
12.2 STEIVAII'rS QUARTERLY.

in Literattirc, for the gecrons anti disintcrcstcd pur-poses of gond
,vldcb lie cherishcd-lîis xtiifoyn idlesoftcln d seitimnet-
bis geuial or humîane dispositions-the moral, andi e% eli reIigiois, tone
of bis writiugs-nobler titan even Addison's, as Addison rather ouly fou-
lowed in the wake of* Steele, thomgl it was ini suncb a w ay as Io sur-
pass bis, leadler in the pecuiliar path lie lind struck out. Stcclc iad
even more papers titan Addison in the serials wc have iined: - e is
the writer of no few'er tuiait 510, while Addison coniril.î!cs 3639
Pope is the uahor of 3 in the Spectîttor, ami 8 in ti Gna.ieu

IPar nobile fratruni P" Timere is, pcrhaps, flot a paper to w'biel
cither of ithese literary I'rienids lent bis naine but bail the best moral
and social interests of bis fcllows at bceart, 'vbether it %vas satire or
playful rilicule, or apologue, or the dir.cct moral disquisit iou or cssay,
whJicb "'as lime vehiele cînioyed. In e% eu'y -%ay in wIiih virtue coîîld
lie insinuated and 'ic diseontmîienamiccd, religion cxcii iincuicated, and
hostility to it repressed-by allegory, liy fable, by ficiious exainple,
by ingenious inivenHion, by feigned corresponidence, b>' direct prccept-
daily tîme Spectalor caine mbt îriendly contact with tue g-eneral mmid,
and coîîîribuied to sc<ial aienity ant time publdic -ood. IL is p>er]lta)
impmossible Io enlenlate the ainouut of moral benelit wviiieli these deliglit-
fîml essays, in timeir silent mniuistry, have been the indirect mnuas of
effeet ing. T1'le reputation which Steele and Addison have jtistiy won
for tlîemselves by tîmeir writings iii the Spectalor, the '1aiter, ami the
Guardian, is pcrhaps more enuviable timau the faine of geater anthors
in their inost elaborate works.

Sir Richard Stecle's wlas also the incr;t of having originated that
style of composiionm %vltiemlias become sb a power iii our owvn day-
we mnenu serial writin-as in oîmr magazines, reievs, and in the
editorials and othier essays ni'our <aly or wcekly niewspatpers. News-
papers are very dill'erent productions from wxhat. tlmey \were vleu they
had not mnalter cîmoughi to fll up the simeet, and a blamk space %vas left
for the puîrchaser t0 coniniumicate wvith bis friends, il' lie lmad a inind,
an ingen ions device, as ai once an inuccnient to purchase, and a mode
of' supplementing a lac], of tc,.Deiée fîrbt uîtitcd tue ncwspaper
and the literary "feilIle." It wvas the Tallers and SpeccIa1ors chiefi>',
howvecr, that originated the magazines and c.,say wvriting of modern
limes. WVas tItis a service, or Nvas it not? Thecre are not ftNvauling
those w~ho regard it as a dccided injtnry to literature. IL lias jinpairtd
the power oi'w'ritiîîg it is alicged, and frittercd down autho! -!îip front
wliat it Nvas iii former limes to vcry humble diinenbiotio-. It lias
diverted tîme cnrm'ent of rcading, too, it is tboughit, froun more massive
and abler %vorks to flice more fugitive productions of flice daiiy print, or
the wveekiy or monthly periodical. An injury is ilius donc, it is urged,
bothi le the w~riter ami tc reader of snrh fugitiN c compositions. We
have net the Bacons and the Lockes and the grecat theological writcrs
of a former age ; wve have flot tbe stalwart mninds fcd on sncbi food, or
disciplined by snch writings. We certainly bave no sympathy wvith
these vielvs; we ctnnot concur in sucb a mode of regarding tIme ques-
lin. Pcrhaps a great part of the matssy authorship of former tirne.s


