questloners, and the servant cnnnot swr-
pass the Master.

But is it the chlef business of the pul-
pit to solve problems that are not cven
formulated 7 Iow does the preacher's
commission run? Is this it? Go ye into
all the world, and solve all the problems
that rise with chaotic vagueness in the
minds of young men ? No. The Savi-
our's command is “go preiach the Gospel
to every creature.” And aleading mem-
ber of the Apostolic Coilege took this to
mean, preach the Word, preach Chuist
and Ilim crucified. Accordingly, when
he and Silas entered a jailor’s house at
midnight, “they spake wunto him the
Word of the Lord, and to all that <verc
in his house.” Lo the Corinthians he
wrote, “71 deternrined not to kunow any-
thing amonyg you, save Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified.” And it is recorded in
the Acts that “swith great power gave
the Apostles witness of ihe resurrection
of the Lord Jesus,”—that mighty fact
which was most repugnant to unbeliev-
ing Jews, but which is fundamental to
the Gospel, and sect the seal of truth up-
on the whole carcer of the Redeemer—
“and great grace was upon them all;
and believers were the more added to
the Lord, multitudes both of men and
womeun.”

This is the sort of preaching still need-
ed. It @id not consist in solving prob-
lems proposed by prurient dreamers, or
discussing the metaphysical subtilties
of the schools, or the tricks of business
and methods of money-making. The
cffort. of the preachers was not io be
“in touch with the world at large.” bat
what was infinively better, to Le in tcuch
with the God of truth and the Divine
Saviour who said, “ All power is given
unto Me in heaven and in carth. Go ye
therefore and make disciples of all na-
tions, tezching them to observe all
things whatsoever I commanded you;
and lo, T am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.”

The fact is, that their message was
wholly out of touch with the spirit of the
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times, and in direct contradiction to much
of the prevalent belief of the religious
world in Jerusalem, and the Pagan
world beyond, but it was accompanied
by the Spirit of God, naad, therefore,
cffectual. Instead of ylelding to * every
phase of a city’s pulsations,” and trying
to adjust themselves to their environ-
ment, these primitive preachers turned
the world upside down. Their sermons
were distasteful to multitudes—not what
the people wanted. Probably many
young men preferred to not listen to
them, and to bury themselves on the
Lord’s day in their fathers’ libraries,
after the manner of Mr. Bok’s friends.
“ Some mocked,” and others said of the
chief preacker of the day, ‘ his hodily
presence is weirk, and hig speech con-
temptible.” IIe is no athlete, and his
sermons are of no account! Iad Mr.
Bok lived in that generation he would
no doubt have said what he says now,
“The fact of the matter is, that go into
any of our large cities, and the minis-
ters who really interest young men, and
draw tiiem Sunday after Sunday to their
churches, can be counted on the fingers
of one hand.” Yes, and Paul would
have gone on with his work, ¢ in nothing
torrified.” delivering his God-given mess-
age in Jerusalem and round about unto
Illyricum, not taking special care to
change the matter or the length of his
sermons to suit his critics, sometimes
continuing ‘‘ hi. speech untii midnight,”
even if a drowsy Eutychus should fall
asleep. His anxiety would be not to
find out what young men or old men
would deem interesting and attractive,
hut how to be faithful to Him who seat
him. And his answer to those clamor-
ing for something “in touch with the
age,” would be, “I certify you, broth-
ren, that the Gospel which was preach-
ed of me is not after man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ.” And this is the attitude which
true successors to the Apostles should
still assume.

Fourth—Ministers are ignorant of the



