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and discourageinents are his-%ve are just as hiable to
thcmn on the home field, and in either case do not look
forward to a lire of unruflled case. Arc wvc ambitious ?
Do wve hope to shine some day as scholars ? Tien
nowvherc is there greater scopie for scholarly attaitiments,
abilities and zeal. The vcry best mcn are needed. Wlicn
Dr. Geddie îvrote, IlKecp all-thc.-men-vout-can-spare at
home, and send those you find it most difficult to, part
wvith,"' he pithil>' expressed the general sentiment of the
present day. The timie lias fortunatcly gone bywhebn- any
dry old stick " Nvould be considcrcd fit for this, the most
difficult position in thec whale range of Christian activit>'.
As Dr. Wardropc shovod in bis missionar>' address,
reportcd in another column, many ministers Cet on
tolerably wcll at home, because they arc uphceld and
cheered b>' the min(lful presence of fricnds ; but if
bereft of the inspiration give;i by these and removed to
thc dark places of the earth thcy wvould very likel>' prove
miserable ailures. At the saute time, wvbile granting that
thîe best men are needed abroad, it strikes us that less
clever workers are neecled also. The church is flot wvlolly
made up of Duifs and Morrisons andi Careys, an>' more
than the world is wholly made up of Shakespeares and
Macaulays and Gladstones. The lesser lighits have their
place in the firmament as %vell as the greater, and %without
them the latter would lose much of their brilliancy. WVhcn
a few of the brigmht stars oni>' are shining tlic illumination
they afford is comparativel>' Ceeble; but taken in conjuinc-
tion with the obscurer planets the>' produce te beautifuil
clearness of twiliglit. StilliLt is ver>' important that the
highest talent shotild be consccrated to thie spiritual
illumination of the wvorld. How titis consecration ma>' ho
b,±st accomplislîcd is b2coming one of tlic problemns of
thic day. Mr. Jamnes Croil, ini bis recent hand-book, on
missions, proposes to solve it b>' translatîng somte of
flic lcading home ministers to the foreign field, urging
that no0 valid objection could bc raiscd on tic score of
-limited usefulness," because conversions are thirty times

more nurnerous in lieathen co'antries than in Christian.
Buit lie sccms to overlook a fitet that wcighis both in the
intcrcsts of the hecathen at hume and of tiiose abroatl; sve
refer to thîe pectiliar disadvantages that Nvould arise from .1
%vaut of special training in carl' 1Pfé. A mati whosc habits
andi methods hiave been formed during a protracted
pastorate, for instance, andl who bas become accustomed
to the manifold comforts of civilization, %votild be great>'
inconvenicnccd (to say the leasi) b>' the barbarities witlî
%vhich ho would at first have to confend in heathen regions.
jiesides this, if lie werc of an advanced age, lic wvouid
encouniter additional cliflicuit>' in trying to master the
arbitrary modulations of a forcign tongue. Now, without
forgctting flice %vise old saying, Il Let not him that gir(lcth
on his harncss boast himself ais hoe that pttcîth it off." we
rcspectfully maintain thnit young mon arc botter qualified
or beconîing missionaries than even ministers in the

prime of life. In the yoting, habits of thoughit and
life can bie casil>' moulded in directions desirable for
particular sphercs, and as their memtories arc fresh, they
would have less trouble in lcarning languages. The
multitudes throughout our Dominion, who ycarly turn
expectant eyes toward the graduating classes of the
semninaries, are thereforo justifieci in dcpcnding upon the
youth of flie cîturcli to undertake tbis momentous work.

TIIE CELTIC SOCIETY 0F 'MONTREA.

W E hail Nvith delighit thic organization of this
VSociety, and hope from timte to timie to hear of

its achievements. The enthusiasm with which it was
formed augurs wcll for the future. It is wisely placed on
a thoroughly catholic basis, as suiggested by Principal
;Nacvicar in his opening remarks. The articles of tne
constitution are so framed as to unite in effort ail who
desire in any wvay to acîvance tlie luîowledge of Ccltic
loTe. B>' ueans of corrcsponding niemburs and other-
wise friendi>' intercourse w~ill be maintaincd wîth other
institutions and scîtolars in Canada and the Old World
who are cngaged ini similar rescarches. The Society hias
its home appropriately in Montreal, tlie great Canadian
centre of commercial enterprise and incrcasing educa-
tional activit>' and influence. It has also put itseIf into
living connection wvith a large and highly intelligent
Ccltic population in the neigbibourhood b>' clccting as ils
first Honorar>' Prcsident John MacLennan, Esq., ex-M.11.,
for Glengarry, and the Rev. Dr. M~acnisli, of Conwall, as
President.

We congratulate the members upon their happy choice
in both cases. No truer Celts than these tvo gentlemen
could be found in Canada. Mr. iNacLennan is a man of
liberal culture, îvhose services to his country are ivell
knovn, and who lias already donc much to encourage the
study of Celtic literature.

Of Dr. 'M\acnisli's qualifications and crudition in this
and other departments it is quite unnecessar>' to sa>' any-
thing to students of this College whlo are privileged to
listen to bis lectures. Thc Vice-Presidents, Secretaries,
and other officers; apprar to have been ail chosen wvith a
due regard to, the fitness of things, and wvc shall, no
doubît, soon leara of a long list of members and honorar>'
mcmbers being irollcd.

But it may be askcd : WVhat do they hope to accomi-
pl i sb? 1Is not the fiecid wh ich the>' prop ose to cul1tivate s nail1
and harren ? By no means. Accord ing to the testimony
or competent authorities Lt is just the reverse, rich and
extensive, -affording uinlimited scop e for philologiral.
cthnic and historical investigations. Many Nvho have
Ccltic blood in their veins fail, we fcar, to appreciate flic
antiquit>' and glory of thecir ancestry, and the Society may
do much to remedy this state of things, and to diffuse
correct information resper.ting linguistic, poctie and bis-
torical trcasurcs %vhich have been too long negiected.


