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L's MINISTER'S TEMPTATIONS.
Br Riv. PROF. Ross, D.D.

Perhi.aps a word of explanation is necessary to justify the
choice of sucli a theme. Seine may think it one to bc hiandled
only by the best and ablestr'.of our fathers, and before an
:audience of ininisters alone. But the success of Christian
nirnisters depends more on their, character and practical wvis-
domn than on their attitud *e to those doctrinal an.d speculative
questions whlose»discuissionis hecre mighlt be more cexîgenial and
inspiring te nxany of lis. And 1 cannot forget that we are
hiere, net înerely as students about te, begin another wvinter of
iintellectuial. discipline, but as ininisters 'who haecoi-ne frem
ileir pastoral labors to join in a spiritual retreat. To mny
brethirei iii the inistrýy, therefore, I priînarily aiddress my-
self as tlieir fellow-servant, as ene whio lias nlevcr beein able to
divcst blînscîef of the characer of a preaclier, and whose
thceiic, therefore, is net ýalwa.ys eîitirely a mnatter of personal
chloice.

'Thlere are nîany pxeople othcrwise 'ise whlo think that a
iiiister lias a reinarkably Jleasaiit lot, net oîily iu bcing ex-

cîupt frein. the more difficit aund arduiois labors by ý%vhichi
otlier men iiiist carn thecir brezid, but aise b1ecause it mu11st be
so iîxuceli casier for Iilmi te hc good. "Thev tiiink cf a pretty,
peacefuil coiîti-y îîîanse, and picture te theisclves the mii-
ister ýspcîîdiing blis days tiiere bct.%veeii learîîcd lcistire zuîd
%jict visits te cld woe iîe hoCurtsey at his apoc.

There is a icasiire of trutli iii this. A uiniister is relicved
frein the sliarp) trials cf business anîd frein the anxiety for
daily brcad whichli anigs over inaiiy a liidnokc axi. But
if tcliptaitiolîs cf a eci-taiîi g'ossaid îiateria1istit kiîîd (10 net
torniient hilm. lie umlst face othiers just, as iîîsidious, ziid* if
.yiclded te, jnist as fat'al te integrity cf chiarzicter. The possi-
iblity cf lecmptaitioiî 111rks1aî's place iu the moral sci
ad ýas lie riscs froini the savage State t0 comparaI«tive eiviizý-

ti-in, 1ie rgo f bis tciiiI)tat)iis conistanitly ~vdn.The
lower induicemuients toexil inny ne"' ilave lcss lield on liin


