
THIE RI'L1GIONS OP CHIA.

be rcgarded, as sticli. BSoth hie and his wvrititigb are the conîplete antithesis
of Confucius and lus iannier of speech. le is îrufcundly mystical. Hlis
wvork is extremiely ob>scure, iaud the triiiislatiwuis of il, differ widely anioug
themsel ves.

There i-ý great difterélice of op)inioni aniung îmodemî sciiolars ini regard to
the nature o'f Tao. Soine inaintain tlîat the %%ordl represents a, theistie con-
ception of an extremnely Iiigli or(ler ; NN hile othiers inaintain that it is a Mneta-
physical principle.

As a moral teacluer Lao-tszi is very dittereuit from Confucius. In soine
respects lie anticipates the Iiiluest teaching of Chiristianity. lie liad faith
in the powver of love, le said -"I1 treat. the good with kinibness ; those
w vho are not-good 1 treat wit1î in es. Conif iijus opposed this teaching.
Bad mon, lie insisted, should be treatod %vith justice. Practically, howover,
Confucius 'vas in adIvance of Lao-tszi. The latter ivas a quietist. 11e bo-
lieved iii sulent influence. lis disciples wit.hdreîv thoniselvos froni the
troubledl scelles, into NvIichl Confucius andi his followers prossod ini order to
introduco a botter mode of lifo.

Taoism at, the present day liais lost ail it-- dIigcnity. It consists. nierely of
the grossest sup)erstitions.

Whien we speak of thie thiree religions thiat exist in China we imnust iiot
suppose that the people are dlivided, sonie belunc7ina to miîe anxd sonie tu
another. There are no Buddhists strict'y speakingy, except the rnonks and
n1uns, and 110 Taoists excel)t the priests. Thme people, in goeneral, make use
of ome form of religyion or another, according t.u circunistances. It is said
that they turn to BI3ddhismt very largely ini regard to inatters.thiat concorn
the future life, while for good luck ini the lîresent they mnost often turui to
thoe Taoist priests.


