlier claîss of miusic or the
desire to becoie aicquainteil %vith the hiteraitire aundi vorks of great
iasteri is as vet ait a vcry lu v chb. Thiis %vas Linieîîîably ilIua-

traitcd by thec laîck of inturcst takien iii the remiat Luijazig Traio
Concerts, which wcere of the liiùliezst order and excellence, aund %vel
îvortlîy of patronage if îuot for the lovc of' the mnusic ouly, but froin
a desire to giv>cnorg îeî tu the artiste. O.îr audienices arc
in rcalimy tot> 11o.1d as yet of balladuls, negro ielodies anti muil
suîig$, vliich aire verv well iii their wv.ly ; but thîis sort of muîcsic.
chocs nuL advaince musical -art or mîusical intelligence. Soîne excule
inay h ni ide tînit the place is sin-ili anal opp îrtitnitics arc rare of
hcîriîîg, anything first-class ais iii laîrzer chties ; and thais is triuc, a

us greaîtly thme ecause eil. rte existence of the present condition.
Peuple whlo have the go )(d fortunîe to lave an laîrgu caties or li

paice, surronaialed by ai musical atinosphiore aîbsorb culture andi
voret taete natilraly anti scarcely kaîuwn ta> thenaiseives Ilearin

progress iii Halifax wve nîaust not .overlook the vahuable services
rendercd the cause by orfin I.-.Seil h a et h
muîsical standard bearer of maiiy harh f'ought baîttles for progrcss lu
this line, the res;uits of wiiich 'vo nowv cnjoy to uch a harge
degree It is inow aîeaîrhy 20 veare thlait tlîat genhlemien has been
active imi tlais direction ; kt vas, hoe îvho first introduccd us to first
class opera anad arliests, and vhio grot first-class tcachiers ta) locate
lîcre. Ho %vas alvvatys connietcd with the best insu-ical socicties
and iaîtruduced tîtose fine pianos by Steinîvays, Weber, Chick--
cring aaîd uthers, intu our arîket, whicli creatcd a musical
revoluition ail ovea' Novit Scutia. The building of the Acadeiny or
MNusie is hargcly due to lus etiergv and influence, and tlîe creatioai
of thie Orphlius Club and Hall are crowiiing edifires of lais work foîr
thc advanceincnit of musical art iii this citv.
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()ther co-wvorkcrs deserve credit nisu, mn of win %ve 8lial
,41wak of lItter on. 'l'lie Conservatory of M îisc untiler it8
con) petenilt ina naganient kq d oi ig guod %vork, not alunle to 1lia'xbutto
the whoie province. A nd another imitittiun, the Orpiots Club has
also (loni, much good by givitug excellent programmines of ga~od munsic
to crate nl more claborate taîstc. Our clîurcli music finis vfisu
receiveti an inipelus fur tiche uter ; theQ old Iogy idea whlai lins
clung s,> tenaciotusiy to the old style lîn lIaad to $rive way graaiually,
alter i gooda (bal of grtinibling, to miore prges %Iîo could have
supposed a few years ago that in St. Maltthewc%'s Churca yoaî would
icair a 'rc Deuini, or selectiouîs froin cotiii.sitiotns b3' Gouînod,

ad ave a p:îid choir? Otice churclie3 folIuv suit iu getting new
orgns aînd paîyaag for profesý;ional ehioi.s tu assist Utic j)reachaer to
aîttract larger attendance, wvlicfi is ail ait evidence of' musical
progress3, but to bc traaly limîcaic-il reqalires very liuch more, aind it
k1 tu bu h'aped tlîat %vu will continue to work up> towaîrds tiat end.
Loct people tiiîdt!rïtttnd thit maîstie is not alune an amunsement but
al great scienc an~d a very m5fual ole ait tiat, as the earnest studtic
a:îd devotce rendily iestify.

'ViiEtiLE ik a roinot>ar abnîti, thiat Preer-ýr ini down.m %vitli consu înip-
Lion. if Ïhia is LIo ca-se, stirulv thle b.)y ouglît Lu bc rolcaseailiat onite.

Tlo tiwoc who liiowv the îîattre of the paliers andi aliiaavit4 for-
war.le.i tt) th> Minister of Justice, it~ lia; bee> a aitter of great
silirprk'e thiat the order for Prec.per's release ivas iiot sent dowvn
long ago.

\V0 haie the gr>catu.;t contcnipt for the fa'ahiiuîablcecustoan of
illitkii a senstt.iunal appcýal on bhlf o>f every iait or %vulnait
wvho happ.-ns tu b_- con-Ienine 1 for mutr'ler. Bat Il>reper's case is'
<jante out of tlic coanat i, il) faret, it is sinifly plenonnal. There
are -anti have been siice shortly after thec trial -a dozen peoîple
in lalifa\c who k.nov (- Jus-tict- " wasi probably puiterih-w
have nu (lubt that hie is une of tiiose who knoiw that Preeper is4
innocent, anIi whlo have seen stiflicient doeuînentary evidenct',
chie fly an aliidlavit, to cicar the boy front ail suspicion of bcing,
ove n acccssory before thle fact.

As iii,)t of this evialence has l2en, in Ottawva for several
nî.>nths, it ks, as we suid aba)vL, nuqthjin- -short of a phienoinenon
that Preur slauaîll ruiia iii .-)Il. Ttu only explamiation is' that
by soine rcanarkable freak of nature he îaîinds, uf ail those who
învvcti-vîte. the cvi-lencce lac are cast in one îaîould. wvhile the
sillati., of the oth.±îak iii Ottawa are cast iii auothier, tlue twvu hein"b
of saticlà w.itircly îilfilrent forins thait wvhat appears tu tic one tu lie
liroof pouitive oif a iinaui's innocence ilu4siîot, itrikiu the allier a-s
Nvorthy of aaav cositieration whitcever.

In any casýe, the tiîing is a phcnolaienion in ant Etiiiih-.spcaking,
count.ry.


