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THE ENVIOUS ARTIST.

*DbBase envy ivithers at another'sjoy
And hates that excellence it cantLot reach2'
Or aIl the cvii passions which make their

dwaelling, place in the human sou], marring tha
divine image imprcssed upon il, changing its
swieeî affe~ctions and it3 noble impulses ta hate
andi bitterness, and kindl;ng in ils secret cells
an cver-burning and consumningy fire, there is
nane more fearful andi more dark than that of
envy. It is tha master passion which the
grat bard bas represented, as mnoving Satan
tu destroy the biiss of Paradise, and il mingleti
with an unrightcous lave af mammnan, in the
breast of the arch traitor, whose naine of im-
martai infamny, is inscribed upon the history af
that dark transaction which gava aur blessed
Lard to the hands ar his murderers. It is the
skeleton in mnany a wretehed home,-uheupas
irc in the fair garden af "fricndship, poisoning
with its deadly breaîh the moral atmosphere
around il, andi destraying, with the milclew
from. its branches, every plant af beauîy andi
ai fragrance that springs up within îhcir fatal
ffhadow.

M. î-'-- a fond hope bas been blightcd by its
deman pawcr, truc fniendship has il brokea,
warm affections chilled, trusting,, hearis repul-
seti-ir bas withcred the flowers of genius,
darkened the eanly dawvn of joys tbat promiseti
lu axpand int the radiance af full and pcrfect
day, an.d pointei 'with the saddest moral, many
a melancholy tale aiindividual flife andi suifer-
ing. The-qe tioughîslîavenatorally stî2ggested
thamselves, from, rcflecting an the histary af
Iwo brother urtists of the sixtcenth century,
whose waorks aad whosc gcnius iwere the bonst

n goy of their age but thebeautyofwihose
livas was. mrarreti by the cherished indulgence
of this unworthy passion, w'hich rétgned su-
preme in the breasî af one, andi Tendereti sub-
servient ta ils selfish and ignoble cravings,
cvery good feeling andi bigh aspiration af his
botter andi nobler nature.

At the perioti referreti ta, the art af painting,
whib hen great masters af the preccding age
had raiseti ta such a beight of perfection, 'tras
sank it the lowvest stages of dcgc-neracy,
when Ludovico Carracci, the son cf a butcher
of Bologna, but who from his carly yeurs bad
devoîcti hiniscli ta, the study cf îhiu ar4t, on-
civea the 'thought of founding a school for its

renovation front tho dagradation int whlch il
had falle. In bis youth, hn hiat boers -pto-
nounied i t only ta grind the cabanai:à waB bis

desice ta use, but as big mind developed., its
true powers becamne apparent, and j: wvas
found, that though. seemingly sluggish in itis
conceptions, it was only soîbhrough the depthi
and profundity, which forbade il ta be dazzled
by eflect, or ta aîîempt by rapid action, auglit
which, long and careful study had flot well
inaîured. Tharefore was he slowv ta give ut-
terance ta beautiful ideas, titi they hud becorne
as actual realities ta his son!.

Unisaisfied wvith the limited study of thol«
works of art contained %vithin his native city,
ha travelled abroaci ta inspect with a critical
and admiring eye, th& productionsof the great.
est masters. every detail af style, af colouringi
tf expressin, ha keenly marked, and thay fur-
nWited the key, by which his penetrating mind
uniocked the, storehouse af the artisi3s concep-
tions, and gained possession of his thoughts,
deriving- thenco the power ta execute those
works, which hava placed his namne in the
saina galaxy where that of Tilian, and of his
own impassioned teachers, Tintonetto, and
Fortana, shine. It wva3 Ludovicos aim, ta,
catch fromi the painîings of thosa masters
whom ha made bis study, cvery pcculiarity
wvorîhy af perpetuation, and combine witl:i
thcmn a close observation af nature, giving tO,
the whaie as hae imprcssed them an his awn
'glowing canvass, tha hua of lis individuaf
genius. Avoiding thus,,Ibte stigma whicla
some were inclined ta cast upor, his scbool-
that it was ana of mare imitation, that it creat-
cd no new era in tha art, but only persevereci
by fresh and happy conibinations, the peculiar
traits and excellences af the oid masters-s
suigma utterly unjust,-since his was nio ser-
vile imitation, but a graceful and beautifal
mingling int ona school the charms of el),
rnaking bis own, a mode! for all,-or as ai-
acute writer bas mare happily expressed itf
Iho pressed dia swcts from, aIl the flowvers ;

or, xnelting together nil bis rich materials,
formed ona Coxinthian brass"

Zrpon thes principies Ludovico, fouridea bis
celcebrated acadcmic, emphatically styled deffl
irrcammainata, the apening a ncw -way, for
tlîrough ils influence and teachings ho fondly
trustad ta cffect a îhorough renovation of the
noble, andi now degradcd art ta which ho had
dadicaîed bis genius. But where should bc
flnd mintis competent tu, aid hlm in the exeu-
ting alf his great and dazzlingprojcî? ha hud
long lodked around fo-r therr ia vain, Wien u
bis retorn from FJorencc, ho discovcred in -two,
youngrelatives, whose orngin was as huma
as bis own, those, whom his-profoad'ascr.-


