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» encouragers of devil ceremonies. To conceal
‘lheir want of skill, they say to the people,
“ Ob, this smcknces 18 caused by a certain
{demon ; medicine 1lone cannot care 1t, you
 muat eend for a devil-piest”  Should the
! patien: die, of caurse the demon 18 o be blam-
i"ed, not the medical attendant,  Some of the
i doctore, however, 1t mu«<t be allowed, oppose
these ceremomece.  I'n certain cases, it 18 pre.
: tended that ev | spiniis entering women cause
1" tham to dance puvlicly, and distort their bodies
i in various ways. This was very common at
: onetirae in the south of theisland. A natve
practitioner, however, put a stop toit. There
18 8 small species of pepper hers winch s very
hot.  He reduced some of 1t to powder, and
" blew 1t up the nosinls of seme women who
" were posscssed s befors deseribad. It occa
. siened euch agony that they ran and plunged
themselves in water, if possble to alleviate
the pain.  This was noised abroad; and a
,friend of mine, who remded for about ten
" years in that part of the couniry, did not see
 aingle instance of women dancing during
. the whole time.

\

The devil-pricats pretended io be able by re
:peuing certain charms, to cause any person to
' fall down, blood gushing from his mouth and
inose.  When at the town on the island most
" noted for its devil-priests, I offured a reward to
jany charmer who would make me fall in this
imanner. ‘Two of them eame furward, but
i failed completelv. A few months sgo, we
i printed abaut 4100 copics of a chellenge to all
j the devil-priests n the island, offenng 300
! dollare to any one who, on a cerinin fixed day,
| sither at Colombo, Galle, Maturs, or Kandy,
" the four pnincipal towns, by mecus of charms,
! caused blood to flow from the mouth and noe.
; trils of persons who denied their power. Not
i} ore dewil.pricet ventured the trnl; and many
Il of the people reproach themn asa sct of de.
| ceivers. A few of the most ohstinate hesthen,
, although forced 1o admt that the devil pricsts
X d0 not porsess the power now, assert, that
| ancient times, they were able to dv such won.
i ders. The quostion, however. 18 lriumphantly
I atked, Why then did not the Ceyluneso Kings
{1 send clever charmers to destroy the Hindoos,
;" when, a thousand years ago, they ravaged the
"island ? Why, in lLike manner, were not the
| Portaguese and Dutch repulsed when they at.
i tacked the maratime districts?
i The tract on Angels will help to remove the
supersitious fears under which the Singhalese
labor; it wil pomnt out that sickness 18 not
eaused by devils, but proceeds from a beneve
lent Father who * doth not afflict willingly
the children of men ;" 1t wiil urge them, 1n
stead of making «ferings te demons for its re.
moval, to humble themsclves under the hand
! of God, and to use proper medicines ; 1t will
caution them agamnst yielding to the tempta-
| tions of Satan, yet encourage them by the
! thought that there are legions of blessed spirita

who delight to mimster to them who shall bs !
hoira of salvation.

The subjeet of the s2cond tract will be Prids,
This evil dispnsition (s universal, but 1t pre.
vai's excceding!y among the 8 nghalese. I'he
language ¢ wntains eboul a doeaen pronouns of
the sccond persun which are used according
to the rank of the ndividuul addrcased. The
rame feciing regulaies neurly the whole of
their social conditon. Tt extends to religion
on acouni of possessing what they affirm 1o
he one of the ** canina teeth of the holy, the
blessrd, the all perfuct Buddhu, the teacher of
the three worlds ;" they (ancy their nation the
envy of the wholgearth. The tract will show
the hatefulness of pride in the sight of God,
ani the heauty of humility., ‘The third traci,
** John the Plovghman,” is iranslated ‘rom one
of the publicatione of the  London Traet
Society.” It relates how he acquired a know.’
lede of reading ; gives an account of hismar.,
riage, and the manner in which his children
conducted themsolves.

My next letter will probably containan ;
account of some Ceylon ecuriosities, which 1
hope will go to England by ons of the ships
now at Colombo. Copies of the Magazine"
will also be sent in the box.—Beliave me, &¢.,:

I

Joun Murboch,

Noble Liberality.

Our readers have often received in-
teresting accounts of the liberality of
native Christians.  The Report of the
London Mussionary Society for 1852
eontains some new proofs of this. Dur-
ing the past year more than twelve,
thousand pounds have been raised for
the support and spread of the gospel at
the missionary stations. A large part
of thix is given by poor people, and not
a litile by the young.  But the spint
with which many give 18 even more
precious than the gi'ts themselves.
The following anecdote will show this,
and will, we hope, encourage many of
our young (riends who are activein
raising, or generous in giving money, o
persevere in this good work. It is given
by the Rev. Charles Pitman, of Raro-
tonga, in a letter to the Directors :—

+ Since our May Meetings, we uave
been very busy receiving the contribu.
tions of our poor people, who have ex-
erted themselves to the very utmost;
and this you will not doubt when yoo
hear that in many, very many instances,
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