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SOME OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS RELATIXO TO THE FIRST ISSUE
0F NOVA SCOTIA STAM'IPS.

D. A. KING.

T HE postal service of the British-American Provinces, until the year
18-51, Nxvere directly under the control of the Englishi P. 0. Department.
This, wvith the bigh rate of postage, the insufficient mail accom-

modation, and the stringent laws against a private person carrying or
delivering a letter on the post road, was the cause of innumierable corn-
plaints on the part of the colonies, and gave the Engylish P. O. officiais the
trouble of sending out long despatches.

The Colonies conipained. that the iEngrlishi P. 0. took a large amount of
revenue, derived froin the postal service, wvhicli the Colonies ;vere no".
able to lose out of the country. The English officiais said that there wvas
an annual (leficit in Nova Scotia alone of £2,00() per annurn. This state of
things existe1 foir years, and every annual report of the P. O. Coinmissioners,
which was laid on the table of the Local Legrisiature, ivas futill of complaints
under this head. To give a specinien frorn one of the reports of these P.
0. Commissions, the follo;ving, is extracted from their annual report for
the year for 1844 in Nova Scotia. After speaking in favour of a
large reduction in postal rates, they say: "This, wvith the use of post
stanips from (lies authorized by the proper authorities, w'ould render the
transit of letters and papers less compIicated and grive the relief required by
the people."

To this no answ'er was returned till soine time in 1845, wvhen a long
despatcbi was received fromn the Postniaste r-Gen erai of Great Britain, Lord
Lonsdale, who thus gives his departinent's views of the issue of postage
s;tamips for -Nova ýScotia as foIlovs:-" The sugg(estion that postage stan Ps
for letters should be introduced into Nova Seotia, is one which 1f cannot,
recoinmend your Lordship (Viscount Falkland, then Governor of Nova
'Scotia,) to entertain, as 1 cannot but consider that considerable objections
ýexist to, such a ineasure, and, particularly froni the facility which it 'v-ul
affi',,d to the circulation of forged stamips, with but little chance of detection,
ivhilti it is believed that the off'ence, if conmitted in the United Kingdorn,
ýe0uldl not be p-anished in the Colony, whiie on the other hand if coinînitted
in ýhe Colony, it couil 'be visited with rio penalty on parties in the United
Kingdortù." This wvill give soine idea of the narrow-mindedness of the
Engylish postal administration o? that time.

As a specimen of the postal accommnodation of the Province, see this-
froin Halifax to Truro, by the coach road, wa" a distance of 83 miles, and


